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South Texas Project Electric Genesating Station 'O, Bax 289 Wadsworth, Texas 77483

AAAN
December 9, 2010
NOC-AE-10002625
File No.: G25
STI: 32796731

The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop O-16G4 ‘ '
Washington, DC

20555-0001

South Texas Project
Units1and2
Letter to NRC Commissioners Regarding GSI-191 Status

Dear Chairman Jaczko,

The purpose of this letter is to inform the Commission that STP Nuclear Operating Company
(STPNOC) intends to pursue a risk informed approach to close GSI-191 for STP Units 1 and 2.
The intent of STPNOC's risk informed approach will be to develop comprehensive and robust
probabilistic models of phenomena related to pipe breaks, including the associated
uncertainties. STPNOC plans to use this approach to aid in closing GSI-191 for STP; however,
STPNOC also proposes this effort as a pilot for an approach that is transferrable to other
licensees. STPNOC will use existing risk informed regulatory processes to pursue approval of .
this risk informed approach.

STPNOC has drafted a project plan to develop, implement, and achieve regulatory approval of
this risk informed approach. A team of experts from industry and academia is being assembled
with a project start date in the first quarter of 2011.

We intend to communicate the details of this risk informed approach with the NRC Staff in early
2011 and then continue to communicate project results and status throughout 2011. The project
plan includes a milestone to discuss the initial results with the NRC Staff near the end of 2011.
Following these discussions with the NRC, the scope and milestones for 2012 and 2013 will be
finalized. A key success factor of this pilot project is the involvement of NRC Staff
knowledgeable in risk applications and the associated technical areas

We look forward to working with the staff with support of the Commission.

/:Zn//Z_\

Edward Halpin
President & CEO
STPNOC
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cc: (paper copy)

The Honorable George Apostolakis,
Commissioner _
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC

20555-0001

The Honorable William D. Magwaood, 1V,
Commissioner

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC

20555-0001

The Honarable William C. Ostendorff,
Commissioner

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC

The Honorable Kristine L. Svinicki, Commissioner
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC

20555-0001

R. William Borchardt

Executive Director of Operations
Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn
One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockyville, MD 20852

Elmo Collins

Regional Administrator, Region IV

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
612 East Lamar Bivd, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-4125

Mohan C. Thadani

Senior Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North (MS 8 G14)
11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852
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(electronic copy)

A. H. Gutterman, Esqg.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP -

Mohan C. Thadani
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Peter Nemeth
Crain Caton & James, P.C.

C. Mele
City of Austin

E. Alarcon

K. Pollo

Richard Pena.

City Public Service Board

John Ragan .

C. Callaway, Esq.

J. von Suskil

NRG South Texas LP

John Butler
Nuclear Energy Institute



cc: (péper copy)

John Dixon

Senior Resident Inspector

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 289, Mail Code: MN116
Wadsworth, TX 77483

C. M. Canady

City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704

Anthony R. Pietrangelo

Senior Vice President & Nuclear Officer

Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 | Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708
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