
 
 
 

October 28, 2010 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:     Gregory Hatchett, Chief 
  Environmental Projects Branch 1 
  Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
  Office of New Reactors 
 
FROM:     Mallecia Sutton, Senior Project Manager /RA/ 
  Environmental Projects Branch 1 
  Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
  Office of New Reactors 
 
SUBJECT:    SUMMARY OF TELECONFERENCE WITH U.S. FISH AND  
     WILDLIFE SERVICE TO DISCUSS SPECIES LIST FOR  
     THE VOGTLE COMBINED LICENSES BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
(PNNL, contractor to NRC), and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) held a conference call 
September 15, 2010, to discuss the species list for the Vogtle Combined Licenses (COLs) 
Biological Assessment (BA).  The participants were Strant Colwell (USFWS), Bill Wikoff 
(USFWS), Mallecia Sutton (NRC), Nancy Kuntzleman (NRC), Mike Sackschewsky (PNNL), 
Amanda Stegen (PNNL), Becky Krieg (PNNL), and Kim Leigh (PNNL).   
 
The NRC staff explained to the USFWS representatives the purpose of the Vogtle COLs BA is 
to address operational impacts at the Vogtle Site and along the proposed transmission line  
right-of-way (ROW) as well as construction impacts on the proposed ROW.  Also discussed 
were some discrepancies in the species lists that are available on the USFWS Endangered 
Species homepage http://www.fws.gov/endangered and the Georgia Ecological Services Office 
homepage http://www.fws.gov/athens/endangered.html. 
 
The staff asked about including the Altamaha Spinymussel, Upland Combshell, and Interrupted 
Rocksnail in the BA.  These species are listed as occurring in Burke, Jefferson, Warren, 
McDuffie counties and crossed by the proposed ROW and at the Vogtle Site in Burke County.   
Mr. Strant Colwell said that he did not think that the Altamaha Spinymussel should be included 
in the BA.  He was going to look into the other two species as well, but he said that the 
Combshell’s range also did not extend to the area under discussion for the site or the 
transmission lines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact:  Mallecia Sutton, NRO/DSER 
  301-415-0673 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
G. Hatchett - 2 - 
 
Mr. Colwell also indicated that the USFWS had no additional concerns beyond those related to 
mussels that the USFWS had provided in their letter dated February 7, 2010.  The staff 
requested clarification on this letter.  Mr. Colwell replied it was sent to the Department of Interior 
(not the NRC), but it did not contain any additional species that were listed or proposed for 
listing.  The NRC staff also asked if there were any additions to the list that were not contained 
in the Catena Report that was referenced in the USFWS comment letter dated December 7, 
2007, on the draft.  Mr. Colwell indicated that it did not include any other species.  
 
Mr. Colwell requested clarification on the transmission lines.  The NRC staff explained that both 
construction and operation of the proposed transmission line ROW were part of the action we 
would address in the BA.  
 
We also discussed the addition of the Michaux’s Sumac to Jefferson and McDuffie Counties on 
the USFWS Endangered Species homepage.  Mr. Colwell was going to look into the species list 
changes based on the USFWS Endangered Species homepage and send us a complete 
species list to include in our BA. 
 
We asked about concerns the USFWS had with the project and the species lists that we sent to 
them via e-mail on September 13, 2010.  Mr. Bill Wikoff requested that we add the Gopher 
Tortoise, a Georgia State-threatened species, to the terrestrial species lists for both Burke 
County and the proposed ROW.  Mr. Wikoff said that this species occurs just south of the Vogtle 
Site on the Yuchi Wildlife Management Area.  He stated that the Gopher Tortoise also occurs 
near the western edge of the proposed ROW just outside the corridor in Jefferson County.  He 
would like the NRC staff to note that the Gopher Tortoise is currently being considered for 
Federal listing as a footnote to the Federally listed species tables for the both the Vogtle Site 
and the proposed ROW.  Mr. Wikoff concurred with the species lists for both State and Federal 
aquatic species. 
 
USFWS noted that they will include recommendations for particular species in the letter that 
they will send to the NRC containing the species list.  For example, they may recommend 
surveys be completed for the perennial herb, Canby’s Dropwort, prior to construction.   
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Executive Secretary Alvin W. Vogtle Nuclear Plant 
Georgia Public Service Commission 7821 River Road 
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Birmingham, AL  35201-1295 1332 Brown Road 
       Hephzibah, GA  30815 
Mr. Joseph (Buzz) Miller        
Senior Vice President Mr. Robert E. Sweeney 
Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. IBEX ESI 
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Environmental Project Manager Bentina C. Terry 
Southern Nuclear Operating Co., Inc. Southern Nuclear Operating Company,Inc. 
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APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer) 
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham) 
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BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman) 
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crpierce@southernco.com   (C.R. Pierce) 
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kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh) 
lynchs@gao.gov   (Sarah Lynch - Meeting Notices Only) 
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb) 
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phinnen@entergy.com   (Paul Hinnenkamp) 
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings) 
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell) 
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com   (R.K. Temple) 
Crivard    (?) 
roberta.swain@ge.com   (Roberta Swain) 
burkechamber@roelco.net  (Ashley Roberts) 
sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan) 
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz) 
sbooher@aol.com  (Sam Booher) 
steven.hucik@ge.com   (Steven Hucik) 
tomccall@southernco.com   (Tom McCallum) 
diannevalentin@gmail.com  (Dianne Valentin) 
pvince20@gmail.com  (Patricia Vincent) 
waraksre@westinghouse.com   (Rosemarie E. Warak) 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


