From: Saba, Farideh

Sent: Thursday, December 09, 2010 6:44 PM

To: Herrin, Dennis W.

Cc: Westcott, Daniel

Subject: Florida Power Corporation's Request for Exemption from Certain

Requirements of 10 CFR 55.59 (TAC No. ME5119)
Importance: High
Dennis,

By letter dated December 2, 2010, Florida Power Corporation (the licensee) requested a one-
time scheduled exemption to 10 CFR 55.59(c)(1) so that the current licensed operator
requalification program period can be extended from 24 months to 26 months, ending April 30,
2011, for Crystal River Unit 3 (CR-3).

The NRC staff reviewed the licensee’s submittal for acceptability and determined that additional
information is necessary to enable the NRC staff to make an independent assessment
regarding the acceptability of the proposed request in terms of regulatory requirements and the
protection of public health and safety and the environment. Consequently, a conference call was
held between the NRC staff and the licensee on December 9, 2010, to discuss the NRC staff’s
concerns and questions. Specifically, the NRC staff asked the licensee to explain how the
exemption meets the requirements of 10 CFR 55.11, which states that “grant such exemptions
from the requirements of the regulations in this part as it determines are authorized by law and
will not endanger life or property and are otherwise in the public interest.” In addition, the NRC
staff requested that the licensee justify how the CR-3 extended shutdown, plant’s recent
modifications, and the plant’s thermal-hydraulic response upon startup will impact the operators
requalification program. Also, the NRC staff pointed out that, if granted, this will be a one-time
exemption (as requested by the licensee). Therefore, the NRC will not be able to support any
further extension.

In order for the NRC staff to continue with the acceptability review of the exemption request, the
NRC staff requested that licensee supplement its submittal by December 15, 2010. This will
enable the NRC staff to complete its acceptance review and begin its detailed technical review,
upon acceptance of the revised submittal, in a timely manner.

Please call me or email, if you have any questions regarding this matter.

Farideh E. Saba, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
NRC/ADRO/NRR/DORL
301-415-1447

Mail Stop O-8G9A
Farideh.Saba@NRC.GOV
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