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DEC 22 200 OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION
MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT:  Applicability of Subpart WtoU RecOVery Facilities
FROM: Tom Peake, Directo , SWA
Center for Waste Management and Regulatlons
TO: Deborah Lebow-Aal, Chief

Indoor Air Toxics and Transportation Unit, EPA Region 8

You have asked for clarification regarding the types of uranium recovery facilities that are
subject to the requirements in 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart W, National Emission Standards for
Radon Emissions from Operating Mill Tailings (“Subpart W”). Subpart W applies to “owners or
operators of facilities licensed to manage uranium byproduct material during and following the
processing of uranium ores, commonly referred to as uranium mills and their associated
tailings.” 40 CFR 61.250. Subpart W defines “uranium byproduct material or tailings” as “the
waste produced by the extraction or concentration of uranium from any ore processed primarily
for its source material content.” 40 CFR 61.251(g). Thus, any type of uranium recovery facility
that is managing “uranium byproduct material or tailings” during its operation is subject to
Subpart W. Such facilities may include, but are not limited to, conventional mills, in-situ leach
facilities and heap leach facilities.

Subpart W requirements specifically apply to the structures at the uranium recovery facilities that
are used to “manage” or contain the “uranium byproduct material or tailings.” Common names
for these structures may include, but are not be limited to, impoundments, tailings
impoundments, evaporation or holding ponds, and heap leach piles. However, the name itself is
not important for determining whether Subpart W requirements apply to that structure; rather,
applicability is based on what these structures contain.
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