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Mr. David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Record InfomationDissemination Section 
170 Marcel Drive 
Winchester, VA 22602-4843 

PHONE: (5 10) 642-3383 
FAX: (5 10) 643-9136 

RE: PRIVACY AND FREEDOM OF IlWORMATION ACT REQUEST 

Dear Mr. Hardy, 
I am writing to respectfully submit a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 , 
USC 552 for all records relating to the late Chang-Lin Tien, former chancellor of the ~2.j ?4 
University of California at Berkeley, maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. '< 1 

Chang-Lin Tien was born July 24, 1935 in Wuhan, China and died October 29,2002 in 
Redwood City, California I have included his obituary from the San Francisco Chronicle 
as proof that he is deceased and to provide additional biographical information. 

I am looking for all materials kept by the FBI pertaining to the years in which Mr. Tien 
began serving as chancellor in 1990 through his death in 2002. 

During these years, Mr. Tien maintained active relationships with the governments and 
nationals of both Taiwan and China. This was also a period in which then-President Bill 
Clinton drew scrutiny for accepting illegal campaign contributions from foreign 
nationals. At the same time, many of these same individuals were donating money to the 
University of California at Berkeley, andlor maintaining communications with 
Chancellor Tien. 

These individuals may include the following: 

Mochtar Riady aka Dr. Man Tjin Lee 

James Riady 

Stephen Riady 

Andrew Riady 



John Huang 

Maria Hsia 

Charlie Trie 

Ted Sioeng 

Nina Wang 

Pauline Kanchanalak 

Robert Kuok 

Colonel Liu Chaoying 

Ng Lapseng 

Stanley Ho 

Committee of 100 

This is to certify that I am a member of the news media and that I agree to pay reasonable 
duplication fees for the direct costs of processing of this request in an amount not to 
exceed $300. This request is made for a scholarly purpose and not for commercial use. 

I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute stipulates. 

If you have any questions, or need additional infoxmation or clarification, please contact 
me at 510-643-1233. 

Sincerely, 

.WLrlVt-- 
Matt Isaacs 

Phone: 5 10-643- 1322 
Email: mattisaacs@berkeley.edu 

Address: 
248 1 Hearst Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
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CHANG-LIN TlEN 
1935 - 2002 
Former Cal chief dies - proponent of 
diversity 

Eric Brazil, Tanya Schevltz, Chronicle Staff Writers 
Thursday, October 31,2002 

Chang-Lin Tien, the first Asian American to head a major American research university as 
chancellor of UC Berkeley in the lggos, died Tuesday at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
Redwood City. He was 67. 

Tien was diagnosed with a brain tumor in September 2000 and never fully recovered from a stroke. 

Throughout his tenure at UC Berkeley, he was heralded for his unflagging enthusiasm, his stand 
against erosions in affirmative action and for steering the campus through a dark period of budget 
cuts. Acclaimed as a teacher, scientist, administrator and a powerhouse fund-raiser, he wore his 
love for the UC community on his sleeve and found that affection reciprocated by students and 
faculty. 

"It is a very tragic loss. He was a person of prodigious energy, just a force of nature who 
represented the campus well and with distinction," said current UC Berkeley Chancellor Robert 
Berdahl. 

Tien was a ubiquitous figure on campus, where he took daily walks, stopping to greet and chat with 
students and even bringing cookies to students studying late at the library. He was so enthusiastic 
about Cal's athletics that he was rumored to be the man inside the Oski bear costume. During 
football games he jumped around on the sidelines of the field, shouting "Go Bears!" a refrain he 
worked into almost every conversation and speech he gave. 

Tien was an unlikely choice as chancellor, said Orville Schell, dean of the Graduate School of 
Journalism at Berkeley, but he proved beyond all doubt that he deserved it. 

' W e n  he came in, people wondered: What is this? He . . . was an engineer, not a humanist. People 
wondered: Would he know the right people? Would people pay attention?" Schell said. "He really 
got their attention." 
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During his 1990-1997 tenure as the university's seventh chancellor, Tien strengthened 
undergraduate education, fostered diversity on the Berkeley campus and revitalized its 
intercollegiate athletic programs. 

His challenges as chancellor were great. His biggest hurdle was the lagging California economy in 
the early i99os, when state funding to the campus dropped $70 million, and 27 percent of active 
faculty took advantage of an early retirement program. 

