
November 1, 2010 
 
 
 
The Honorable Doc Hastings 
Ranking Member, Committee on 
  Natural Resources 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Hastings: 
 
I write in response to your letter of October 21, 2010, regarding Volume III of NRC’s Yucca 
Mountain Safety Evaluation Report (SER). 
 
As you are aware, subsequent to the decision by NRC Chairman Gregory Jaczko to direct the 
orderly closure of NRC’s High Level Waste program, Commissioner William Ostendorff formally 
proposed that the Commission revisit the Chairman’s direction, including the issuance of explicit 
Commission direction to the NRC staff that it continue towards its release of Volume III of the 
Yucca Mountain SER. 
 
Although a majority of Commissioners declined to participate, denying a quorum required for 
action on his proposal, I voted in support of Commissioner Ostendorff’s request.  A copy of my 
vote is enclosed with this letter.  In it, I state that “whatever the ultimate disposition of the Yucca 
Mountain license application and associated activities, complete SER documents should be a 
matter of public record and will be the best vehicle to memorialize the scientific knowledge and 
analysis gained during the technical review.” 
 
I do not have access to Volume III of the SER, and would receive it upon its public release, but I 
understand that your request to be provided a copy of it has been referred to the NRC’s Office 
of Congressional Affairs.  I thank you for the opportunity to provide my individual view in this 
matter. 
 

Respectfully, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 
      Kristine L. Svinicki 
 
Enclosure:   
Vote for COMWCO-10-0002 
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