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From: Elsa_Alvear@nps.gov

Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 4:05 PM

To: Kugler, Andrew

Cc: Ben_West@nps.gov; Mark_Lewis@nps.gov; Vanessa_McDonough@nps.gov;
David_Hallac@nps.gov

Subject: NPS concerns about possible impacts to wading birds from FPL TP east corridor
transmission lines
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(See attached file: bisc_colonial_nesting_bird_colonies.jpg)
Hi Andy:

Every day, large flocks of state-listed wading birds (mostly white ibis) fly over the park
headquarters headed toward the mainland, presumably from the wading bird nesting and roosting
colonies within Biscayne National Park (see map, attached). While we do not have a
terrestrial biologist on staff, we have records from Christmas Bird Counts and anecdotal
data. Ben West was in our headquarters on Thursday and witnessed this daily event.

We are concerned that the proposed increase in height and width of the eastern coastal
corridor would adversely impact these birds. I would recommend a study to satellite
transmitter some of these birds to see how high they fly over the proposed corridor and where
they go, in order to determine what impacts there would be. The park would have to issue a
research permit for this work. There are a couple of university avian biologists that could
do this type of sensitive work such as Dr. Peter Fredericks of UF or Dr. Dale Gawlick of FAU.

Thanks,

Elsa M. Alvear

Chief of Resource Management, Biscayne National Park 9700 S.W. 328th Street, Homestead, FL
33033-5634 Direct (786) 335 3623

Office (305) 230-1144 x 002 Fax (305) 230-1190

Elsa Alvear@nps.gov
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