
 
 

 
 

December 21, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Joseph A. (Buzz) Miller 
Executive Vice President 
Nuclear Development 
Southern Nuclear Operating Company 
P. O. Box 1295 
Birmingham, AL  35201 
 
SUBJECT: VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 3 AND 4 – COMBINED 

LICENSE APPLICATION – REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION FOR 
INSTALLATION OF TURBINE BUILDING FOUNDATION 

 
Dear Mr. Miller: 

 
In a presentation at the public meeting on October 14, 2010, Southern Nuclear Operating 
Company (SNC) provided a preconstruction screening evaluation that explained SNC’s position 
that prior U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) approval is not required for turbine 
building foundation (TBF) installation in the excavations for Vogtle Electric Generating Plant 
Units 3 and 4.  SNC subsequently reiterated this position verbally to NRC staff on November 15, 
2010.  The limited work authorization (LWA) that SNC received as part of the Vogtle early site 
permit does not include construction of the TBF. 
  
Based on the information in SNC’s presentation, it appears to the NRC staff that work related to 
the TBF at Vogtle Units 3 and 4 meets the definition of construction in 10 CFR 50.10(a)(1).  
Installation of the TBF would therefore require prior NRC regulatory approval. 
 
In considering SNC’s presentation and position the relevant regulation is the definition of 
construction in 10 CFR 50.10(a)(1), which states “Activities constituting construction are the 
driving of piles, subsurface preparation, placement of backfill, concrete, or permanent retaining 
walls within an excavation, installation of foundations, or in-place assembly, erection, fabrication 
or testing which are for:  ...[the facilities or safety-related structures, systems and components 
(SSCs) identified in 10 CFR 50.10(a)(1)(i)-(vii)].” 

 
The AP1000 turbine building contains several SSCs that fall within the scope of construction as 
defined in the rule.  As such, under the LWA rule, installation of the foundation of the AP1000 
turbine building, including the side walls that are below grade, meets the definition of 
construction.  This view is supported by the discussion in the Statement of Considerations 
associated with 10 CFR 50.10 (see, for example, 72 FR 57429 - 57432). 
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. David Matthews at (301) 415-1199, 
David.Matthews@nrc.gov or Manny Comar at (301) 415-3863, Manny.Comar@nrc.gov. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

David B. Matthews, Director  /RA/ 
Division of New Reactor Licensing  
Office of New Reactors    
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