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EN 10-051 

 
OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT 

NOTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
 
Licensee: Carolina Power and Light Company    EA-10-205 
  H.B. Robinson Steam Electric Plant, Unit 2 

Docket No. 50-261 

Subject: ISSUANCE OF FINAL SIGNIFICANCE DETERMINATION AND NOTICE OF 
VIOLATION  

This is to inform the Commission of escalated enforcement actions that will be issued on or about 
December 7, 2010, to Carolina Power and Light Company (Licensee) as a result of inspections at 
H.B. Robinson Steam Electric Plant, Unit 2.  The escalated enforcement actions consist of a 
White finding associated with a violation, and a Severity Level III Notice of Violation. 
 
The White finding, an issue with low to moderate safety significance, along with a violation, 
involved the Licensee’s failure to identify and correct a mechanical problem associated with the 
“B” Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) output breaker.  This condition adverse to quality caused 
the “B” EDG to be declared inoperable both in 2008 and 2009.  Contrary to 10 CFR 50, Appendix 
B, Criterion XVI, “Corrective Action,” the Licensee failed to promptly identify and correct a 
condition adverse to quality.  Specifically, on October 15, 2008, during a post modification test, 
the “B” EDG output breaker failed to close due to a control relay malfunction.  The Licensee’s 
failure to identify and correct the control relay in 2008 caused a similar malfunction during a 
surveillance test in June 2009.  This breaker malfunction caused the EDG to be declared 
inoperable for a period greater than the Technical Specification allowed outage time. 
 
A violation is also being issued to the Licensee for its failure to provide the NRC with complete 
and accurate information as required by 10 CFR 50.9, “Completeness and Accuracy of 
Information.”  Specifically, on June 18, 2009, the Licensee submitted a Licensee Event Report 
(LER) which described the corrective actions taken from a similar failure in 2008.  This LER stated 
that the breaker was tested in accordance with a preventive maintenance procedure and that the 
procedure was successfully completed.  However, the NRC determined that the Licensee had not 
conducted full testing of the breaker in accordance with the procedure, and had only completed 
the instruction for returning the breaker to service.  This information was material because the 
NRC relied on it to grant the Licensee enforcement discretion for the breaker failure in 2009 which 
would have resulted in a violation and would have likely resulted in additional inspection effort. 
 
It should be noted that the licensee has not been specifically informed of the enforcement action.  
The schedule of issuance and notification is: 

 Mailing of final significance determination  December 7, 2010 
 Telephone notification of licensee   December 7, 2010 
 

The State of South Carolina will be notified. 
 
CONTACTS:  Gerry Gulla, OE, (301) 415-2872  Nick Hilton, OE, (301) 415-3055 
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