
 
 
 
 

Phone/Conference Call Record 
 
 
Project/Plant: Calvert Cliffs Unit 3    
 
Date: 1/24/2011 
 
Time: 11:15 PST 
 
Attendees: 
 
Name Title Agency/Organization 
Michelle Niemeyer Socio/EJ SME PNNL 

Kelton Clark Director Morgan State University – 
Estuarine Research Center 

J Howard Hixson, III Environmental Impacts 
Manager/ Hatchery 
Manager 

Morgan State University – 
Estuarine Research Center 

 
Purpose of call:  Subsistence fishing in the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant (CCNPP) area.  

 

Background: Following a comment from the EPA during the DEIS scoping period I 
contacted Vincent Leggett with regard to the possibility of subsistence fishing in the Calvert 
Cliffs area. He referred me to Kelton Clark of the Estuarine Research Center at Morgan 
State University.  
 
Call Notes: Dr. Clark included a colleague at the Center on the call, J Hixson. Both 
concluded that the only areas near CCNPP where subsistence fishing could occur would be 
Solomons Island and North Beach however, neither had ever seen anyone subsistence 
fishing in these areas. The rest of the coastline near the site is either restricted or privately 
owned by residences that would not be subsistence fishing. Mr. Hixson has been in the area 
since 1972 and drives by Solomons almost daily and wasn’t aware of any subsistence 
fishing. Most of the fishing occurring in these areas is sport fishing. Dr. Clark and Mr. Hixson 
stated that there is a large number of waterman who make their money off the water by 
catching and selling fish or other water based activities. They were aware and had seen 
subsistence fishing in other areas of the Chesapeake Bay particularly around Baltimore but 
none anywhere near the CCNPP or on the Patuxent River near the site. They indicated that 
Calvert County is a wealthy, fairly suburban county in Maryland.  
 
Mr. Hixson helped with siting Unit 3 previously and was knowledgeable with the water intake 
system and the amount of water needed for cooling as compared to Units 1 & 2 withdrawals. 
In his opinion the water withdrawal for Unit 3 would not be significant enough to 
disproportionately impact subsistence fishers if they were in the CCNPP vicinity. The only 
impact he could see if subsistence fishing was occurring near CCNPP was if there were fish 
such as perch wintering in the warm waters around CCNPP and they shut the units down.  
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