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CCNPP3COLA PEmails

From: William Johnston [wj3@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 2:38 PM
To: Norman Meadow
Cc: Michael Marriott; Paul Gunter; Quinn, Laura; Marty Madden; Carrie Lovejoy; Peter Vogt; 

Bruce Gordon; James Mason; Biggins, James
Subject: Re: Stopping the nuclear "renaissance" and building a clean future--thank you

Norm, 
 
Thank you for possibly solid points, which I am not prepared to debate. I believe you do not take into account 
the cost of guarding the wastes for 1 million years, nor even the cost of decommissioning, which CCNPP1&2 
may face in 40 years. My goal all along has been to assure that alternative energy receives fair 
consideration. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission recently granted the request by the public interest groups 
Beyond Nuclear, NIRS, MaryPIRG and Citizens for Safe Energy to have that issue heard in the licensing 
process for CCNPP3. Maybe the final EIS scheduled for March should instead be just another draft, to allow for 
fair airing of the issue since the draft released last year was a poor joke on this point, as those groups pointed 
out.  
 
This is an important issue, so maybe we could entice those groups and others to comment. 
 
Of course, I remain dismayed that your group, the Maryland Conservation Council, and most other 
environmental groups fear to point out the elephant in the room, that regional, national and world population 
size, its wastes and practices are upsetting nature's balances in our delicate biosphere. See, for instance, Lester 
Brown's current World on the Edge: How to Prevent Environmental and Economic Collapse. Though he dares 
speak only to population stabilization at least he addresses the subject. 
 
I also know that the population issue is dear to your heart, but it seems you like others find it forbidden for 
public discussion. It seems arbitrary for MCC to fight windmills in western Maryland for harm to bats, but to 
ignore that elephant, and what about Google's offshore New Jersey to Carolinas wind initiative. How long will 
it be till we have to install giant floodgates at the mouth of the Chesapeake to hold back surge tides from estuary 
waterfront,  in Washington, D.C. for instance, as they do now on the Thames for London? Meanwhile we 
encourage or at least accept passively regional and national population growth. How many other basic changes 
are underway? 
 
Fundamentalist doctrine underlies much of current denial, another forbidden elephant, one even dangerous to 
notice. What a piece of work is the pope, without wasting a breath on the marvels of for instance biology, 
physics or cosmology, all being uncovered at an ever-accelerating rate even as environmental catastrophe 
unfolds, he claims it all for his savior who he says promises everlasting life. Has he tried to understand what 
DNA can teach us of the history of life on this planet, or what quantum mechanics and relativity teach us of the 
cosmic microwave background, dark matter or dark energy? Public understanding of these is abysmal. Does 
belief in fairy tales inhibit curiosity of these realities of the universe we find ourselves in? All that is only of the 
material world, quickly drawing to a close. 
 
Bill 
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On Jan 9, 2011, at 7:18 PM, Norman Meadow wrote: 
 
 
Hi Bill, 
 
Nice to hear from you.  We hope that all is going well, especially with your health. 
 
Now down to business.  To say that solar is cheaper than nuclear based on the EIA's analysis is incorrect.  The 
EIA's analysis concerns ONLY overnight construction costs, which are only one of several components of the 
cost of electricity to the consumer.  Another major component is the Capacity Factor of the plants, which lies 
well in favor of nuclear, which has a 90% factor compared to 20% for solar in the desert and only 13% in 
Maryland, where our RPS mandates the solar power must come from.  The effect of the capacity factors is that 
the per kilowatt cost of nuclear must be increased by 1.1 whereas the per kilowatt cost of solar in the desert 
must be increased by 5.0 and in Maryland by 7.7.  It gets even worse for solar because of its unpredictable 
intermittency which demands either natural gas back up plants or the, as yet non-existent, energy storage 
technologies, which will never be free. 
 
So, when you look at cost to the everyday rate payer, nuclear is still much cheaper. 
 
