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Secretary : ’

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 2055-0001

Rulemaking. Comments(@nre.gov

(301) 415-1966

RE: Docket ID NRC-2009-0163 (Proposed Rule}
Docket ID NRC-2010-0340 (Draft Guidance)

On behalf of the Western Interstate Energy Board (WIEB) High-Level
Radioactive Waste Committee,'we are writing in response to the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission’s request for public comments on its proposed rule for
“Physical Protection of Irradiated Reactor Fuel in Transit” (75 FR 62695, -

- published October 13, 2010) and the related draft guidance (75 FR 67636,
published November 3, 2010).

We respectfully request a 90-day extension of the deadline for commenting on the
proposed rule (from January 11, 2011), and a corresponding deadline for
commenting on the draft guidance, presented in NUREG-0561, Rev. 2.

The WIEB High-Level Waste Committee has conducted an initial review of the
proposed rule and the draft guidance, including a conference call review with
NRC staff on December 15. We appreciate the Commission’s initiative to
promulgate the rule, and its intention to pre-plan and coordinate spent nuclear fuel
shipments with States and Local Law Enforcement Agencies. We also note and
appreciate at least two instances in the proposed rule (pgs. 62698 and 62700)
where NRC specifically invites public consideration and comment. The requested
extension of the comment period will make it possible for us to conduct a more
thorough review, assemble considered input from our members, and to submit

' The WIEB High Level Waste Committee consists of gubernatorial appointees from ten Western
states (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington,
and Wyoming).
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constructive comments on an important and complex topic.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

‘Sincerely, '

Ken Niles . Barbara Byron

Committee Co-Chair Committee Co-Chair
High-Level Radioactive Waste = . . High-Level Radioactive Waste

1600 Broadway, Suite 1700, Denver, CO 80202
Phone 303/573-8910 Fax 303/534-7309
Home Page http://www.westgov.org/wieb/
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