
 
 
     February 14, 2011 
 
 
 
Dr. Theogene Mbabaliye, Ph.D. 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
  Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA  98101-3140 
 
SUBJECT:  NOTIFICATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT FOR THE AREVA ENRICHMENT SERVICES LLC, PROPOSED 
EAGLE ROCK ENRICHMENT FACILITY IN BONNEVILLE COUNTY, IDAHO 

 
Dear Dr. Mbabaliye:  
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has prepared the “Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility in Bonneville County, Idaho” 
(NUREG-1945).  Enclosed please find one copy, on a compact disc, of the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).  As soon as I have the official bound copies of the document, I will 
send a copy to you.  The Final EIS includes an analysis of relevant environmental issues, and 
documents the NRC staff’s determination regarding the environmental impacts from the 
preconstruction (e.g., site preparation), construction, operation, and decommissioning of the 
proposed uranium enrichment facility.  In preparing the Final EIS, the NRC staff reviewed, 
considered, evaluated, and responded to comments received on the Draft EIS, including the 
comments provided by EPA Region 10 in a letter dated September 13, 2010.     
 
Appendix I of the Final EIS presents the comments received on the Draft EIS and the NRC 
staff’s responses to those comments.  In reviewing the comments provided by EPA Region 10, 
the NRC staff noted that in some of the comments EPA Region 10 appears to have the 
impression that the NRC will construct, or fund the construction of, the proposed project.  In fact, 
this is not the case, as AREVA Enrichment Services LLC (AES) will construct the project with 
funding it obtains from other sources.  The NRC’s sole function is to either grant or deny a 
license to AES to construct and operate the proposed facility.  As the NRC staff points out in its 
responses to those particular EPA Region 10 comments, the NRC’s purpose and need 
statements in its environmental review documents reflect that the NRC is not the implementer or 
funding entity for the proposed activity.  As a result, when the NRC reviews a proposed action, it 
is limited in its ability to impose requirements and mitigation and monitoring measures beyond 
those proposed as part of the application.  The NRC can impose only those requirements with a 
reasonable nexus to the NRC’s mission, which is to protect radiological health and safety and 
common defense and security.  The NRC can, however, require that the facility be built in 
accordance with the submitted application, including mitigation and monitoring measures 
proposed by the applicant that are not specifically required by or directly related to the NRC’s 
regulations.  Thus, the NRC does have the ability to hold licensees to key mitigation and 
monitoring measures committed to in their applications and subsequently incorporated in the 
NRC license directly or by reference. 
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If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Stephen Lemont, 
Senior Project Manager, by phone at 301-415-5163, or by email at Stephen.Lemont@nrc.gov.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
      /RA/ 
 

Andrew Persinko, Deputy Director 
      Environmental Protection 
        and Performance Assessment Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 

    and Environmental Protection 
  Office of Federal and State Materials 

        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Docket No.:  70-7015 
 
Enclosure:   
Final EIS 
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