
March 4, 2011 
 
Mr. Jerald G. Head 
Senior Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy  
3901 Castle Hayne Road MC A-18  
Wilmington, NC 28401 
 
SUBJECT: GE HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY ADVANCED BOILING WATER REACTOR 

DESIGN CERTIFICATION RENEWAL APPLICATION  
 
Dear Mr. Head: 
 
In the letter dated December 7, 2010, transmitting your renewal application, you requested that 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) retain the original advanced boiling water 
reactor (ABWR) certified design as a separate appendix in Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (10 CFR) Part 52 and issue a separate appendix for other applicants seeking to 
amend the certified design.  In the enclosure to your letter, you provided the basis for this 
request.   
 
As you may be aware, the NRC addressed the topic of regulatory treatment of multiple suppliers 
for a single certified design in the proposed rule amending the ABWR design certification (DC) 
to comply with NRC’s Aircraft Impact Assessment Rule (76 FR 3540); January 20, 2011.  In the 
statements of consideration (SOC) for the proposed rule amending the ABWR design 
certification rule (DCR), the NRC discussed how the NRC should treat multiple suppliers for a 
single certified design.  The NRC proposed that amendment and renewals of a DCR with 
multiple suppliers should be accomplished – absent special considerations - using a “branches” 
approach.  Under a “branches” approach, there would be a single DCR with multiple branches. 
Each branch would describe a complete design to be supplied by the respective supplier.  
 
In light of the Commission’s proposal in the ABWR amendment to use “branches” as the 
standard approach, together with the SOC’s discussion of the factors underlying the NRC’s 
proposal, the staff declines to process your renewal application as a separate DCR.  If you have 
concerns with the NRC’s proposal to pursue the “branches” approach for the ABWR DC 
renewal, please present your concerns by commenting on the ABWR AIA amendment proposed 
rulemaking.  The public comment period closes on April 5, 2011.  Depending upon Commission 
direction on the final ABWR amendment, the staff may either continue to process your renewal 
under the “branches” approach, or process your renewal application as a separate appendix 
under 10 CFR Part 52.  If the Commission publishes the proposed GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy 
(GEH) renewal using the “branches” approach, then GEH will have the opportunity to state any 
objections to the “branches” approach during the public comment period on the proposed rule 
renewing the GEH design. 
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Should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, please contact Adrian 
Muñiz, GE Hitachi ABWR Renewal Lead Project Manager at 301-415-4093 or via e-mail 
address at Adrian.Muniz@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 
      David B. Matthews, Director 
      Division of New Reactor Licensing 
      Office of New Reactors 
 
Docket No. 52-045 
 
cc:  See next page 
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Should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, do not hesitate to contact 
Adrian Muñiz, GE Hitachi ABWR Renewal Lead Project Manager at 301-415-4093 or via e-mail 
address at Adrian.Muniz@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 
      David B. Matthews, Director 
      Division of New Reactor Licensing 
      Office of New Reactors 
 
Docket No. 52-045 
 
cc: See next page 
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Energy Program 
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  and Environmental Program 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20003 
       
Mr. Tom Sliva 
7207 IBM Drive 
Charlotte, NC  28262 
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Email 
APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer) 
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham) 
bgattoni@roe.com   (William (Bill) Gattoni)) 
brianr.johnson@ge.com   (R. R. Johnson) 
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman) 
chris.maslak@ge.com   (Chris Maslak) 
Christopher.Powell@ge.com   (Christopher Powell) 
CumminWE@Westinghouse.com   (Edward W. Cummins) 
cwaltman@roe.com   (C. Waltman) 
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com   (David Lewis) 
ero@nrc.gov   (Eric Oesterle) 
F.Shahrokhi@areva.com   (Farshid Shahrokhi) 
GovePA@BV.com   (Patrick Gove) 
gzinke@entergy.com   (George Alan Zinke) 
hugh.upton@ge.com   (Hugh Upton) 
jerald.head@ge.com   (Jerald G. Head) 
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org   (James Riccio) 
Joseph.Ondish@ge.com   (Joseph Ondish) 
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com    (Joseph Hegner) 
Kenichi.Sato.sz@hitachi.com   (Kenichi Sato) 
KSutton@morganlewis.com   (Kathryn M. Sutton) 
kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh) 
lchandler@morganlewis.com   (Lawrence J. Chandler) 
Linda.Dolan@ge.com   (Linda Dolan) 
lon.burnam@house.state.tx.us   (Lon Burnam) 
Marc.Brooks@dhs.gov   (Marc Brooks) 
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb) 
mark.beaumont@wsms.com   (Mark Beaumont) 
Maryann.Herzog@ge.com   (Maryann Herzog) 
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com   (Matias Travieso-Diaz) 
media@nei.org   (Scott Peterson) 
mike_moran@fpl.com   (Mike Moran) 
MSF@nei.org   (Marvin Fertel) 
nirsnet@nirs.org   (Michael Mariotte) 
Nuclaw@mindspring.com  (Robert Temple) 
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com   (Patricia L. Campbell) 
Paul@beyondnuclear.org   (Paul Gunter) 
pbessette@morganlewis.com   (Paul Bessette) 
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings) 
rick.kingston@ge.com   (Rick Kingston) 
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell) 
Rschrauder@tane.toshiba.com   (Robert Schrauder) 
Ryan.hough@ge.com   (Ryan Hough) 
sabinski@suddenlink.net   (Steve A. Bennett) 
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sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan) 
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz) 
stephan.moen@ge.com   (Stephan Moen) 
strambgb@westinghouse.com   (George Stramback) 
tom.miller@hq.doe.gov   (Tom Miller) 
trsmith@winston.com   (Tyson Smith) 
Vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov   (Vanessa Quinn) 
Wanda.K.Marshall@dom.com   (Wanda K. Marshall) 
wayne.marquino@ge.com   (Wayne Marquino) 
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