
December 15, 2010 
 
 
 
EA-10-240 
NMED No. 100528 (closed) 
 
Ms. Emma York, Manager 
Environmental, Health, and Safety 
Evonik Degussa Corporation 
Tippecanoe Laboratories 
1650 Lilly Road 
Lafayette, IN 47909-9201 
 
SUBJECT: NRC REVIEW OF WRITTEN REPORT DATED NOVEMBER 15, 2010 – 

EVONIK DEGUSSA CORPORATION 
 
Dear Ms. York:  
 
On November 15, 2010, you submitted a written report to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) concerning the improper disposal of two generally-licensed tritium exit signs 
from your facility in Lafayette, Indiana, after initially reporting the event by telephone on 
October 26, 2010.  The NRC has reviewed your report and has no further questions regarding 
this issue.   
 
Based on review of your written report, the NRC has determined that one Severity Level IV 
violation of NRC requirements occurred.   The violation is being treated as a Non-Cited Violation 
(NCV), consistent with Section 2.3.2 of the Enforcement Policy.  The current Enforcement Policy 
is included on the NRC's Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/about-
nrc/regulatory/enforcement/enforce-pol.html.  The NCV concerns the improper disposal of two 
generally-licensed tritium exit signs as non-radioactive waste to a landfill on August 13, 2010, as 
initially reported to NRC on October 26, 2010, and described in your written report dated 
November 15, 2010.  Each sign contained approximately 13 curies of tritium at the time of the 
disposal.  This is a violation of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 31.5(c)(8), 
which requires, in part, that any person who acquires, receives, possesses, uses or transfers 
byproduct material in a device pursuant to a general license shall, except as provided in 
10 CFR 31.5(c)(9), transfer or dispose of the device containing byproduct material only by 
transfer to persons holding a specific license pursuant to 10 CFR Parts 30 and 32 or from an 
Agreement State to receive the device. 
 
Your written report also described immediate and long term corrective actions, including your 
notification to the NRC Operations Center and your investigation into the missing signs.  
Additionally, your report stated that you initiated new procedures and trained all site personnel 
about the exit signs to prevent recurrence. 
 
The NCV is described in detail in this letter and in your written report.  If you contest the 
violation or significance of the NCV, you should provide a response within 30 days of the date of 
this inspection report, with the basis for your denial, to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, ATTN:  Document Control Desk, Washington DC 20555-0001, with copies to:  
(1) the Regional Administrator, Region III; and (2) the Director, Office of Enforcement, United 
States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001. 
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and your 
response, if you choose to provide one, will be made available electronically for public 
inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC's Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  To the extent possible, any response you provide 
should not include any personal privacy or proprietary information so that it can be made 
available to the Public without redaction. 
 
Please feel free to contact Geoff Warren of my staff if you have any questions.  You can reach 
Mr. Warren at 630-829-9742. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
/RA/ 
 
 
Tamara E. Bloomer, Chief 
Materials Inspection Branch 

  
Docket No. 99990003 
General License 10 CFR 31.5 
 
cc:  State of Indiana 
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