Bjornsen, Alan

From: Bjornsen, Alan ~ fﬁ Mé

Sent: Friday, June 19, 2009 12:07 PM

To: 'Ed_Heffern@blm.gov'; Pete_Sokolosky@blm.gov

Cc: Bubar, Patrice; Kock, Andrea

Subject: Mtg Info - 24-25Jun

Attachments: MOUpres.ppt; Status of Current Applications (2).xIs; BLM WY DEQ mtg slides rev3.ppt
Ed/Pete,

Attached are our presentation materials and information to be used in our working session on Wednesday
afternoon. Please note that the table showing the status of current UR applications is draft, only, as it is
currently incomplete. The dates will be filled in by Tuesday.

._/{//ljr// .‘%). (%’/b/yw{)/z/
Environmental Project Manager
FSME/DWMEP/EPPAD/ERB

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 415-1195
alan.bjornsen@nrc.gov
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BACKGROUND

Concurrent NEPA reviews conducted by each agency
on same project discovered during visits to BLM field
offices in September 2008 to discuss the GEIS

NEED

Numerous propbsed new uranium recovery facilities
located on BLM-administered land
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Purposes of the MOU

Provide an efficient means of fulfilling
NEPA requirements

Encourage routine communication
Advance notice of agency actions
Provide framework for exchange of data
Establish roles and respo'nsibilities
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Status of MOU

* Draft MOU sent to BLM on January 26 2009

+ Revised draft MOU submitted to BLM by NRC on May
20, 2009

+ Meeting held June 10 to discuss feasibility of issuing
one NEPA document

+ Telecon scheduled June 29 to discuss final
comments

« Letters to BLM field offices
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- Progress

« Letters to BLM field offices
» Share future agency actions
* Routine communication with field offices

* MOU in final stages
— Telecon June 30 2009
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NRC/BLM MOU CONTENTS it

PURPOSE

LEGAL AUTHORITIES

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

COORDINATION

— Advance notice of uranium recovery license
applications/Plans of Operation

— Exchange data and information

- Steering Committee

— Lead/Cooperating Agency Status

— NEPA Implementation and Review Pr

Schedules and :
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Challenges

Different timelines

Different purpose and need/alternatives
Agency resources

Resource areas reviewed

Different agency roles

Different procedures for completing
documents

@ USNRC
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Expected Outcome

Increase communication
Advance notice of expected actions

Sharing of early drafts of NEPA
documents

Efficiencies in NEPA process

Continue to explore possibility of only one
NEPA document




Next Steps

* Finalize BLM/NRC MOU

« Protocol established to delineate NRC roles and
responsibilities regarding interacting with
agencies

. Continue to be proactive in engaging other
federal agencies




Status of Current Wyoming/Nebraska Applications

Draft as of June 19, 2009

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statements

Draft SER
Acceptance Complete -
Type of Application {Review Technical |Environmental |Includes SEIS
Site Name State Application |Received |Complete |RAIs Sent |RAls Sent Delays Draft SEIS |Complete
Hank & Nichols |Wyoming |ISL New 12/1/2007  |4/18/2008 |9/11/2008 |3/12/2009 9/12/2009 {10/9/2009 |4/5/2010
Jab Antelope Wyoming |ISL New 9/1/2008 3/9/2008 , ;
Lost Creek Wyoming |ISL New 4/17/2008 |6/10/2008 |11/6/2008- |3/16/2009 10/3/2009  |10/9/2009 |4/5/2010
Moore Ranch Wyoming |[ISL New 10/1/2007 |12/20/2007 |5/14/2008- |3/23/2009 10/1/2009  |10/9/2009 |4/5/2010
Environmental Assessments
- Draft SER
Acceptance - |Complete -
Type of Application |Review Technical |Environmental |Includes EA
Site Name State Application |Received |Complete |RAls Sent |RAls Sent Delays Draft EA |Complete
Crow Butte Nebraska |Expansion 6/1/2007 8/30/2007  12/27/2009 Sep-09
(North Trend) .
Crow Butte Nebraska |Renewal 10/1/2006  {3/28/2008 {1/16/2009 {4/13/2009 10/9/2009 12/26/2010
Cogema Wyoming |Restart 4/1/2007
Cogema Wyoming |Renewal 7/8/2009 12/29/2008 |3/29/2009
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Meetmg Wl'[h BLM & WY DEQ
Regarding Uranium Recovery Appllcatlons
and Agency Environmental Review Processes

June 24, 2009

Purposes of Meeting

Increase level of understanding of each agency
with respect to jurisdiction/authority and
environmental review processes ‘

Identify overlaps in each agency’s reviews

Establish better communication between
agencies with respect to review schedules and
1ssues identified during review




Agenda

- NRC '1uthor1ty & review process ..
“® BLM authoutyv'&- v1e\v process
Status of NRC/BLM MOU

m WY DEQ authority & review process |

‘l Status-of uranium reco_very (UR) apphc'ltlons
v dr’lft MOU w1th B M?’ i i

Open discussion

| NRC Roles &‘ Responsibilities

| NRC isan 1ndependent qgency |

1\/I1ss1on protect pubhc he'ﬂth and sqfety and
environment, promote common defense and
| secunty

L H as 1espon81b1hty 1long w1th Agreement States -

for hcensmg commelcnl use of nuclcn mqten”tk- !

o Openness and qohcmng comments on our
actions is one of our core values




Review conducted in two steps:’

“Acceptance.

