March 2, 2011

Mr. David Bernhart

Assistant Regional Administrator
for Protected Resources

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

263 13th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE CONSULTATION FOR THE ATLANTIC STURGEON
FOR THE VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 3 AND 4
COMBINED LICENSES APPLICATION

Dear Mr. Bernhart:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is reviewing an application, submitted on
March 31, 2008, from Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc (Southern) and its four co-
applicants for combined licenses (COLSs) to construct and operate two Westinghouse AP1000
pressurized water reactors at the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant (VEGP) site in Burke County,
GA. The COL application referenced an early site permit (ESP) for the VEGP site that was
issued to Southern and its co-applicants in 2009. As part of the ESP process, the NRC staff
developed a draft and final environmental impact statement.

As part of the NRC’s responsibilities under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
NRC staff prepared a biological assessment (BA) in connection with the VEGP ESP review
documenting potential impacts on the shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) as a result
of preconstruction site-development activities of the two new units at the VEGP site. That BA,
which was submitted to your office on January 25, 2008, concluded that the proposed action is
not likely to adversely affect the shortnose sturgeon. The National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) concurred with that determination in a letter dated August 11, 2008. In a letter dated
September 3, 2010, the NRC confirmed with your office that the ESP-stage consultation
encompassed the proposed actions included in the COL application.

The shortnose sturgeon was the only applicable listed or proposed species under the purview of
the NMFS during the NRC staff's ESP-stage consultation. On October 6, 2010, NMFS,
published in the Federal Register (75 FR 61904), a proposed rule for listing the Carolina and
South Atlantic distinct population segments of the Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus
oxyrinchus) as endangered under the ESA. To address this development, the NRC has
prepared the enclosed document which describes the potential effects of the construction and
operation of two new nuclear units at the VEGP site on the Atlantic sturgeon and serves as our
conference consultation under Title 50 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 402,
subpart B, Section 402.10 (50 CFR 402). This document is limited to consultation on the
Atlantic sturgeon and does not affect the prior NRC or NMFS assessment regarding the
shortnose sturgeon. The NRC is requesting NMFS concurrence with the NRC staff’s
determination that the proposed action is unlikely to adversely affect the Atlantic sturgeon.
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If you have any questions regarding this consultation letter or the staff’'s request, please contact
Ms. Mallecia Sutton, NRC Environmental Project Manager via telephone at 301-415-0673 or
via e-mail to Mallecia.Sutton@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Gregory Hatchett, Chief

Environmental Projects Branch 1

Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

Docket Nos.: 52-025
52-026

Enclosure:
As stated

cc w/o encl: See next page
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Mr. M. Stanford Blanton
Esquire

Balch and Bingham, LLP
P.O. Box 306
Birmingham, AL 35201

Ms. Michele Boyd

Legislative Director

Energy Program

Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy
and Environmental Program

215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Marvin Fertel
Senior Vice President
and Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 | Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Lucious Abram

County Commissioner

Office of the County Commissioner
Burke County Commission

PO Box 1626

Waynesboro, GA 30830

O. C. Harper, IV

Vice President - Resources Planning and
Nuclear Development

Georgia Power Company

241 Ralph McGill Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30308

Mr. Steven M. Jackson

Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW
Atlanta, GA 30328-4684

Mr. Louis B. Long

Vice President Technical Support
Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Director

Consumer's Utility

Counsel Division

Governor's Office of Consumer Affairs
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive

Plaza Level East, Suite 356

Atlanta, GA 30334-4600

Mr. Arthur H. Domby, Esquire
Troutman Sanders
Nations Bank Plaza

600 Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30308-2216

Mr. Jeffrey T. Gasser

Executive Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating Company,Inc.
P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Laurence Bergen
Oglethorpe Power Corp.
2100 E Exchange PI,
PO Box 1349

Tucker, GA 30085-1349

Mr. Charles R. Pierce

Vogtle Deployment Licensing Manager
Southern Nuclear Operating Co., Inc.
PO Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Resident Inspector
Vogtle Plant

8805 River Road
Waynesboro, GA 30830
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Resident Manager

Mr. Reece McAlister

Executive Secretary

Georgia Public Service Commission
Atlanta, GA 30334

Mr. Thomas O. McCallum

Site Development Project Engineer
Southern Nuclear Operating Co., Inc.
PO Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Joseph (Buzz) Miller
Executive Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Thomas Moorer

