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'I'hc 1 lonoreble Gregory Jacj.ko 
Cl~ainnun 
U.S, Nuclcar Rcgulalory Commission 
\\';tshinpon, DC 70555-000 1 

Dcor Chairnian Jiiczko: 

I undcl.stal~d 111ni you rccenll!: conrac~ccl my stnf'nskillg for morc dctnil regarding my \'ic\\*s 
i~huut tllr conduc~ ol'mandntary hcarinys in the ~ l c w  plilni licensing 1,raccss. I'ni happy 10 

csplain m\. cxpeclations and conccrns Inorc full!.. 

1 cspcc~  thc Comniissic~n to conduct the manda~ory \>enring i n  u tnalincr that is cllicitnt, hit, 
prcdictc\ble and consincn~ \vith irs rcsponsibili~p to prolecr public heallh nnd sal'cty and tllc 
cn\~ironmmt. With clTcc~i\*c ~nnnlrgemcnt. !he Commission's rcspol~sibility \o cnsurc sal'cty 
nccd not bc in conflict nith cfficicncy and dccisi\~cness. I an1 conccrncd thn\ rclucla~lce on the 
p r ~ n  ol'the Colnmission lo ca~bracc an cfficicn\ ilnd prcdiclablr: procuss, and t~old itsclf 
nccountttblc, may have u dctrimcntal clTecl on nuclear plant devclopn~cnr and incrensr 
pcrccp~ions orthc agency as nn unprcdictahlc rcgula~or. 

'I'hc Atomic I'ncrgy Act's ~ii;tndi~tory licariny rcqt~irclncnt has bccomc incrcaslsingl~ unneccssa1.j' 
\\.ilh 11lc pass;lyc o l ' l i~n t  as tlir NRC h;ls irnprovd transparency and pilbiic in\luI\wncnt in t l~e  
licensing proccss, In the pas!, tlic NRC has propnscd Icgisla~ioli to c!imi~ra\e \his rerl~~ircmcnt-- 
ull nppronch I suppon. Absc111 such a 1;~yislarive chongc, I suppon llic Bipurtisa~l Polic!, Ccnlcr's 
rcvomnlendn~ion 1hn1 \he mrmdat'nry llcnring should bc conductcc! as un inlbrrnol. Icgisla~ivr-style 
Iicul.ing. I am plcused Ihe Commission's intcmal proccdiircs are consinenr \vilh this opplVooch. 

A s  1 obscr\led aL thc March 5th oversight hearing of lhc Scnale Comni i~~ec  o n  Environmcn~ and 
Public Works on 111e NRC, thc Ccntcr also noted that, -.Nearly all applicants indicalcd thnt 
ccrlainry in scheduling is morc cn~cial than spccd." I agrec and havc hcen ucry clcar about my 
dismay o\*cr llic lack ol'coniple~c, publicly irvailablc scheclules for lllc issuance of 11r.u- ptnnt 
licclrscs. Nearly thrcc ycars Ilit\.c passcd sillcc lhc first liccnsc applicntioll TOT i\ new plan1 was 
filed ancl lhc NRC has yct ro publicly nflicrll:itc projections when i l  cspccls to issue any liccnscs. 
This intlicalcs a scrious omission of cl'l'cc~ivc and recognized 1001s lllal foslcr 111anagcment and 
rcliabili~y, n~ld appcar to be in  conllict u r i l h  \he NliC's I'rinciplc r.rl'Ciood licgi~la~ion such as: 



Eficiency: Tlrc Alncrictrn rnxpnytr, lhc 1x1~-paying crrnsun~cr. and liccnsccs nl-c all 
entilled io the b c s ~  possible nI;lnagnncnt and r\dminis~t.atiun ol'~.cgula~crrp i~c~i\jitics. l'lrc 
liidacst iechnicnl and managerin1 cotnpcLsncc is rcquirctl. RIICI tilust bc a constwil L ~ ~ C I I C Y  

goal.. . Regulnroly dccisions should bc madc withour unduc tlclay. 

Reliability: Regulaiory actions should ulmys bc hlly consis~cnt wi~h \ \*rh~c~i  rcgulntions 
and should bc promplly, hil-lg, oud dccisitlcly odminis[crcd so ns In Icnd s~nhility lo lhc 
nuclcnr opcrulional end planning proccsscs. 

;I Iccnsc The mancln~or!. hearing i s  porcniiullp lhc lt~sl rcplr1:rlory lr~r~.dlc prior to ~ h c  iss\l;lncc 01' I '  
and ma!, dclay ~ h c  issunncc ol'nc\\' plilnt liccl~scs. 'r'l~e .scriousl~css \villi \\-liich Ihc Commissicln 
nmnazes lhc crilical pc11h nilturc ol'lhis proccss \\*ill siynnl to s~okclioldcrs \vhcthcr il is 
comlriilied lo providing tlic "be r~  possiblc maniigcmcn! and adlninisrra~ion-' or \\~hc\licr 
"regula~ory risk" \\*ill con~inuc to bc ciiccl ns il busil~css risk \a \vould-bc nuclear in\,cs~ors, 

'I'he Commission should make clcnr to 111c public: applicenls, rlnd ill\~cl;lors that i t  is ccwnmiuctl 
10 cfTccti\lely managing nc\sy~lanl liccnsing. I t  can do this by: 

Using its supcn!isory aulhori~y 10 csinblisli sclicdulc disciplins ill con~cslcd 
hearings; 
Timcl!* resolution ol' appeals rcsulling lrom conlcstcd t~cnrings: 
Es~ablislriirg an cficicnt and ~rirnsporcn~ proccss I'or lhc ~tizinda~or.! Ircaring, 
including cnrnplctc rchcdulcs. beyinning as soor1 as pi~ssiblv nIicr lllc rclci~sc 01' 
final Snlcry E\.al\la~ion licpor~s and lhc l;n\~ironrncn\al 11npi1~1 S~a~crncn~s :  i~nd 
Developing a record ol'u~ilizing cffccii\fc rnnnagcrinl lools 10 mnllitgc horh lhc 
con~cs~rd  11!1d mandatory Ilcarings. 

'The Comlnission indicated in its lcslirnon~~ 011 h~liucli j rh  t h i l ~  il is, ".. . lillly conlidcnr 111:11 IIIC 
agcncy can successfully ond cffcclivcly Inca i ~ s  rcgulnlorr rcsponsihiii~ics \\:it11 rcgr~rti lo 311 
lhesc nra~tcrs." I llopc 11ic Uo~nrnissic~n cn~br:lccs llicsc s ~ ~ g ~ c s ~ i o r i s .  iintl sho\vs s~akclioldcrs 111c 
Commission's con~mitnrcnt lo improc.c cfficicncy iuid rciii~bili~!~ on lhcsc nlirlicrs. 

&=- Surrnlor James h.1. lnl~ol;: 

CC: Cmsr. Kris~inc Svinicki 
C~nsr. \'llill i a n ~  Mag\vood 
Cmsr. George Aposlolakis 
Cmsr. V'iI l inn1 Ostcndnrff 