Norm 
 
At 04:15 PM 1/7/2011, William Johnston wrote: 
 
Norm/Karen, fyi 4th paragraph, solar is cheaper than nuke? Bill 
 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 
From: Nuclear Information and Resource Service <nirsnet@nirs.org> 
Date: November 23, 2010 4:34:21 PM EST 
To: wj3@comcast.net 
Subject: Stopping the nuclear "renaissance" and building a clean future--thank you 
Reply-To: nirsnet@nirs.org 
 

 
 

 
6930 Carroll Avenue, #340, Takoma Park, MD 20912; 301-270-6477; nirsnet@nirs.org; www.nirs.org 
 
 
 



3

November 23, 2010 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We wanted to take a moment at the beginning of this Holiday season to thank each one of you for your help, 
support, activism and encouragement throughout this sometimes trying, but more often surprisingly successful 
year. 
 
With your help, we have so far stopped any new taxpayer loans for new nuclear reactors, despite President 
Obama's request to Congress to triple that funding and a massive nuclear industry lobbying effort to obtain that 
money. If not for your actions, your activism, the industry would have received that money long ago. 
 
Not only that, but no new reactors have yet received construction licenses and every one of the 28 license 
applications the NRC so far has received has been either delayed or cancelled. 
 
Meanwhile, today the DOE's Energy Information Administration came out with a new report: for the first time 
ever in a government forecast, new solar power is projected to be cheaper than nuclear power! And new 
offshore wind projects--including a major announcement today of projects off the mid-Atlantic coast--are 
beginning to become reality. 
 
We have a long ways to go to fully end the nuclear "renaissance" and build the nuclear-free carbon-free energy 
future our planet needs and deserves, but we're making progress and with your continued help, we will get 
there. 
 
Two years ago, when it seemed like the nuclear industry could get anything it wanted from Congress, we asked 
several Congressional offices for advice. Even our allies told us: "We hear from the nuclear industry every day; 
we don't hear from the grassroots, we don't hear from clean energy advocates." 
 
It wasn't surprising that even our allies heard more regularly from the nuclear industry than from our side, since 
the nuclear industry has spent some $650 million over the past 10 years lobbying Congress and pushing 
its agenda in the media. Our entire budget for the past 10 years equals about 1% of that. 
 
We were surprised and disappointed, however, that Congressional offices--and Administration offices too for 
that matter--weren't hearing from us despite our efforts to encourage grassroots contact. It just wasn't happening 
enough, nor in large enough numbers. 
 
We took the message to heart and we invested in the technology--a big investment by our standards--to enable 
you to communicate easily and frequently with your elected officials. 
 
And it's been working! So far this year, more than 100,000 of your letters have been sent to Congress, 
along with thousands more phone calls, thousands more letters to DOE and the White House, thousands 
of signatures on petitions, and thousands of people acting on various state-level campaigns as well. It is 
clearly having an effect! Again, thank you! 
 
Not only that, our movement has been growing rapidly. We started two years ago with a little less than 8,000 
supporters; this month we passed 26,000, plus 6,000+ more on our three main Facebook pages (a more than 
doubling on Facebook this year alone). And that's also thanks to you and your spreading the word and helping 
us engage and mobilize people. And when we're faced with a foe with the kind of money the nuclear industry 
has, there's no question: people power is our strength and the larger we get, the more impact we'll all have.
 
We can't come close to matching the nuclear industry's money, of course, but neither do any of our efforts come 
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free--we have bills to pay! This Holiday season, please make your most generous contribution possible to NIRS 
and empower us to continue this work through the next year. Please donate online here, or you can send us a 
check to NIRS, 6930 Carroll Avenue, #340, Takoma Park, MD 20912. Your contributions are fully tax-
deductible, and very greatly appreciated by all of us at NIRS. 
 
Next week we'll have a new action, aimed directly at President Obama and countering the notion that nuclear 
power is somehow "clean energy." It isn't, and he needs to hear that over and over again! 
 
Thank you so much for all you do, 
 
Michael Mariotte 
Executive Director 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
nirsnet@nirs.org 
www.nirs.org 
 
P.S. If you're on Facebook, you can also donate to us on our Causes page: 
http://www.causes.com/causes/49098-no-nukes-nuclear-information-and-resource-service  
 
And, we hope you'll take a moment to "Like" us on our main page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Nuclear-
Information-and-Resource-Service/26490791479  
 
You can "friend" us on this page: http://www.facebook.com/nonukesnirs 
 
  
Please note: NIRS never sells, rents, trades, or otherwise makes our e-mail lists available to other organizations 
or individuals for any reason. If you would like to unsubscribe to NIRS list, click here to unsubscribe. 
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