Environmental Project Manager
Southern Nuclear Operating Co., Inc.
PO Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

David Bernhart

Assistant Regional Administrator
for Protect Resources

National Marine Fisheries Service

263 13" Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Sam Booher
Concerned Citizen
4387 Roswell Drive
Augusta, GA 30907

Claude Howard
394 Nathaniel Howard Rd
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Glenn Carroll
Nuclear Watch South
PO Box 8574
Atlanta, GA 31106

Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Alvin W. Vogtle Nuclear Plant
7821 River Road
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Mr. Jerry Smith
Commissioner
District 8
Augusta-Richmond County Commission
1332 Brown Road
Hephzibah, GA 30815

Mr. Robert E. Sweeney
IBEX ESI

4641 Montgomery Avenue
Suite 350

Bethesda, MD 20814

Bentina C. Terry

Southern Nuclear Operating Company,Inc.
PO Box 1295, BIN B-022

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Courtney Hanson
250 Georgia Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30312

Annie Laura Stephens
146 Nathanield Howard Rd
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Lucious Abrams

Burke County Commissioner
2032 Bough Red Hill
Keysville, GA 30816

Richard H. Byne
537 Jones Avenue
Waynesboro, GA 30830
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Tommy Mitchell

Burke County Schools
352 Southside Dr
Waynesboro, GA 30830

George DelLoach

Mayor of Waynesboro
201 Oak Lane
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Robin Baxley

Best Office Solutions
142 S. Liberty St
Waynesboro, GA 30830



Email

APH@NEI.org (Adrian Heymer)

awc@nei.org (Anne W. Cottingham)
robin@bestofficesolutions.net (Robin Y. Baxley)
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com (Charles Brinkman)
deloachjane@hotmail.com (George DelLoach)
chris.maslak@ge.com (Chris Maslak)
crpierce@southernco.com (C.R. Pierce)
cwaltman@roe.com (C. Waltman)
david.hinds@ge.com (David Hinds)
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com (David Lewis)
dlochbaum@UCSUSA.org (David Lochbaum)
erg-xl@cox.net (Eddie R. Grant)
frankqg@hursttech.com (Frank Quinn)
greshaja@westinghouse.com (James Gresham)
james.beard@gene.ge.com (James Beard)
jgutierrez@morganlewis.com (Jay M. Gutierrez)
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org (James Riccio)
jim@ncwarn.org (Jim Warren)
JJINesrsta@cpsenergy.com (James J. Nesrsta)
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com (Joseph Hegner)
KSutton@morganlewis.com (Kathryn M. Sutton)
kwaugh@impact-net.org (Kenneth O. Waugh)
lynchs@gao.gov (Sarah Lynch - Meeting Notices Only)
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com (Maria Webb)
mark.beaumont@wsms.com (Mark Beaumont)
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com (Matias Travieso-Diaz)
mcaston@southernco.com (Moanica Caston)
media@nei.org (Scott Peterson)
mike_moran@fpl.com (Mike Moran)
tmitche@eburke.k12.ga.us (Tommy Mitchell)
nirsnet@nirs.org (Michael Mariotte)
eogleyoliver@gmail.com (Emma Ogley-Oliver)
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com (Patricia L. Campbell)
paul.gaukler@pillsburylaw.com (Paul Gaukler)
bobby@waud.org (Bobbie Paul)
Paul@beyondnuclear.org (Paul Gunter)
phinnen@entergy.com (Paul Hinnenkamp)
pshastings@duke-energy.com (Peter Hastings)
RJB@NEIl.org (Russell Bell)
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com (R.K. Temple)
Crivard (?)

roberta.swain@ge.com (Roberta Swain)
burkechamber@roelco.net (Ashley Roberts)
sandra.sloan@areva.com (Sandra Sloan)
sfrantz@morganlewis.com (Stephen P. Frantz)
sbooher@aol.com (Sam Booher)
steven.hucik@ge.com (Steven Hucik)
tomccall@southernco.com (Tom McCallum)
diannevalentin@gmail.com (Dianne Valentin)
pvince20@gmail.com (Patricia Vincent)
waraksre@westinghouse.com (Rosemarie E. Warak)
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