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Status of GSI-191

• All licensees have taken actions to improve 
strainer performance

• 48 of 69 PWRs are nearly complete
– Some of these are “test to success”
– Many plants have modifications planned
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y
– In-vessel effects remain biggest challenge

• Testing continues
– In-vessel effects
– Zone of influence
– Debris settling

• BWR Owners Group is addressing lessons 
learned



SRM-SECY-10-0113
General

• SRM issued December 23, 2010

• Commission understands that industry is 
expected to:
– Conclude testing in 2011

– Develop path forward in mid-2012
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• Commission directed staff to evaluate 
alternatives for closing GSI-191
– Includes risk-informing GSI-191

• Commission seeks information on dose 
estimates

• Prudent to complete testing before further 
modifications



SRM-SECY-10-0113 (Cont.)
Ongoing Testing for GSI-191

• In-vessel effects
– Needed to close GSI-191

– May be limiting factor in terms of debris

– Test plan under development

• Zone of influence
Refinement to models
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– Refinement to models

– Test plan under development

• Debris settling
– Refinement to models

– Test plan under development

• Testing expected to conclude in 2011



SRM-SECY-10-0113 (Cont.)
Alternatives for Closing 
GSI-191

• SRM directed staff to explore alternatives
– Includes risk-informing GSI-191

• Consider how to treat debris fouling as 
beyond-design-basis
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beyond design basis
– 50.46a
– No transition break size approach
– Phenomenological justification



SRM-SECY-10-0113 (Cont.)
Dose Estimates

• Commission needs understanding of the 
differences between staff and industry estimates

• Staff to seek industry input
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Path Forward

• Licensee commitments
– Many licensees have commitments related to GSI-191

– If revising commitments, send letter to NRC

• Staff is developing the plan for closing GSI-191
– Includes completion of ongoing testing– Includes completion of ongoing testing

– Includes alternative approaches

– Staff seeks stakeholder input and feedback on plan

• Staff is keeping Commission informed of 
progress on regular basis

• Staff will develop report for Commission
– June 2012
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