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Dear Ms. Bladey,

The American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on the use of electronic signatures for
NRC documents related to the medical use of byproduct material maintained at licensees’ facilities.
ASTRO commends the NRC for soliciting stakeholder input prior to making a final decision on this
matter.

ASTRO is the largest radiation oncology society in the world, with more than 10,000 members who
specialize in treating patients with radiation therapies. As the leading organization in radiation oncology,
biology and physics, the Society is dedicated to improving patient care through education, clinical
practice, advancement of science and advocacy.

As the practice of radiation oncology and all of medicine moves towards the full implementation and
meaningful use of electronic health records and therefore, electronic signatures, ASTRO advises the
NRC to ensure that requirements promulgated by the NRC be consistent with those requirements being
proffered by other agencies, such as the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Without full harmonization across the various
federal systems and requirements on electronic signatures, we are concerned that unnecessary burdens
could be placed on health care providers. In addition to ensuring that the content of the electronic
signature regulations is consistent with those regulations being promulgated by other agencies, we ask
that NRC ensure consistency in the timing of those regulations. Inconsistent implementation dates
related to electronic signatures could result in confusion among physicians in their effort to comply.

Thank you for affording ASTRO the opportunity to provide comments on the use of electronic
signatures for NRC documents related to the medical use of byproduct material maintained at licensees’
facilities. As one of the leading physician specialties in both the medical use of radioactive materials and
the use of health information technology, we would like to serve as a resource to the NRC as it continues
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its important work on this issue. Please contact Cindy Tomlinson, Manager of Regulatory Affairs at
703-839-7366 or cindyt(@astro.org if you have any questions. '

Sincerely,

To | Tevesdt

Laura I. Thevenot
Chief Executive Officer

CC:  Ashley Cockerham, Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management
Programs
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