October 28, 2010

MEMORANDUM TO:  Gregory Hatchett, Chief
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

FROM: Mallecia Sutton, Senior Project Manager /RA/
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF TELECONFERENCE WITH U.S. FISH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE TO DISCUSS SPECIES LIST FOR
THE VOGTLE COMBINED LICENSES BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
(PNNL, contractor to NRC), and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) held a conference call
September 15, 2010, to discuss the species list for the Vogtle Combined Licenses (COLs)
Biological Assessment (BA). The participants were Strant Colwell (USFWS), Bill Wikoff
(USFWS), Mallecia Sutton (NRC), Nancy Kuntzleman (NRC), Mike Sackschewsky (PNNL),
Amanda Stegen (PNNL), Becky Krieg (PNNL), and Kim Leigh (PNNL).

The NRC staff explained to the USFWS representatives the purpose of the Vogtle COLs BA is
to address operational impacts at the Vogtle Site and along the proposed transmission line
right-of-way (ROW) as well as construction impacts on the proposed ROW. Also discussed
were some discrepancies in the species lists that are available on the USFWS Endangered
Species homepage http://www.fws.gov/endangered and the Georgia Ecological Services Office
homepage http://www.fws.gov/athens/endangered.html.

The staff asked about including the Altamaha Spinymussel, Upland Combshell, and Interrupted
Rocksnail in the BA. These species are listed as occurring in Burke, Jefferson, Warren,
McDuffie counties and crossed by the proposed ROW and at the Vogtle Site in Burke County.
Mr. Strant Colwell said that he did not think that the Altamaha Spinymussel should be included
in the BA. He was going to look into the other two species as well, but he said that the
Combshell’s range also did not extend to the area under discussion for the site or the
transmission lines.
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Mr. Colwell also indicated that the USFWS had no additional concerns beyond those related to
mussels that the USFWS had provided in their letter dated February 7, 2010. The staff
requested clarification on this letter. Mr. Colwell replied it was sent to the Department of Interior
(not the NRC), but it did not contain any additional species that were listed or proposed for
listing. The NRC staff also asked if there were any additions to the list that were not contained
in the Catena Report that was referenced in the USFWS comment letter dated December 7,
2007, on the draft. Mr. Colwell indicated that it did not include any other species.

Mr. Colwell requested clarification on the transmission lines. The NRC staff explained that both
construction and operation of the proposed transmission line ROW were part of the action we
would address in the BA.

We also discussed the addition of the Michaux’s Sumac to Jefferson and McDuffie Counties on
the USFWS Endangered Species homepage. Mr. Colwell was going to look into the species list
changes based on the USFWS Endangered Species homepage and send us a complete
species list to include in our BA.

We asked about concerns the USFWS had with the project and the species lists that we sent to
them via e-mail on September 13, 2010. Mr. Bill Wikoff requested that we add the Gopher
Tortoise, a Georgia State-threatened species, to the terrestrial species lists for both Burke
County and the proposed ROW. Mr. Wikoff said that this species occurs just south of the Vogtle
Site on the Yuchi Wildlife Management Area. He stated that the Gopher Tortoise also occurs
near the western edge of the proposed ROW just outside the corridor in Jefferson County. He
would like the NRC staff to note that the Gopher Tortoise is currently being considered for
Federal listing as a footnote to the Federally listed species tables for the both the Vogtle Site
and the proposed ROW. Mr. Wikoff concurred with the species lists for both State and Federal
aquatic species.

USFWS noted that they will include recommendations for particular species in the letter that
they will send to the NRC containing the species list. For example, they may recommend
surveys be completed for the perennial herb, Canby’s Dropwort, prior to construction.
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