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Subject: RAI concerning disposal of Cobalt-57 sealed sources
(NOTE: This will be used as the
Documents Title in ADAMS)

On 1/11/11 | spoke with David Rhoe, the RSO for this licensee to discuss the recent amendment request to dispose
of Co-57 sources that had decayed to background. According to D. Rhoe, the sources have been in storage since
roughly 2003. The licensee stored these sources after they became obsolete. Also, according to D. Rhoe, prior to
the NRC taking over the regulation of Co-57, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico did not have adequate regulations in
place to address the disposal of radioactive waste. It was his understanding that land disposal was an option.
However, it is his understanding that most licensees placed these sources in storage and that is where they remain
today.

Centro de Medicina Nuclear possesses 8 Co-57 sources (flood, reference and check sources). The most recent
reference date for a source is 7/2/02 and the oldest reference date is 3/18/88. According to D. Rhoe the actual
readings for the sources are background. Therefore, the licensee is requesting that they be permitted to follow the
requirements in 10 CFR 35.92 and dispose of them by DIS. The licensee has committed to removing or obliterating
all of the radiation labels and maintaining a record of the disposal.
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