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i 1, , NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
g EWASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

*0 OCT 3 1 .179

Docket Nos. 50-272, 50-311,
50-354, 50-355

Mr. Julio Morales-Sanchez, Director
Enforcement Division
Environmental Protection Agency
Region II
26 Federal Plaza
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Morales-Sanchez:

In 1978 two specimens of Acipenser brevirostrum, shortnose sturgeon, which is
on the endanqered species list,'were collected at the cooling water intake at
Salem Nuclear Generating Station, Unit 1. We believe that the collection of
this species necessitates consultation with the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) under provisions of Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act,
Public Law 93-205 as amended by Public Law 95-632. Accordingly, we have
requested the NMFS to provide formal consultation.

EPA has the primary responsibility under the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act, as amended, for determining the adequacy of the intake structure to
minimize adverse environmental impact and also has required a 316(b) study e.t
Salem. Because additional studies may be required to provide data on shortnose
sturgeon, I believe EPA should be aware of our consultation with the NMFS and
should also consider joint participation with us in the consultation. More-
over, in accordance with provisions in 50 CFR 402.04(b)(2), we propose to
serve as lead agency for coordination of this matter, rather than having two
separate consultations with NMFS.

If need for additional information on aquatic effects is identified as a
result of consultation, we believe that such information should be obtained by
monitoring imposed through the NPDES permit procedure. In the meantime, we
believe that the 316(b) Plan of Study should be modified immediately to assure
that any further occurrences of shortnose sturgeon at Salem will be recorded.
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