
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February 16, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Scott Head, Manager 
Regulatory Affairs 
Nuclear Innovation North America, LLC  
4000 Avenue F  
Bay City, TX  76109 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LETTER NO. 411 RELATED TO 

SRP SECTION 17.5 FOR THE SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT COMBINED 
LICENSE APPLICATION   

 
Dear Mr. Head 
 
By letter dated September 20, 2007, STP Nuclear Operating Company (STP) submitted for 
approval a combined license application pursuant to 10 CFR Part 52.  The U. S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is performing a detailed review of this application to enable 
the staff to reach a conclusion on the safety of the proposed application. 
 
The NRC staff has identified that additional information is needed to continue portions of the 
review.  The staff’s request for additional information (RAI) is contained in the enclosure to this 
letter.   
 
To support the review schedule, you are requested to respond within 30 days of the date of this 
letter.  If changes are needed to the safety analysis report, the staff requests that the RAI 
response include the proposed wording changes. 
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If you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, I can be reached at 
301-415-3104 or by e-mail at Michael.Eudy@nrc.gov or you may contact George Wunder at 
301-415-1494 or by e-mail at George.Wunder@nrc.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 /RA/ 
 

Michael Eudy, Project Manager 
ABWR Projects Branch  
Division of New Reactor Licensing 
Office of New Reactors 
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Request for Additional Information No. 5523 Revision 5 
 

2/16/2011 
 

South Texas Project Units 3 and 4 
South Texas Project Nuclear Operating Co 

Docket No. 52-012 and 52-013 
SRP Section: 17.5 - Quality Assurance Program Description - Design Certification, Early Site 

Permit and New License Applicants 
Application Section: 17.5S 

 
QUESTIONS for Quality and Vendor Branch 2 (ESBWR/ABWR) (CQVB) 
 
17.5-10 
 
In response to RAI 17.5-9, STPNOC committed to update “STP 3 &4 Quality Assurance Program 
Description [STP 3&4 QAPD],” to the latest revision of NEI 06-14A. STP 3&4 QAPD Revision 5 
referenced in STP COLA FSAR Section 17.5S is based on NEI 06-14, Revision 9 (NEI 06-14A, 
Revision 7). Consistent with the NRC staff's safety evaluation on NEI 06-14, Rev. 9 (ML101800497), 
applicants that do not wish to include a commitment to RG 1.33, Rev. 2, in their QAPDs, must explicitly 
address the provisions in Attachment 4 to NEI 06-14, Revision 9, while also including Part V, 
"Additional Quality Assurance and Administrative Controls for the Plant Operational Phase," in their 
QAPDs. Accordingly, the staff requests NINA to submit (on the docket), the information in Attachment 4 
to NEI 06-14 as it pertains to the STP 3&4 application, or otherwise include an explicit commitment RG 
1.33, Rev 2 in Part IV, "Regulatory Commitments," of the STP 3&4 QAPD. 
  
In addition, the staff notes that STP 3&4 QAPD, Revision 5, revised the QAPD to reflect the 
organizational changes associated with NINA becoming the lead applicant of the STP 3&4 COLA. The 
QAPD primarily refers to NINA and not STPNOC who will follow the QAPD during the Operations 
Phase. Part 1, Section 1, includes the following note: 
  

Note: Throughout this QAPD the term NINA is used for the purpose of simplification. It is implied 
that STPNOC will establish and implement all applicable Quality requirements consistent with 
this QAPD during the operations phase. 
  

The staff is unclear what is meant by the term “implied” with respect to STPNOC’s implementation of 
the QAPD during the Operation Phase. The staff requests NINA to clarify the organization that will 
implement the QAPD during operation. 
  
In addition, during the Construction/Preoperation Phase, NINA plans to contract out portions of the QA 
program such as training and procedure writing to STPNOC as described in the QAPD. SRP 17.5, 
Section II.A.6 describes controls needed to be provided if major portions of the QAP are delegated to 
outside organizations. The QAPD does not have this level of depth on the controls of STPNOC. The 
staff requests NINA to clarify the QAPD to address these controls described in SRP 17.5. 
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