Prodigious fund-raiser 

He raised nearly $1 billion for UC Berkeley and managed to increase financial support for research 
by 35 percent, even as federal contributions declined. Under his leadership, the campus built 
several new facilities, including the Haas School of Business. A week before telling UC regents of 
his plans to resign, Tien announced a $15 million gift from Taiwanese donors toward construction 
of a new East Asian Library. 

"He would sit next to somebody on the plane, and by the time they got to Hong Kong, he would 
have a donation of a couple of million dollars in his pocket," Schell said of the chancellor's powers 
of persuasion. 

On the political level, Tien had some fractious dealings with UC regents, many of whom did not 
share his enthusiasm for affirmative action and his commitment to campus diversity. 

Gov. Gray Davis, then lieutenant governor, lamented the suiprise retirement announcement by 
Tien in 1996 and attributed it to "shabby" treatment by his fellow regents, saying they showed 
insufficient respect for Tien's views on affirmative action. 

Many of Tien's admirers remain convinced that it was the regents' failure to support him on the 
issue of affirmative action that led to his resignation. But he refused to blame the board. 

In 1995, when rumors began to circulate that Tien was thinking of resigning, 

regents approved a $20,000 raise. Tien used. $10,000 of it to start the Berkeley Pledge, a program 
designed to maintain campus diversity by preparing underprivileged high school students for UC. 

Despite Davis' prediction, UC did not lose Tien as an educator. He returned to the classroom, 
where he taught thermal engineering, a field in which he had won international recognition for his 
research in heat transfer technology. 

In 1999, the International Astronomical Union approved a request by Chinese astronomers to 
name an asteroid Tien Chang-Lin Star. 

Refugee twice 
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Born in Wuhan, China, Tien was twice a refugee as a young man -- first from the Japanese, then 
from Mao Zedong's communists. After completing his undergraduate work in mechanical 
engineering at the National Taiwan University, 

he'came to the United States in 1956 and earned master's degrees at the University of Louisville 
and at Princeton, where he also earned a doctorate. 

Tien joined the UC Berkeley faculty in 1959, rising through the ranks to become a full professor, 
chair of the engineering department and, for two years (1983-85), vice chancellor for research. 

In 1962, at age 26, Tien became the youngest professor ever to win UC Berkeley's distinguished 
teaching award. He was one of only 20 faculty members in the nine-campus UC system to hold the 
title of "University Professor," a title reserved for scholars of international distinction. Last year, 
Berdahl awarded him the Berkeley Citation, the highest honor for a retiring faculty member. 

Except for two years as executive vice chancellor at UC Irvine, Tien spent his entire professional life 
at the Berkeley campus. 

When he left Irvine for Berkeley, about 1,000 people in the Chinese community, including 
Secretary of State March Fong Eu, showed up for a farewell banquet. He told the crowd that many 
of his values were shaped by the racism and discrimination he encountered in America. 

During graduate school in the South, he boarded a bus and saw that all the black people were in the 
back and the whites in the front. Not sure if he was colored or not, he stood perplexed until the 
driver told him to sit in the front. The experience so disturbed him that he bought a bicycle and 
didn't take a bus again for a year. 

He emerged as an energetic and tireless advocate of diversity and affirmative action. While at UC 
Berkeley, he raised the profile of women in leadership, appointing the first female vice chancellor 
and provost and the first female chief of the campus police. He also brought more ethnic diversity 
to the leadership. 

In February 2000, Chevron Corp. named its newest tanker, launched in Korea, the Chang-Lin Tien. 
The vessel was christened by Tiea's wife, Di-Hwa Tien, who survives him. 

Tien is also survived by his son, Norman Tien, a professor of electrical and computer engineering at 
UC Davis; daughters Phyllis Tien, a physician at UCSF, and Christine Tien, deputy city manager of 
Stockton; and four grandchildren. 

The university has scheduled a public memorial service for 3 p.m. Nov. 14 in Zellerbach Hall. A 
reception will follow. 

The Tien family suggests donations to the Chang-Lin Tien Center for East Asian Studies. Checks, 
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payable to the UC Berkeley Foundation, may be sent to Vice Chancellor-University Relations, 
University Relations, 2440 Bancrofi Way, Room 4200, University of California, Berkeley, CA 
94720- 4200. 

E-mail Tanya Schevitz at tschevitz@sf&ronicle.com. 

http:~sfgate.com/cgl-bln/artlcle.cgl?f=/c/a/2002/10/31/MN121089.D~ 

Thls aNcle appeared on page A - 1 of the San Francisco Chronicle 
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