
 
 

February 28, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Larry Smith 
Plant Manager 
Honeywell Metropolis Works 
2768 North US 45 Road 
Metropolis, IL  62960 
 
SUBJECT:  APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT REQUEST TO MODIFY LICENSE CONDITION 18 

REGARDING THE CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT PROCESS, HONEYWELL 
METROPOLIS WORKS (TAC NO. L32758) 

 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
 
By letter dated July 12, 2010 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
[ADAMS] Accession No. ML102030260), Honeywell Metropolis Works (MTW) submitted its 
license application amendment request to revise License Condition 18 of the Honeywell Source 
Material License No. SUB-526 regarding the configuration management process. 
 
On February 8, 2010, the staff conducted a teleconference (ML110400045) with MTW to clarify 
the contents of the submittal and discuss draft requests for additional information.   
Subsequently, on February 10, 2011 the staff sent a letter to MTW (ML110320436) formally 
transmitting finalized requests for additional information (RAIs).  By letter dated February 15, 
2011, MTW provided its formal responses to the staff’s RAIs and supplemented its license 
amendment request (ML110550817).  The staff completed the review of the license amendment 
request, as supplemented, and found the proposed revision acceptable.  The staff’s Safety 
Evaluation Report is contained in Enclosure 1.  Enclosure 2 contains Materials License SUB-
526, Amendment 8, reflecting the revisions approved under this request.   
 
Neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is required  
for the proposed action because the requested license amendment is subject to the  
categorical exclusion provided in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 
Section 51.22(c)(10).   
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC's) "Rule 
of Practice," a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC 
Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records System component of the NRC's 
ADAMS.  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room). 
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If there are any questions regarding this action, please contact Mr. Kevin Mattern at  
301-492-3221 or via email to Kevin.Mattern@nrc.gov, or Ms. Tilda Liu, Project Manager for 
MTW, at 301-492-3217 or via e-mail to Tilda.Liu@nrc.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 

       
      Marissa G. Bailey, Deputy Director 
      Special Projects and Technical 
        Support Directorate 
      Division of Fuel Cycle Safety 

  and Safeguards 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
  and Safeguards 

 
Docket No. 40-3392   
License No. SUB-526 
 
Enclosures:   
As stated   
 
cc:    
Mr. Michael Greeno 
Nuclear Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Honeywell International, Inc. 
P.O. Box 430 
Highway 45 North 
Metropolis, IL  62960 
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DOCKET NUMBER:  40-3392 
 
LICENSE NUMBER: SUB-526 
 
LICENSE HOLDER:   Honeywell International 

Honeywell Metropolis Works 
Metropolis, Illinois 

 
SUBJECT:                 SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT FOR AMENDMENT REQUEST TO 

MODIFY LICENSE CONDITION 18 REGARDING THE 
CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT PROCESS (TAC NO. L32758) 

 
1.0 PROPOSED CHANGES  
 
By letters dated July 12, 2010 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
[ADAMS] Accession No. ML102030260), as supplemented on February 15, 2011 
(ML110550817), Honeywell Metropolis Works (MTW) requested a license amendment to modify 
its current license condition (LC) 18 contained in its Source Material License No. SUB-526 
regarding the configuration management process.  Presently, LC-18 states the following: 
 

18. The licensee shall conduct authorized activities at the Honeywell Metropolis 
Works Facility in accordance with the statements, representations and conditions 
(or as revised by change and/or configuration management processes as 
described therein) in: 

 
A. License Application dated May 12, 2006, as supplemented by letters 

dated March 20, 2007, and May 12, 2008;   
 

B. Safety Demonstration Report dated May 12, 2006; 
 

C. Emergency Response Plan (ERP), dated May 27, 2005; 
 

D. Integrated Safety Analysis (ISA) Summary transmitted by letter dated  
September 30, 2008; 

 
E. Site Reclamation Cost Estimate for Metropolis Plant dated January 10, 

2007; 
 

F. Amendment Request dated December 27, 2006, to possess and use 
sealed sources;  

 
G. [Deleted] 

 
H. Amendment Request dated July 17, 2008, as supplemented by letters 

dated October 1, 2008, and December 3, 2008, regarding new process 
for filling small UF6 cylinders; and 

 
I. Amendment Request dated March 27, 2009, as supplemented by letters 

dated May 11 and July 21, 2009, regarding changes to the facility’s 
surface contamination levels. 
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The proposed revision would modify the main text of LC-18 to read: 
 

18. The licensee shall conduct authorized activities at the Honeywell Metropolis 
Works Facility in accordance with the statements, representations and conditions 
(or as revised by the approved configuration management process as described 
in Item J) in: 

 
The proposed revision would modify item A of LC-18 to read: 
 

A. License Application dated May 12, 2006, as supplemented by letters 
dated March 20, 2007, May 12, 2008, July 12, 2010, and February 15, 
2011; 

 
The proposed revision would add item J of LC-18 to read: 
 

J. Amendment Request dated July 12, 2010 and supplemented on February 
15, 2011, regarding process description of the facility’s configuration 
control system. 

