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DISCUSSION REGARDING THE REQUEST FOR THE RELEASE OF 
AN INCINERATOR AND ASSOCIATED SMOKE STACK AT VETERAN 
AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

On the above date, Department of Veteran Affairs National Health Physics Program (NHPP), a 
master materials licensee, was contacted to discuss the request for the release of an incinerator 
and associated smoke stack at the Veteran Affairs Medical Center in Kansas City, Missouri, for 
unrestricted use, dated December 13, 2010. The NRC stated during the call, that in 
accordance with guidance document NUREG-1757, Volume 2, “Consolidated Decommissioning 
Guidance: Characterization, Survey, and Determination of Radiological Criteria,” Appendix G, 
the License Termination Rule (LTR) (IO CFR Part 20, Subpart E) only applies for building 
structures. NUREG-1757 defines building structures, in part, as components embedded in 
floors walls, and roofs and items that are integral part of the building. Since the incinerator is 
believed not to be integral part of surrounding buildings, it would not be defined as a building 
structure. Therefore, the LTR does not apply. The incinerator may be removed and released 
through operating procedures, similar to other equipment and materials at the site, as long as 
the procedures encompass the scope of work to be performed and are in accordance with 
current license conditions. 

Although prior survey results do not indicate residual contamination above Regulatory Guide 
1.86 limits, the NRC and the licensee discussed that a decommissioning plan may be required if 
conditions or residual radioactivity are identified in accordance with 10 CFR 30.36(g)( 1). The 
licensee informed the NRC of its intention to perform surveys during the removal of the stack to 
ensure the safety of their workers and the environment. The licensee committed to stop work if 
residual activity was identified that would require a decommissioning plan to remediate. The 
licensee also stated they were aware of the requirement to keep the survey records important to 
decommissioning in accordance with 10 CFR 30.35(g). 

End of conversation record. 


