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ENTERGY’S QUESTIONS REGARDING NRC’s FSEIS ON INDIAN POINT’s
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION

Summarized below are certain observations and questions regarding the analysis in the
FSEIS, Appendices H and I, of potential impacts to due impingement and entrainment.

1.

The numbers of organisms entrained, as listed in Table 1-42, are too large by a factor of
1,000.

Given NRC’s criteria for the three levels of potential impact (“small”, "moderate”,
and “large”), we would like to better understand how the assessment method
employed in the FSEIS was used to establish “large” potential impacts — that would
be characterized by the destabilization of an important attribute of a fish population.
We are seeking clarification of the FSEIS’ assessment of destabilization.

We would like to better understand why the FSEIS employs a “Strength of
Connection” (SOC) method in the assessment of impingement and entrainment
impacts that employs assumptions about exponential differences over time -- the
SOC method seems to project differences, based on perceived impacts of losses, that
are difficult to reconcile with population dynamics and longstanding wildlife
management decision-making As a result, with a sufficient number of years
included in the model projection, the method would conclude a “high” strength of
connection for a species, even if entrainment and impingement mortality rates
approached zero, for any nuclear facility.

We are seeking clarification on why estimates of entrainment mortality rates used in
the “Strength of Connection” analysis were based solely on the small fraction of fish
present in a limited area of the Hudson River, rather than on population abundance,
despite longstanding information regarding movement and location of relevant fish.
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