Uranium Recovery Project Managers Point of Contact List

The Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch is

responsible for the safety review. while the

Environmental Review Branch manages the
environmental review. .

DWAEP: Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
DURLI: Decommissioning and Uransun Recovery $icensing Directorate
EPPAD. Environmental Protection and Performance Assessment Dircectorate
URLD: Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch

ERB: Environmental Review Branch




Uranium Recovery Project Managers Point of Contact List

POSITION
Larty.Camper@nrc.gov (301) 415-7437 Director, DWMEP

(tine) Fliegel

i v_Rona!d Burraws

James Webb
Patty Bubar '

; inviranmental Peo
LIRLB:: Uraninny Ree
I} 't

(301) 415-7295 Deputy Director, DURLD
(201) 415-0598 (i

= The Uranjum Recovery Licensing Branch is responsibie for the satety review

Stephen Cohenginre g2 : ew Faciity
: ¢ v i ;

fow Bitte: North-Trand Expansion
Crow Butte: License Renewial
Lost:Creek Ly

Ctorate
e Dire




NRC and NEPA

m NRC’s legulfltions to implement NEPA
requitements are in 10 CFR Part 51,

‘m Application for new license, lenew’ll or
amendment initiates NEPA review process

@ NRC is not proponent of the action .

o Pmposcd action'= what the qpphcmt/ hccn\cc is
seceking to do :

B Federal action — NRC qpploval/ denial of qpphcanon
for new hccnsp renewal, or amendment

Types of UR NEPA Documents

8 New ISL applications — Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statements (SEISs)
dered from the ISL Generic Environmental
Impact Statement (GEIS)

2 License renewals, expansions and amendments —
Environmental Assessments (EAs) / Flndmg of
No Significant Impact (FONSI) -

@ Conventional milling/ heflp leach applications —
stand-alone EISs




Sources of Information for Site-Specific
Environmental Review

Applicant’s environmental report

# Other relevan ‘information/data

ISL GEIS »
Evaluate site-specific information to determine if
applicant’s proposed action'and site characteristics =«
are within the bounds of the GEIS - .
Determine which sections to be incorporated by
reference into site=specific review and which sections

~ Environmental Review Process —
Conventional Milling

Application

Submitted Notice of Intent  eemmmm—"

Issued by Staff
5' -

%)
Scoping
Process Public
Comments
Received

Environmental Review W Requests for Additional S
Information Gathering R N 2l Information (RAls)

¥

Draft EIS issued

Public Comments .z : Final EIS Issued
Received




Example Schedule

End acceprance review, begin environmental
review

2
585 | Agency final decision

*1If requested

Current Projects Under Review

B Moore R'mch Nlchols Ranch, Lost Creek (new ISLQ) »
& Environmental RAIs lssucd in Match 2009 ;
Draft SEIS cxpectcd to be issued Winter 2009
Final SEIS expected to be issued Spring 2010

@ Jab and Antelope (new ISL)




Lost Creck
ep. | Nichols Ranch

Moore Ranch

ISL = New '

181, - New., : b

15k - New

ISE and Cony - New

Cameco : ISL - Expansion

Strathmore Minerals Conv. - Now

: ‘Op’ei'alt i
= < “m* Srhitli-Ranch (ISR)

ands (ISR)~
nsen Ranch (ISK

m Crow Butte, NE (ISR)
Decommissioning

@
2}
m

Sta

Lucky Mc (Conventional)

ANC

(Conventional)

Gas Hills (Conventional)
Split Rock (Conventional) .

Shirle

v Basin (Conventional)

Bear Creek (Conventional)

ndby

Sweetwater (Conventional)

: TBD EREN

05/11 .

10/11 ‘
10/11
‘ 15




BLM Authority

Jurisdiction
® Structure

Review process

WY DEQ Authority

® Jurisdiction
Structure

Review Process




Open Discussion

Overtlaps in each agency’s review

Touch points in s‘c.h_e_c_l_ulﬁe' for interagency

 communication ", | '

Timing of document ‘sharing ahd comment
review . P TT |

Agency points of contact -
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