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Note to: Leo H1gg1nbotham, Act1ng D1rector '
' Division of Fuels Fac111t1es and Material Safety Inspect1on

e
| GUIDANCE ON 10 CFR 20.203(c)

You have requested guidance on the application of 10 CFR 20.203(c)(4). ..
- Your question arose out of an inspection at the Warner-Robins Air

Force Base. The specific question is whether the exemption provided

in 20.203(c)(4) is applicable to a high radiation area established.-
intermittently over a period of time greater than 30 days, where the
duration of the high radiation is less than 30 days (e.g., the high .
radiation is established for a few hours each month for use as an-
instrument calibration range). .

"The Notice of Propbsed Rulemaking for'20,203(c)(2) indicated that
high radiation control devices are required for each high radiation
area established for more than 30 days. The exemption providing for
direct surveillance as a substitution for control devices is limited -
to "a high radiation area established for a period of '30 days or -
Iess 10 CFR 20.203(c)(4). There is no indication that the exemption
was intended~to be applicable to only temporary short durations of high
radiation versus regular or periodic short durations of high radiation.
It is our view that so long as a high radiation area exists for less '
than 30 days, whether or not it may be reestablished in the same loca-
tion at a later date, the exemption of 20.203(c)(4) is applicable and--
direct surveillance may be substituted for the controls required by
20. 203(c)(2) Therefore, we agree with the position stated by Reg1on
' III in their Jetter dated May 4, 1978. ,

Other than that indicated above, there is nothing 1n the staff papers -
or statements of consideration associated with the publication of e
20.203(c)(4) that offers guidance on this matter. Cons1derat1on m1ght -
be given to having this regulation clarified. _— _ 5
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