
 
 
 
 
 March 1, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Doc Hastings 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Hastings: 
 
 I am writing in response to your October 21, 2010 letter regarding the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff’s draft of Volume III of the Safety Evaluation Report (SER) 
for the U.S. Department of Energy’s application to construct a high-level waste repository at 
Yucca Mountain.  During the time since your letter was received, I understand that our Office of 
Congressional Affairs and your staff have had regular discussions about your request for this 
draft document.  As a result of these conversations, copies of redacted drafts of both Volume II 
and Volume III of the SER were delivered to your office as soon as these became available on 
February 17, 2011.  These redacted drafts were prepared in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request that the agency had received the same week as your letter. 
 

Neither of these volumes were completed and issued by the NRC before the agency 
transitioned to Yucca Mountain application review closure activities when Fiscal Year 2011 
began.  Therefore, the documents are pre-decisional drafts that did not complete staff 
management or legal review.  Because of the Commission’s role as an appellate body for 
decisions made by the NRC’s Atomic Safety and Licensing Board during hearings on the Yucca 
Mountain application that would focus on findings in the SER, neither my colleagues nor I have 
access to these drafts in their unredacted form.  The NRC staff is currently working very hard to 
continue thoroughly documenting their technical reviews so that the work that was 
accomplished is documented and available to the public.   
 

I trust that having these redacted drafts and the fact that these are now publicly available 
satisfies your request.  Thank you for your interest in the NRC and our work.  I would be happy 
to discuss this matter with you directly, either by phone or in person as your schedule allows.  
Please feel free to contact me.   
 

 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
 Gregory B. Jaczko 
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This correspondence addresses policy issues previously resolved by the Commission, transmits 
factual information, or restates Commission policy. 
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