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N. Exercises and Drills

NRC000089

Planning Standard

Periodic exercises are (will be) conducted to evaluate major portions of

emergency response capabilities, periodic drills are (will be) conducted to

develop and maintain key skills, and deficiencies identified as a result of

exercises or drills are (will be) corrected.

Evaluation Criteria

1.a. An exercise is an event that tests the
integrated capability and a major portion of
the basic elements existing within emergency
preparedness plans and organizations. The
emergency preparedness exercise shall simulate
an emergency that results in offsite radiolo-
gical releases which would require response by
offsite authorities. Exercises shall be
conducted as set forth in NRC and FEMA rules.

b. An exercise shall include mobilization of
State and local personnel and resources adequate
to verify the capability to respond to an
accident scenario requiring response. The
organization shall provide for a critique of
the annual exercise by Federal and State
observers/evaluators. The scenario should be
varied from year to year such that all major
elements of the plans and preparedness organiza-
tions are tested within a five-year period.

Each organization should make provisions to
start an exercise between 6:00 p.m. and mid-
night, and another between midnight and
6:00 a.m. once every six years. Exercises
should be conducted under various weather
conditions. Some exercises should be
unannounced.

Applicability and Cross
Reference to Plans
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