November 26, 2010

Dr. Walt W. Lilly, Radiation Safety Officer
Professor of Biology

Southeast Missouri State University

One University Plaza

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701-4799

SUBJECT: NOVEMBER 9 2010, 10 CFR 20.2203 LETTER REGARDING “REPORTS OF
EXPOSURE, RADIATION LEVELS AND CONCENTRATIONS OF
RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS EXCEEDING THE CONSTRAINTS OR LIMITS.”

Dear Dr. Lilly:

This acknowledges receipt of your November 9, 2010, letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), regarding the identification of low levels of radioactive contamination in a
small patch of soil near one of your science buildings. This also acknowledges the
November 22, 2010, telephone conversation between you and Mr. Mike McCann of my staff.

In the University’s November 9 report, it is indicated that, during the conduct of surveys

by University staff, low levels of contamination were identified in soil samples collected

from a small grassy area near one of the University’s Science buildings. During the
November 22 telephone conversation, your staff determined that exposure from the
contamination to University Staff and the public was not expected. The basis for this
determination was that the direct instrument surveys did not reveal removable contamination,
the contamination that was found was primarily 3 to 6 inches below the soil surface, and the
area had not been disturbed in 28 years.

The 30-day response indicates that you have restricted access to the area, have placed a
security fence around the area, and have posted the area with appropriate “Radiation Caution
Signs.” Your report also indicates you have initiated additional site characterization surveys in
the outdoor areas around your science buildings and that the initial direct radiological surveys
have not identified any additional contamination. We request that, once your final survey report
for the outdoor areas is complete, you forward a copy to Mr. McCann. Based on your actions to
date, we have no further questions at this time. This event will be examined during a future
inspection.

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 2.390 of the NRC’s
“Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the
NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and
Management System (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/
reading-rm/adams.html.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mike McCann, of my staff at
630-829-9856.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Tamara E. Bloomer, Chief
Materials Inspection Branch

Docket No. 030-33508
License No. 24-09296-02

cc: State of Missouri
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Geoffrey Warren, of my staff. You can
reach Mr. Warren at 630-829-9742.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Tamara E. Bloomer, Chief
Materials Inspection Branch

Docket No. 030-33508
License No. 24-09296-02

cc: State of Missouri
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