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202) 429. 1 ‘.;E._I‘\L L 3

i (202) 429-5120 JONiERK (202) 223-4579 The Soclety
College of of Nuclear
Nuclear 92 APR 30 P2:51 Medicine |
Physicians :

FBICE OF SEOnY (A

mJCht TING & S0 v“‘
April 24, 1992 BRANLH

Samuel Chilk ?
Secretary of the Commission |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Attention: Docketing and Service Branch (PRM-35-10)
Dear Secretary Chilk:

The American College of Nuclear Physicians (ACNP) and the Society of Nuclear Medicine (SNM) |
wish to formally respond to the American College of Nuclear Medicine (ACNM) petition docketed
January 14, 1992.

The petitioner’s first request proposed the deletion of 10 CFR Part 35.72(a)(2). This issue is already |
under consideration by the NRC according to a previous petition (docket number PRM-20-20).
ACNP and SNM wrote in support of the previous petition on July 15, 1991. We still maintain that
this action is necessary and strongly urge the NRC to resolve this issue by deleting Part 35.72(a)(2) |
immediately. In order to support regulation to ensure safety, we recommended substitution of NCRP |
no. 37 for 35.72 (a)(2).

The petitioner’s second request addressed mandated hospitalization and confinement. ACNP and
SNM believe that NRC regulation is silent on the issue of mandated hospitalization and that the real
issue is adequate confinement. Our interpretation of NRC’s regulations regarding confinement does
not mandate hospitalization for patients receiving radioactive treatments. The regulations state that
until the measured dose rate falls to acceptable levels, the patient must be under medical care, not |
necessarily hospital care. Nuclear medicine’s and the NRC'’s objective is to ensure safety efficiently
and effectively. The rationale for establishing an alternative protected environment for patients
receiving very high doses is unclear, since there are unlikely to be economic benefits. In either case,
- a regulatory change should not be necessary.

In summary, ACNP and SNM urge NRC to expedite a resolution on the ACNM petition and its
predecessor (PRM-20-20). i

%Mg;ﬁam

Robert J. Lull,

Sincerely,

Leon S. Malmud, M.D.

President President
American College of Nuclear Physicians Society of Nuclear Medicine
ko JUL 16 w92
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WARREN K. SINCLAIR, Ph.0.. President

A 4 . S. JAMES ADELSTEIN, M.D.. Vice Preswent __ : .
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s ' i - MEDICAL 35,
e  Edmond E. Griffin, Ph.D TRt s < i tare i B ADM#NJS;RL:{’QZ"l
¥ 'Medical Program Science Administrator . . S TE N AN ATE

{fff_ - American Heart Association -
st 2. -0 7320 Greenville Avenue
‘Dallas, Texas 75231

_Dear"Dr.‘Gbiffin:

e "This is in response to your request to Dr. Sinclaipr concerning exemptions
“*' to the 30 millicuries requirement prior to release from the hospital. Dr.

+ * Sinclair has asked that I respond to you. I am a staff scientist for the NCRP
i With responsibilty in the medical areas of radiation protection. e

o7ri . Attached is a complimentary copy of NCRP Report No. 37. The philosophy
"7 to back up my response to your question is contained in Report 37 and in
- Report 39 - Basic Radiation Protection Philosophy. The NCRP would recommend
<" against "exemptions™ from the standard 30 mCi body content prior to release
“Y from the hospital. - If anything, in the case of Iodine-131, we would recommend
7. that in the majority of cases the patient should not be released until the
total amount in the body is 8 mCi. However that is too restrictive, and, .
since the number of people receiving therapeutic amounts of radioiodine is not
fl,great, the 30 mCi quantity provides adequate radiation protection to members
,of the family. This, of course, assumes that the members of the family are
‘properly instructed in accordance with the provisions of Section 4.1 of Report
Bl Jrpeetran e e s S s e e

I recommend that anyone responsible for making decisions, such as this
one facing your Advisory Board, read all of Report 37 so as to get a full
appreciation of the problem. This report was first 1ssued in 1970 and I would
add only that, in todays politieal climate, I would treat all members of the
patient's family as under 45 and delete the easing of restrictions for those
over 45. Please realize that these restrictions are important for others who
may come into contact with the patient. The concern for the patient is that
he or she receive the benefit of the procedure and subsequent freedom from the
condition being treated. o ; '

= Contamination is another significant problem especially when iodine is
the administered isotope. Everything the patient touches or that is in
contact with the patient is contaminated. When I was a radiation safety

-, officer at a large medical center, patients.who had been administered iodine
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Visitors
ged not to touch the patient and to sit as
“far away as possible. Nursing staff were fully trained in proper radiation
-8afety procedures to be Eollogad, o s b e s b

VL*'Ir yeﬁ'hévé fuffheE{Qﬁesiions, pleaaé doﬁ'f BéSitatejfdiﬁéll
% (307-657-2652) or write. I hope this. is helpful to you. ”

o= Sinéeﬁieé; 1’”Ef:, o
: i Sta#f Assistant

I I

Our ovérriding consideration would be that no
population should be expos

person in the general
ed to more than 500 :

mrem per year. .. ..

- Enclosures: (1)
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