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January 20, 2011 

Mr. James Bashor, Geologist 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management/Newcastle Field Office 
1101 Washington Blvd. 
Newcastle, WY 82701 

RE: Ross ISR Project Plan of Operations Submittal 

Dear James: 

On behalf of Strata Energy and the Ross ISR Project Team, I wish to thank you for the 
guidance you have provided to date in the preparation of the accompanying documents: 

• 	 Application to the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC) for a Combined Source 
and 11e. (2) Byproduct Material License; and 

• 	 Application to the Wyoming Department of Envi ronmental Quality/Land Quality Division 
(WDEQ/LQD) for a Permit to Mine 

Input from you and your team has been a key element in helping us to present these 
documents with confidence to the aforementioned regulatory agencies. The following discussion 
works through our interpretation of the regulations and provides details regarding the attached 
documents. 

As you are aware, a Plan of Operations must be submitted to BLM for approval before 
beginning operations greater than casual use on public lands. Strata is providing the 
accompanying documents to the BLM Newcastle Field Office in place of a separate BLM Plan of 
Operations in an effort to reduce duplication of information and efforts. This utilization of 
preexisting documents for the Plan of Operations is consistent with Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) No. WY 19 between the BLM and WDEQlLQD "to avoid duplication of 
administration and enforcement", and with a simi lar MOU between the BLM and USNRC to 
"improve the interagency communications, facilitate the sharing of special expertise and 
information, and coordinate the preparation of studies, reports and environmental (NEPA) 
documents". With this in mind, we look forward to BLM-NFO's participation as a cooperating 
agency with the USNRC throughout the NEPA process and believe this approach will result in 
tremendous savings of time and effort for all involved. 
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As you are further aware, the Plan of Operations must contain information at a level sufficient 
for BLM to determine that the plan "prevents unnecessary and undue degradation of public 
lands". Most of the information required for the Plan of Operations can be found in the 
WDEQlLQD Permit to Mine application, but some is found only in the USNRC License 
Application. The table below lists the information required in a Plan of Operations and a cross­
reference to the specific sections in the two documents as to where the information is located. 

Both of the attached application documents contain confidential information that is not to be 
made available to the public. Strata seeks to protect two classes of information from public 
disclosure: (1) historic and cultural resources information and (2) Central Processing Plant 
design and process-related plans. According to federal regu lations, Strata labeled all pages of 
the USNRC License Application to be withheld from public disclosure in the top right corner. 
Confidential information is found in Addendum 3.8-A (2010 Baseline Cultural and 
Paleontological Resource Survey) of the Environmental Report portion of the USNRC License 
Application and in Section 3.2 (Recovery Plant, Processing and Chemical Storage Facilities) and 
Section 5.7 (Radiation Safety Controls and Monitoring) of the Technical Report portion of the 
USNRC application. Volume 1a of the WDEQlLQD Mine Permit Application (2010 Baseline 
Cultural Paleontological Resource Survey) is marked as privileged and confidential as well. 

We welcome the opportunity to submit these accompanying documents in place of a separate 
Plan of Operations for the proposed Ross ISR Project. We look forward to working with BLM 
staff in the near future to ensure that Strata provides adequate information to facilitate BLM's 
evaluation of potentia l impacts to public health and safety and to the environment on the publ ic 
lands included in this proposed project. As always, please feel free to contact me or Ben 
Schiffer with WWC shou ld you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your time and 
consideration in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Enclosures, as noted 
cc: 	Strata Business Office (cover letter only) 

Mr. Alan Bjornsen (USNRC HQ) (cover letter only) 
Mr. John Saxton (USNRC HQ) (cover letter only) 
Mr. Miles Bennett (WDEQ/LQD-District 3) (cover letter only) 
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USNRC ER USNRC TR WDEQ/LQD 
Operator Information 

- The name mailinq address phone number taxpayer identification number of the operator(s) TR.1.3 Adjudication 
- BLM serial number(s) of any unpatented mininq claim(s) where disturbance would occur Adjudication 
- The point of contact TR.1.3 Adjudication 

Description of Operations - A description of the equipment devices or practices YOU propose to use during operations including: 
- Maps of the project area at an appropriate scale showing the location of exploration activities, drill sites, mining activities, ER.1 TR.3 MP.2 - .7 

processing facilities waste rock and tailing disposal areas support facilities structures buildinqs and access routes (Various) (Various) (Various) I 

- Preliminary or conceptual designs, cross sections, and operating plans for mining areas, processing facilities, and waste rock ER.1 TR.3 MP.2 
and tailinq disposal facilities (Various) (Various) (Various) 

