February 2, 2011

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment
and Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the proposed rule that would implement the provisions of a new
Section 161A, “Use of Firearms by Security Personnel,” of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(AEA). This section added to the AEA by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 provides the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) new authority to authorize certain NRC licensee’s or
certificate holder’s security personnel to possess and use “enhanced weapons” (e.g., machine
guns), notwithstanding State, local, and certain Federal firearms laws and regulations. This
proposed rulemaking would implement new security requirements based on the requirements in
the Firearms Guidelines that were approved by the U.S. Attorney General on July 7, 2009, and
published in the Federal Register on September 11, 2009. Section 161A of the AEA required
the NRC to develop the Firearms Guidelines and obtain the approval of the U.S. Attorney
General for the authority to be effective.

This proposed rule will be published in the next few days.
Sincerely,
/IRA/
Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator James M. Inhofe



February 2, 2011

The Honorable Fred Upton

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the proposed rule that would implement the provisions of a
new Section 161A, “Use of Firearms by Security Personnel,” of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(AEA). This section added to the AEA by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 provides the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) new authority to authorize certain NRC licensee’s or
certificate holder’s security personnel to possess and use “enhanced weapons” (e.g., machine
guns), notwithstanding State, local, and certain Federal firearms laws and regulations. This
proposed rulemaking would implement new security requirements based on the requirements in
the Firearms Guidelines that were approved by the U.S. Attorney General on July 7, 2009, and
published in the Federal Register on September 11, 2009. Section 161A of the AEA required
the NRC to develop the Firearms Guidelines and obtain the approval of the U.S. Attorney
General for the authority to be effective.

This proposed rule will be published in the next few days.
Sincerely,
/IRA/
Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Henry A. Waxman



February 2, 2011

The Honorable John Shimkus

Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment and
the Economy

Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the proposed rule that would implement the provisions of a new
Section 161A, “Use of Firearms by Security Personnel,” of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (AEA)
(42 U.S.C. 2201a). Section 161A (added to the AEA by the Energy Policy Act of 2005)
provides the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) new authority to authorize certain
NRC licensee’s or certificate holder’s security personnel to possess and use “enhanced
weapons” (e.g., machine guns), notwithstanding State, local, and certain Federal firearms laws
and regulations. This proposed rulemaking would implement new security requirements based
on the requirements in the Firearms Guidelines that were approved by the U.S. Attorney
General on July 7, 2009, and published in the Federal Register on September 11, 2009 (74 FR
46800). Section 161A of the AEA required the NRC to develop the Firearms Guidelines and
obtain the approval of the U.S. Attorney General for the authority to be effective.

This proposed rule will be published in the next few days.
Sincerely,
IRA/
Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Gene Green



February 2, 2011

The Honorable Ed Whitfield

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the proposed rule that would implement the provisions of a new
Section 161A, “Use of Firearms by Security Personnel,” of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (AEA)
(42 U.S.C. 2201a). Section 161A (added to the AEA by the Energy Policy Act of 2005)
provides the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) new authority to authorize certain
NRC licensee’s or certificate holder’s security personnel to possess and use “enhanced
weapons” (e.g., machine guns), notwithstanding State, local, and certain Federal firearms laws
and regulations. This proposed rulemaking would implement new security requirements based
on the requirements in the Firearms Guidelines that were approved by the U.S. Attorney
General on July 7, 2009, and published in the Federal Register on September 11, 2009 (74 FR
46800). Section 161A of the AEA required the NRC to develop the Firearms Guidelines and
obtain the approval of the U.S. Attorney General for the authority to be effective.

This proposed rule will be published in the next few days.
Sincerely,
/IRA/
Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Bobby L. Rush



February 2, 2011

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment
And Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the proposed rule that would implement the provisions of a
new Section 161A, “Use of Firearms by Security Personnel,” of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
(AEA). This section added to the AEA by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 provides the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) new authority to authorize certain NRC licensee’s or
certificate holder’s security personnel to possess and use “enhanced weapons” (e.g., machine
guns), notwithstanding State, local, and certain Federal firearms laws and regulations. This
proposed rulemaking would implement new security requirements based on the requirements in
the Firearms Guidelines that were approved by the U.S. Attorney General on July 7, 2009, and
published in the Federal Register on September 11, 2009. Section 161A of the AEA required
the NRC to develop the Firearms Guidelines and obtain the approval of the U.S. Attorney
General for the authority to be effective.

This proposed rule will be published in the next few days.
Sincerely,
IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative James M. Inhofe

Identical letter were sent to:

The Honorable Fred Upton with cc: Representative Henry A. Waxman
The Honorable Ed Whitfield with cc: Representative Bobby L.Rush
The Honorable John Shimkus with cc: Representative Gene Green
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