December 15, 2010

Mr. John M. Fowler, Executive Director
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

SUBJECT: POWERTECH INC. PROPOSED DEWEY-BURDOCK IN-SITU RECOVERY
FACILITY NEAR EDGEMONT, SOUTH DAKOTA (DOCKET 040-09075)

Dear Mr. Fowler:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received an application from Powertech
Inc. (Powertech) for a new radioactive source materials license to develop and operate the
Dewey-Burdock Project located near Edgemont, South Dakota in Fall River and Custer
Counties. The facility, if licensed, would use an in-situ recovery (ISR) methodology to extract
uranium at the Dewey-Burdock site. The proposed project boundary consists of approximately
10,580 acres (4,282 ha) located on both sides of Dewey Road (County Road 6463) and portions
of Sections 1-5, 10-12, 14, and 15, Township 7 South, Range 1 East and Sections 20, 21, 27,
28, 29, and 30-35, Township 6 South, Range 1 East, Black Hill Meridian. A map showing the
proposed project boundary is enclosed (Powertech Figure 1.4-1).

As established in Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 (10 CFR 51), the NRC regulation
that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, the NRC
is preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the proposed action.
The SEIS will address the impacts associated with the construction, operation, and
decommissioning of the proposed facility. As outlined in 36 CFR 800, to comply with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 through the requirements of the NEPA, the
SEIS will include analyses of potential impacts to historic and cultural resources.

To enhance the scope and quality of our review and facilitate the identification of tribal historic
sites and/or cultural resources, specifically, sites that may have traditional religious or cultural
significance to Native American Tribes that may be interested in and/or affected by the
proposed action, the NRC sent consultation letters to 17 tribes, including the Oglala Sioux, on
March 19, 2010 and September 10, 2010. The NRC has also made additional contacts with
tribal officials offering consultation and seeking information by other means such as telephone
calls and emails.

To date, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa and Three Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, Hidatsa &
Arikara Nation) responded in writing to the consultation letters and stated they anticipate no
adverse effect on cultural resources by the proposed action. Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux;
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, and Lower Brule Sioux responded requesting
formal consultation. Eastern Shoshone tribe informally indicated that they are interested in
formal consultation. The NRC has not yet received responses from the Oglala Sioux; Cheyenne
River Sioux; Crow Creek Sioux; Flandreau-Santee Sioux; Standing Rock Sioux; Yankton Sioux;
Spirit Lake Tribe; Lower Sioux Indian Community; Northern Cheyenne; and Northern Arapaho
tribes.
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The NRC plans on issuing the draft SEIS in summer 2011; when the draft becomes available, a
copy will be sent to your office for your review and comment. The NRC will also notify the
17 tribes when the draft SEIS is available and request their comments.

The Powertech Dewey-Burdock Project license application is publicly available in the NRC
Public Document Room (PDR) located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland 20852, or from the NRC’s Agency Wide Documents Access and
Management System (ADAMS). The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. The accession numbers for the Powertech
application including the Environmental Report is ML092870160.

If you have any questions or comments, or need any additional information, please contact
Ms. Haimanot Yilma of my staff by telephone at 301-415-8029 or email at
haimanot.yilma@nrc.gov

Sincerely,

IRA/

Kevin Hsueh, Branch Chief
Environmental Review Branch B
Environmental Protection

and Performance Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management

and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs

Docket No.: 040-09075
Enclosure: Map

cc: Marian Atkins, Field Office Manager
South Dakota Field Office - BLM
310 Roundup Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717-1698

Gregory R. Fesko P.G.

Coal Program Coordinator
Branch of Solid Minerals - BLM
Montana State Office

5001 Southgate Drive

Billings, MT 59001
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Coal Program Coordinator
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Billings, MT 59001

Sincerely,

IRA/

Kevin Hsueh, Branch Chief
Environmental Review Branch B
Environmental Protection
and Performance Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection

Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs
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