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Health Physics
Request for Additional Information

Hematite Decommissioning Plan Chapter 13 — Quality Assurance Program

Comment:

The offsite analysis of sampled material resulting in quality validated data is a critical
component for the final status survey. Hematite Decommissioning Plan (DP)

Section 14.2.3 Laboratory Instrument Methods and Sensitivities states “Laboratories
chosen for analyses were authorized in accordance with Quality Assurance.” In the
context of Westinghouse’s graded approach to Quality Assurance (QA), the statement is
unclear as to what the primary QA elements/requirements are for the laboratories and
how the laboratory requirements flow from the Hematite’s QA requirements. The U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) would expect Hematite contracted laboratories
to have a QA/QC program that is verifiable with Westinghouse performing
inspection/audits of the laboratory by qualified QA personnel. The NRC would also
expect for contracted laboratories to have a requirement for laboratory certifications so
that laboratory results will be accepted at State licensed disposal facilities.

Basis:

Section D.2.3 of Appendix D of NUREG-1757, Vol. 2, The Assessment Phase, indicates
that in focusing on data verification, an examination would be performed of the
laboratory’s standard operating procedures. The process would also involve checking
for consistency and comparability of data, correctness of the data calculations and
completeness of the results and data documentation. Such steps would ensure that the
laboratory conditions and operations are in compliance with the statement of work and
the project’s quality assurance plan.

Path Forward:

Provide additional information and/or clarification on the QA requirements for contracted
laboratories and how these requirements flow from Hematite’s QA requirements.
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