
 
 

March 18, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor of the State of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Governor Brown:  
 
 On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am writing to request 
your appointment of a State Liaison Officer to act as the State of California’s primary liaison to 
the NRC.  James D. Boyd, Commissioner of the California Energy Commission, was previously 
appointed as the State Liaison Officer for California.  The NRC will continue to work with 
Commissioner Boyd unless you appoint a new State Liaison Officer.  I am providing you with 
two copies of the NRC brochure entitled, “State Liaison Officer Program,” which provides 
background information on, and describes the role of, the State Liaison Officer.  I am also 
enclosing a copy of the NRC “2010-2011 Information Digest,” which provides information 
describing NRC’s mission and its regulatory programs.  
 
 In 1976, the NRC adopted a recommendation from several State organizations, 
including the National Governors Association, that we request each State to appoint a single 
person to act as a liaison to the NRC to help improve Federal/State cooperation.  The NRC 
looks to the Governor-appointed State Liaison Officer to provide the primary communication 
channel between the State and the NRC.  The State Liaison Officer serves as the key person in 
the State to keep the Governor informed about issues under the NRC’s jurisdiction (specifically 
matters addressing nuclear regulation, nuclear security, nuclear emergency preparedness, and 
radiological public health and safety) and to provide the NRC with State information on 
particular nuclear safety, security, and environmental issues.   
 
 Since inception of the State Liaison Officer Program, State Liaison Officer 
responsibilities have continued to evolve.  Following the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
the NRC increased its security-related communications with the Governor-appointed State 
Liaison Officers.  Your appointed State Liaison Officer will serve as the recipient for sensitive 
unclassified information, including Safeguards Information (SGI), from the NRC.  SGI is a 
special category of sensitive unclassified information authorized by Section 147 of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, to be protected from inadvertent release and unauthorized 
disclosure.  Although SGI is sensitive unclassified information, it is handled and protected more 
like classified National Security Information.   
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 NRC also concluded that there is an increased need to ensure that other authorized 
State officials have access to SGI.  Because State Homeland Security Advisors are responsible 
for homeland security activities in the States, these State officials may also receive copies of 
NRC security information in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security.  This will 
help ensure that the State Homeland Security Advisor has knowledge of, and access to, this 
information and can share such information with other authorized State officials.   
 
 We will keep you informed of our programs and activities through Commissioner Boyd or 
your appointed designee.  At the same time, we will continue to work with other individuals in 
State agencies with whom we have established relationships.  If you or your staff have any 
questions concerning this correspondence or wish to obtain additional information about the 
State Liaison Officer program, please contact Dr. Josephine Piccone, Director, Division of 
Intergovernmental Liaison and Rulemaking, Office of Federal and State Materials and 
Environmental Management Programs, at (301) 415-7278 or by email at 
Josephine.Piccone@nrc.gov. 
 
 I thank you in advance for your assistance.  The Commission looks forward to your 
response and to continuing an excellent working relationship with the State of California.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
       /RA/ 
       
      Gregory B. Jaczko 
 
 
Enclosures: 
1) NRC Brochure, “State Liaison Officer Program” 
2) U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 2010-2011  

  Information Digest, NUREG-1350, Volume 22 
 
cc w/o enclosures:   
J. Boyd, State Liaison Officer 



   

 

Similar letter sent to: 
 
The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor of the State of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
cc:  J. Boyd, State Liaison Officer   
 
The Honorable John Hickenlooper 
Governor of the State of Colorado 
136 State Capitol 
Denver, CO  80203 
cc:  S. Tarlton, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy 
Governor of the State of Connecticut 
210 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT  06106 
cc:  E. Wilds, Jr., State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Rick Scott 
Governor of the State of Florida 
The Capitol, 405 Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399 
cc:  W. Passetti, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Terry Branstad 
Governor of the State of Iowa 
State Capitol 
Des Moines, IA  50319-0001 
cc:  M. Rasmusson, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Sam Brownback 
Governor of the State of Kansas 
State Capitol 2nd Floor 
Topeka, KS  66612 
cc:  T. Conley, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Paul R. LePage 
Governor of the State of Maine 
1 State House Station 
Augusta, ME  04333 
cc:  J. Hyland, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Mark Dayton 
Governor of the State of Minnesota 
75 Rev. Dr. Marin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Room 130 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
cc:  J. Stine, State Liaison Officer 
 
  



   

 

The Honorable Brian Sandoval 
Governor of the State of Nevada 
State Capitol, 101 North Carson Street 
Carson City, NV  89701 
cc:  K. Beckley, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of the State of New York 
State Capitol Executive Chamber 
Albany, NY  12224 
cc:  F. Murray, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Jack Dalrymple 
Governor of the State of North Dakota 
State Capitol, 600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 101 
Bismarck, ND  58501 
cc:  T. O’Clair, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable John Kasich 
Governor of the State of Ohio 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, OH  43266 
cc:  C. O’Claire, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor of the State of Oklahoma 
State Capitol Building, Suite 212 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
cc:  M. Broderick, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable John Kitzhaber 
Governor of the State of Oregon 
900 Court Street NE, Room 160 
Salem, OR  97301 
cc:  K. Niles, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Tom Corbett 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
cc:  D. Allard, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of the State of South Carolina 
1100 Gervais Street 
Columbia, SC  29211 
cc:  S. Jenkins, State Liaison Officer 
 
  



   

 

The Honorable Dennis Daugaard 
Governor of the South Dakota 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD  57501 
cc:  B. McDonald, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Scott Walker 
Governor of the State of Wisconsin 
115 East State Capitol 
Madison, WI  53702 
cc:  P. Schmidt, State Liaison Officer 
 
The Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of the State of Alabama 
State Capitol, 600 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, AL  36130 
cc:  J. McNees, Director 
 
The Honorable Nathan Deal 
Governor of the State of Georgia 
203 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
cc:  J. Hardeman, Chief 
 
The Honorable Neal Abercrombie 
Governor of the State of Hawaii 
State Capitol Executive Chambers 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
cc:  L. Nakasone, Division Administrator 
 
The Honorable Rick Snyder 
Governor of the State of Michigan 
Governor’s Office 
111 South Capitol Street 
Lansing, MI   48909 
cc:  K. Yale, Acting Section Chief 
 
The Honorable Susana Martinez 
Governor of the State of New Mexico 
490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Room 400 
Santa Fe, NM    87501 
cc:  R. Solomon, Deputy Secretary 
 
The Honorable Bill Haslam 
Governor of the State of Tennessee 
State Capitol 
Nashville, TN   37243-0001 
cc:  D. Shults, Director 
 
  



   

 

The Honorable Lincoln Chafee 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island 
State House, 82 Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
cc:  J. Smith, Executive Director 
 
The Honorable Peter Shumlin 
Governor of the State of Vermont 
109 State Street, 5th Floor 
Montpelier, VT  05609 
cc:  E. Miller, Commissioner 
 
The Honorable Matthew Mead 
Governor of the State of Wyoming 
200 West 24th Street, Room 124 
Cheyenne, WY  82002 
cc:  L. Majerus, Interim Director 
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