- Water management plans 
ER.1.4.10 & 

TR.4.2 MP.2.8 - .2.10 I 

.4.13 & 7.2 

- Rock characterization and handling plans Not Applicable 
- Quality assurance plans ER.6.4 TR.6.4.4 MP.13.0 

MP.7.2.3, 
- Spill contingency plans ER.S.10.2 9.2.4 & 9.S.3 I 
- A general schedule of operations from start through closure ER.1.3 TR.1.9 RP.4.0 I 
- Plans for all access roads water supply pipelines and power or utility services ER.1.2 TR.6.2.1 MP.2.S & 2.6 

Reclamation Plan - A plan for reclamation to meet the standards in § 3809.420 : 
- Drill-hole pluqqinq ER.3 .1.9 Adden 2.6-E Adden RP-1 I 

- Regrading and reshaping ER.S.3 TR.6.2 
RP.3.2.1.1 & l 

3.2.6 

- Mine reclamation, including information on the feasibility of pit backfilling that details economic, environmental, and safety 
ER.S.O TR.6.0 

RP .6.0 & 
factors Adden RP-3 

- Riparian mitiqation ER.S .4 .1 TR.6.2.7 RP.3.2.1.2 I 
- Wildlife habitat rehabilitation ER.S.S.2 TR.6 .2.3 RP .3.2.3 l 
- Topsoil handling ER.S.3.1 TR.6.2.2 RP .3.2.2 
- Revegetation ER.S.S.1 TR.6.2.3 RP.3.2 .3 
- Isolation and control of acid forming , toxic or deleterious materials ER.S.1O.2 TR.6.3 RP.2.0 
- Removal or stabilization of buildings, structures and support facilities ER.S.1.3.4 TR.6.3 RP.2.1.3 

- Post-closure management ER.6.0 TR.6.4 RP.3.2 .3 & S.O 

Monitoring Plan - A proposed plan for monitoring the effect of your operations 
- Description of resources subiect to monitoring plans ER.6.0 TR.S .7 MP.S.O 
- Details on type and location of monitorinq devices ER.6.0 TR.S.7 MP.S.O 

- Sampling parameters and frequency ER.1 & 3 TR.S.7 MP.S.O 
- Analytical methods ER.6.0 TR.S.7 MP.S.O 

-
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- Reportinq procedures TR.5.2 & 5.7 MP.11.0 
ER.5.5 & I 

- Procedures to respond to adverse monitoring results TR.5.1.10 I5.10.2 
Interim management plan - A plan to manage the project area during periods of temporary closure to prevent unnecessary or undue degradation. 

- Measures to stabilize excavations and workings Not Applicable 
- Measures to isolate or control toxic or deleterious materials (See also the requirements in § 3809A20(c)(12)(vii).) RP.2.0 
- Provisions for the storage or removal of equipment supplies and structures RP.2.1 

- Measures to maintain the project area in a safe and clean condition MP.2.7,4.2, 
5.14, & 6.1 

- Plans for monitoring site conditions during periods of non-operation TR.6.2.1.5 RP.1.3.3 
- A schedule of anticipated periods of temporary closure during which you would implement the interim management plan, 

including provisions for notifyinq BLM of unplanned or extended temporary closures 
TR.6.1.5.2 RP.13.2 

- Operational and baseline environmental information for BLM to analyze potential environmental impacts as required by the ER.3 TR.2 01 
National Environmental Policy Act and to determine if your plan of operations will prevent unnecessary or undue degradation. _..._ (\I_arious) (Yarious) .......... (Land Use) 
This could include information on public and non-public lands needed to characterize the geology, paleontological resources, ERA TR.7 02 
cave resources, hydrology, soils, vegetation, wildlife, air quality, cultural resources, and socioeconomic conditions in and (Vari()LJ?) .... f{ari()LJs) ...... ......... (ti i?1:qry) 
around the project area, as well as information that may require you to conduct static and kinetic testing to characterize the 03 
potential for your operations to produce acid drainage or other leachate. BLM is available to advise you on the exact type of ..Cl\rc:h~glogy) 
information and level of detail needed to meet these I 04 

I requirements I C<::liIllCltology) 
I 

05 
............. (Geo.Lqgy) 

06 
CtiVclTqlggyt __ 

07 
.... (?gil?)____ 

08 
(\leg~~Cl~iol1) 

09 
(Wild Uf~.L__ 

0 10 
....... (VY~~ICll1ds) 

011 
(Radiology) 

Reclamation cost estimate. 
- At a time specified by BLM, you must submit an estimate of the cost to fully reclaim your operations as required by § 

3809.552. BLM will review your reclamation cost estimate and notify you of any deficiencies or additional information that 
TR 
Addendum RP.6.0

must be submitted in order to determine a final reclamation cost. BLM will notify you when we have determined the final 
6.1Aamount for which you must provide financial assurance 
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