
 
 

December 9, 2010 
 
 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Attention:  Dr. Timothy H. Trumbull 
110 8th Street 
Troy, NY 12180-3590 
 
 
SUBJECT: RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE - ACCEPTANCE OF THE 

REQUEST TO CHANGE TO A SELF-GUARANTEE TO PROVIDE 
DECOMMISSIONING FUNDING ASSURANCE FOR THE RENSSELAER 
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE CRITICAL EXPERIMENTS FACILITY (TAC NO. 
ME1591) 

 
 
Dear Dr. Trumbull: 
 
By letter dated August 31, 2010 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML102790045), as supplemented by letter dated October 14, 2010 
(ADAMS Accession No. ML103070074), the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) submitted a 
request to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to change its method of providing 
decommissioning financial assurance for the RPI Critical Experiments Facility (RCF), Facility 
Operating License No. CX-22, from a bank certificate of deposit (CD) with HSBC Bank to the 
self-guarantee method as allowed by Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), 
Section 50.75(e)(1)(iii) for non-profit entities, such as universities.  The regulation states that “[a] 
guarantee of funds by the applicant or licensee may be used if the guarantee and test are as 
contained in Appendix E to 10 CFR Part 30.” 
 
The NRC staff reviewed the self-guarantee agreement and corroborating documentation from 
RPI to cover the cost of decommissioning the RPI RCF and finds that the self-guarantee 
agreement meets or exceeds the financial test criteria for a non-profit university that issues 
bonds, that it is acceptable for providing financial assurance, and that it is in accordance with 
the provisions of Appendix E to 10 CFR Part 30. 
 
However, pursuant to Section II.C.3 of Appendix E to 10 CFR Part 30, after the initial financial 
test, RPI, “[m]ust repeat passage of the test within 90 days after the close of each succeeding 
fiscal year,” and under regulation Section II.C.3 of Appendix E to 10 CFR Part 30: 
 

If the licensee no longer meets the requirements ... the licensee must send notice 
to the NRC of its intent to establish alternative financial assurance as specified in 
the NRC regulations.  The notice must be sent by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, within 90 days after the end of the fiscal year for which the year end 
financial data show that the licensee no longer meets the financial test 
requirements.



 
T. Trumbull -2- 
 
In conclusion, since the NRC staff finds the self-guarantee acceptable for providing financial 
assurance pursuant to 10 CFR 50.75(e)(1)(iii), and that it is in accordance with the provisions of 
Appendix E to 10 CFR Part 30, RPI’s CD is no longer required by the NRC to provide financial 
assurance. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Jessie F. Quichocho, Chief 
      Research and Test Reactors Licensing Branch 
      Division of Policy and Rulemaking 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Docket No. 50-225 
 
cc: 
 
Mayor of the City of Schenectady 
Schenectady, NY  12305 
 
Tim Rice 
Chief, Radiation Section 
Division of Hazardous Waste and Radiation Management  
NY State Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233-7255 
 
Peter F. Caracappa, Ph.D, CHP 
Radiation Safety Officer 
NES Building, Room 1-10, MANE Department 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
110 8th St. 
Troy, NY 12180-3590 
 
Mrs. Jessica Berry, RCF Supervisor 
NES Building, Room 1-10, MANE Department 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
110 8th St. 
Troy, NY 12180 
 
Peter Collopy, Director EH&S 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
21 Union Street 
Gurley Building 2nd Floor 
Troy, NY 12180 
 
Alyse Peterson, State Liaison Officer Designee  
   Senior Project Manager 
Radioactive Waste Policy and Nuclear Coordination  
New York State Energy Research & Development Authority  
17 Columbia Circle 
Albany, NY 12203-6399 
 
Test, Research, and Training 
  Reactor Newsletter 
University of Florida 
202 Nuclear Sciences Center 
Gainesville, FL  32611 
 
Susan L. Proskine,  CTP 
Assistant Treasurer 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
110 8th Street, Troy Bldg, 5th Fl 
Troy, NY 12180 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


