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Lopas, Sarah

From: Kincaid, Charles T [charley.kincaid@pnl.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:36 PM
To: Lopas, Sarah; Masnik, Michael; Haque, Mohammad; McBride, Mark
Cc: Chamness, Michele A; MacLellan, Jay; Vail, Lance W
Subject: FW: Request for SCDHEC Assistance on groundwater issue related to the proposed Lee 

Nuclear Station

Sarah et al. 

I’ve received a response from Rob Devlin of the SCDHEC concerning the comment we received about private wells 
being impacted by blasting (see below).  Apparently this experience was associated with blasting and dewatering 
activity at a marble quarry in northeastern Cherokee County, 5 miles north of Blacksburg. 

This event was not associated with construction of the Cherokee Nuclear Station, and an employee of the SCDHEC from 
1975 does not recall any problems or investigations at or near the Cherokee site during that time. 

I believe the report summary provided by Mr. Devlin, coupled with Duke’s data showing no impact to offsite wells 
during the construction of the Cherokee Nuclear Station, is sufficient to address the issue raised by the public 
comment. 

Charley 

From: Rob Devlin [mailto:devlinrj@dhec.sc.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 7:46 AM 
To: Kincaid, Charles T 
Subject: Re: Request for SCDHEC Assistance on groundwater issue related to the proposed Lee Nuclear Station 

 

Mr. Charles Kincaid, 
  
I have looked into you request by querying some the old timers that are still working at the Agency. They remembered 
the well complaints in the Cherokee area and sent me a link to a report by the former South Carolina Water Resource 
Commission SCWRC ( http://www.dnr.sc.gov/water/hydro/HydroPubs/Abs_wrc_of19.htm ). I will look for a hard copy of 
this report, but you may want to contact Joe Gellici (GelliciJ@dnr.sc.gov) at the SC Department of Natural Resources 
(SCDNR). The SCWRC was merged into SC Department of Health & Environmental Control (SCDHEC) and SCDNR in the 
mid 1990's. 
  
The SC Department of Health & Environmental Control was formed at or near 1974. When talking to an employee who 
started in 1975, he does not recall any problems or investigations at or near the Cherokee site during that time. Today 
any problems or complaints about private wells would first go to our Regional 2 Office or to the Private Well Program 
(Jim Hess 
hessjr@dhec.sc.gov ). 
  
I hope this information is useful to you. If there is anything else I do please feel free to contact me. 
  
Thanks 
  
  
  
Rob Devlin, Manager 
Groundwater Management Section 
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SCDHEC 
(803)898-3798 
devlinrj@dhec.sc.gov 
  
>>> "Kincaid, Charles T" <charley.kincaid@pnl.gov> 2/14/2011 4:36 PM >>> 
Mr. Rob Devlin 
Head, Groundwater Section SCDHEC 
  
I work at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and am currently working on behalf of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
preparing the groundwater section of a draft environmental impact statement for the proposed Lee Nuclear Station.  I’ve been 
provided your name through other contacts in the government of South Carolina and told that you might be able to either answer 
a question or provide me the name of someone who could. 
  
During the last round of public comments on the Lee Nuclear Station application we received a comment stating as follows, “The 
last time they were blasting and working at the site, some people in the area lost their wells and water.  What are your plans to see 
we have plenty of safe water?  Who should we contact in case we have a problem with our water supply?” 
  
In their application for the proposed facility, the applicant (Duke Energy) described a monitoring network and data taken at on‐site 
and off‐site wells during construction of the Cherokee Nuclear Station.  I believe this is the construction to which the comment 
refers because they mention blasting.  Based on that data the applicant states that off‐site wells adjacent to the construction site 
were not impacted during the previous construction, and would not be expected to be impacted during the proposed 
construction.   
  
If data or records exist, I’d like to learn more about the number of instances and their locations in the area of the proposed site 
where wells or groundwater were “lost” during construction of the not completed Cherokee Nuclear Station, or during a more 
recent event at the site.   
  
I would like to learn of a State agency that would have had a role in permitting or overseeing groundwater supplies when the 
original construction took place (circa 1974).  If there was no State agency that would have tracked this type of information during 
the prior construction, let me know that as well.  If there was, please provide contact information. 
  
If there wasn’t such a State agency in 1974, I assume there is such an agency today that tracks groundwater use, and receives and 
responds to public concerns that arise with groundwater supplies.  If that is the case, then please provide contact information for 
the current agency. 
  
Thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide. 
  
Charley Kincaid 
Staff Scientist 
Environmental Assessment Group 
Earth Systems Science Division 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
902 Battelle Boulevard 
PO Box 999, MSIN K9‐33 
Richland, WA 99352 USA 
Tel: 509‐372‐6102 
Fax: 509‐372‐6089 
charley.kincaid@pnl.gov 
  
  
  