 
The proposed revision would also modify Section 2.6.3 of the license application described in 
item A of LC-18.  The specific substantive changes to Section 2.6.3 are described and 
addressed in the subsequent Discussion section. 
 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
On May 21, 2010, the NRC and representatives from MTW conducted a public meeting 
(ML101540499) to discuss a proposal for a revision to MTW’s source material license to provide 
key elements of the configuration management process for NRC’s review, specifically 
addressed in Section 2.6.3 of the license application.  Based on previous inspection findings, an 
opportunity to improve the change process was identified.  This license amendment request 
was submitted to add additional clarity and offer greater regulatory stability to the configuration 
management process already in use by MTW. 
 
3.0 DISCUSSION 
 
The purpose of this amendment request is to clarify and augment the management of change 
process that may be used by MTW to make changes to their site, structures, processes, 
systems, components, computer programs, and activities of personnel without prior NRC 
approval.  Changes are screened to ensure that prior NRC approval is not required, are 
documented with appropriate records, and are submitted within thirty (30) days of the end of 
each calendar year to the NRC for review.  It is noted that this process may be employed to 
make changes to the documents in LC-18, specifically, the license application (item A), the 
Safety Demonstration Report (item B), and the ISA Summary (item D).  While changes to other 
documents listed in LC-18 may be screened using this process, changes to C, E, H, I, and J are 
governed by additional regulatory requirements.  The Emergency Response Plan (item C) is 
evaluated using 10 CFR 40.35(f) and the Site Reclamation Cost Estimate (item E) is evaluated 
under 10 CFR 40.36(d), as described in Section 2.6.3 of the license application.  Changes 
related to items H, I, and J, fall under Section 2.6.3(C)(i) and are prohibited from being modified 
or changed in any way without prior NRC approval.  The proposed amendment more clearly 
specifies the facility’s configuration control system as a License Condition, specifically, item J of 
LC-18.   
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The configuration management of change process described in this amendment request was 
reviewed considering the change process in 10 CFR 70 and Draft Regulatory Guide (DG)-3037, 
entitled, “Guidance for Fuel Cycle Facility Change Processes” was also considered.  The 
guidance discusses how licensees can evaluate potential changes to determine whether NRC 
approval is required before implementing a change.  This regulatory guide also describes the 
level of information that the staff of the NRC considers acceptable for use in documenting and 
reporting changes made without prior NRC approval.  Specifically, the revisions to the change 
process were reviewed to ensure that changes made without prior NRC approval that are not 
prohibited by regulation, license condition, or order, and do not implement one or more of the 
following: 
 

• Create new types of accident sequences that, unless mitigated or prevented, 
would exceed the performance requirements of 10 CFR 70.61 and that have not 
previously been described in the ISA Summary. 

 
• Use new processes, technologies, or control systems for which the licensee has 

no prior experience. 
 

• Remove, without at least an equivalent replacement of the safety function, an 
item relied on for safety (IROFS) that is listed in the ISA Summary and is needed 
for compliance with the performance requirements of 10 CFR 70.61. 

 
• Alter any IROFS listed in the ISA Summary that is the sole item preventing or 

mitigating an accident sequence that exceeds the performance requirements of 
10 CFR 70.61. 

Section 2.6.3 of the license application entitled, “Configuration Control,” was found to 
adequately address the screening criteria described above in an analogous nature to that of the 
10 CFR 70 requirements and DG-3037.  An additional screening criterion was added stating 
that, “[T]he designated reviewer performs a detailed review to verify a change would not require 
NRC approval via an amendment.”  This text was added to provide additional assurance that 
the screening criteria capture all potential configuration changes that would require NRC 
approval before implementation.  Additional text was also added stating that, “Changes to this 
section cannot be made without prior NRC approval via a license amendment” to clearly 
delineate that the changes to the Configuration Control Process, described in Section 2.6.3, 
cannot be made without prior NRC approval.  Section 2.6.3.1 was also added to link the 
screening criteria in Section 2.6.3 with the license application and amendment process itself. 
 
In addition to a review of the screening process for these changes, the proposed configuration 
control and management of change process was reviewed to ensure that provisions were 
established to ensure that detailed records of facility changes are maintained until license 
termination, including written evaluations that document the bases for licensee determination 
that prior NRC approval was not required to implement changes.  The screening process and 
the requirements for reporting and recordkeeping were found to be consistent with applicable 
regulatory requirements and guidance, and continue to offer reasonable assurance that 
adequate public health and safety is being maintained. 
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
The staff determined that the request to modify LC-18 is related to changing reporting or 
administrative procedures, which are categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare a 
site-specific environmental assessment.  Therefore, in accordance with 10 CFR 51.22(c)(10), 
neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is warranted for 
this action.  
 
 
5.0  CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the review and evaluation of the information provided by MTW in its license 
amendment request dated July 12, 2010, as supplemented on February 15, 2011, the staff 
concludes that proposed modification to LC-18 contained in the license amendment request 
would continue to provide adequate protection of public health and safety, and the common 
defense and security.  Therefore, the staff concludes that the proposed changes are acceptable.   
 
PRINCIPAL CONTRIBUTOR 
 
Kevin S. Mattern 
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