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NFSDEACEm Resource

From: Suzanne Hobbs [popatomicstudios@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 12:45 PM
To: NuclearFuel_DraftEA Resource
Subject: Comments Regarding NFS Licensing

Hello,  
 
I just wanted to share my comments about the NFS Draft EA, and recent meeting, expressed in an article 
written for PopAtomic Studios: 

On Tuesday night I made the trek from Asheville, North Carolina to Erwin, Tennessee to attend the NRC Public 
Meeting regarding the re-licensing of Nuclear Fuel Services (NFS). NFS is currently the only supplier of fuel 
for America’s Nuclear Navy, after recently being bought out by their competitor Babcocks & Wilcox. They have 
been a major player in the Megatons to Megawatts program, securing Russian weapons and down-blending 
them into spendable carbon-free fuel. They are also the largest single employer in Erwin and have one the most 
comprehensive community outreach education programs of any company in the industry. Basically, NFS does a 
lot for World and National Security, Environmental Safety and the community of Erwin. 

Having attended a previous NRC meeting in Erwin, I thought I was pretty well prepared for the overly 
emotional commentary I was about to witness, but this meeting took it to a whole new level.  I now understand 
how “environmentalists” have effectively held up, buried in paperwork, and eventually taken down so many 
nuclear energy projects. Here is a link to the local paper’s article about the meeting: 
http://greenevillesun.com/story/311847. Basically, a group of about 2 or 3 dozen locals have brought in the 
environmental group the Western North Carolina Alliance to do independent testing of the Nolichucky River, 
downstream of the NFS plant. They claim they have found elevated levels of Uranium in the water, despite very 
different findings from NFS, the State of Tennessee, Greeneville County Water Commission and the NRC’s 
Environmental Assessment which concludes “Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI)”. 

The Greeneville County Water Commissioner has stated in response to the study, “that no radiological 
contaminants above or even near federal limits have been found in Greeneville’s water for the past 10 years.” 

A few criticisms about the study from the Western North Carolina Alliance: 

1) There is no control to compare the results to, as they did not take readings upstream of NFS. 

2) There is a rail line carting tons and tons of coal (which we all know contains Uranium) running next to 
the Nolichucky River, meaning other environmental factors should be also considered of their findings turn 
out to be accurate. 

3) There is a false presumption by the the opposing group that any level of radiation is both man-made and 
harmful. (This factor is especially relevant because we live in the mountains, containing lots of granite and 
other naturally radioactive elements.) 

Seeing that myself, an artist, can easily pin-point some of the major problems with this study, and that there is 
so much contradictory evidence, I am wondering if this is actually a strategic hold up of the licensing 
process….it has been a successful tool of environmentalists in the past. In fact, one of the women speaking 
against the re-licensing of NFS suggested a 1 year license, perhaps to give them more time to figure out how to 
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stop the pending 40 year license. Such a move would certainly cost NFS a huge amount of time and money if 
nothing else. 

As an environmentalist and activist of sorts myself, I really think that these folks believe what they are saying. 
In fact I think they are basically good citizens who sincerely want to help their community. It is just so 
unfortunate that they are fighting against the one technology that stands to benefit the environment the most. 

I saddens me that in my “progressive” community so many people are still afraid of nuclear energy, and are 
engaged in blatant Confirmation Bias regarding this technology. Although I am proud of the strides that we 
here at PopAtomic have made in our first year, experiences like this remind me of how much work remains to 
be done. 

 

Here is a link to the original article: http://www.popatomic.org/rebuild/2010/10/29/environmentalist-role-
reversal-when-it-comes-to-splitting-atoms/ 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Best Regrads,  

Suzanne Hobbs 

 

--  
www.popatomic.org 
PopAtomic Studios 
770.331.1672 
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