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Conference Call for the Fermi 3 COL Environmental Review 
 

Monday, September 27, 2010, 2:00 PM Eastern Time 
 
Purpose 
 
To discuss the status of RAIs and other items related to the Fermi 3 COL Environmental Review 
 
Participants 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC):  Bruce Olson, Dan Mussatti 
Argonne National Laboratory (Argonne):  Kirk LaGory 
Detroit Edison:  Randall Westmoreland, Chris Becker, Craig Tylenda, Ryan Pratt 
 
Summary of Discussions and Associated Action Items 
 
The summary of discussions during the conference call is presented below.  Action items are 
identified below as [ACTION ITEM]. 
RAIs 

• AQ2.7-1 and AQ 4.4.1-1.  Argonne would like clarification on the number of trips used as 
the basis for the analysis of offsite emissions.  Detroit Edison is working on the response 
to this request and will provide in the reading room [ACTION ITEM].  Detroit Edison will 
also provide the spreadsheet formulas in the reading room for Argonne’s review 
[ACTION ITEM]. 

• There are some inconsistencies in the acreage of different habitat types as presented in 
the ER, and with the acreage of different habitats along the undeveloped 10.8 mi 
corridor.  Revised information will be provided in the reading room [ACTION ITEM]. 

• TE4.3.1-9. NRC seeks additional details on how vehicle collisions (road kill) with the 
eastern fox snake would be mitigated during construction and operations.  Detroit Edison 
is developing a response related to the proposed “Habitat and Species Conservation 
Plan Eastern Fox Snake (Elaphe gloydi)” [ACTION ITEM].  NRC and Argonne will 
provide additional details regarding the information needed for the EIS [ACTION ITEM]. 

• NO4.4.1-1 and NO4.4.1-2. Argonne would like to see a “within-day” construction 
schedule or a description of noise generating activities at night to determine nighttime 
noise impacts. Detroit Edison will provide a description of daily schedule and night-time 
activities or measures taken to reduce night-time noise [ACTION ITEM]. 

Figures 

• Argonne is working with Detroit Edison to resolve figure issues.  Most of the problematic 
figures have been revised/updated by Detroit Edison and the remaining updates should 
be done within the next week. [ACTION ITEM].   

Section 404 Permitting 

• USACE1 and 2.  Luff is reviewing the RAI responses and will provide feedback to Detroit 
Edison when complete [ACTION ITEM]. 

• The USACE has not yet completed their jurisdictional determination [ACTION ITEM]. 
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• Detroit Edison is moving forward with their onsite alternatives analysis required by the 
USACE.  Completion of this analysis is anticipated by the end of October or mid-
November [ACTION ITEM].  Detroit Edison will meet with the USACE and MDNRE once 
they have completed their onsite alternative analysis [ACTION ITEM]. 

• A mitigation strategy for wetland impacts will be developed by Detroit Edison [ACTION 
ITEM].  Feedback from the MDNRE or USACE could result in some changes from the 
strategy currently presented in the EIS draft.  Detroit Edison is uncertain about the full 
scope and nature of those required changes. 

• Detroit Edison has scheduled a meeting for October 7, 2010 at the Fermi site with 
MDNRE and USACE to walk the site and develop consensus on mitigation ratios. 

• NRC, Argonne, USACE, and MDNRE will meet in Detroit on October 26 to discuss 404 
permitting for Fermi 3. An agenda is being developed by NRC [ACTION ITEM]. 

Section 106 

• The Section 106 submittal form for the Fermi 1 decommissioning (ML101790146) is 
being reviewed for consistency with NRC policy and will be submitted by NRC to the 
SHPO in the near future.  The Fermi 3 submittal (ML101820297) is receiving a final 
review and will be sent at the same time or shortly after the Fermi 1 package.  Olson will 
follow up with the SHPO once both packages have been submitted [ACTION ITEM]. 

Need for Power 

• Detroit Edison spoke to Patricia Poli of the Michigan Public Service Commission. She 
indicated there were no plans to update the Michigan 21st Century Plan. 

• Argonne would like to include several figures from the ER and from DTE Energy’s 
website in the EIS. Argonne would like permission to use the following figures from the 
ER: 8.1-4, 8.1-5, 8.1-6, and 8.1-7.  It is NRC policy that application material (such as the 
ER) that has been submitted and docketed into ADAMS is available to the public, so 
NRC does not have to seek additional copyright approval from Detroit Edison. 

• Argonne would also like to use a figure outlining the MichCon and Detroit Edison service 
areas that appears in the DTE Energy Corporate Responsibility Report of April 2008, 
available at http://www.dteenergy.com/crreport.  The figure titled "Detroit Edison and 
MichCon Service Territories" appears in the lower left portion of page 6 of the report. 
Detroit Edison will determine ability to provide copyright permission [ACTION ITEM]. 

Socioeconomics 

Several questions were identified during the internal review of socioeconomics and 
environmental justice sections. Questions identified included: 

1. Detroit Edison provided several contacts with the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(Larry Eropiewski, 810-225-2629) and Monroe County Road Commission (Scott 
Assenmacher, 734-240-5143) for NRC to use when verifying the reasonableness of 
recommendations in the Mannick and Smith traffic study. 

2. NRC requested a month by month breakdown of the number of onsite workers during 
the construction period.  Figure 4-1 of the South Texas draft EIS shows the distribution 
of construction workers and operations workers over the construction period and can be 
used as an example of the kind of information being requested [ACTION ITEM]. 
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Alternatives Analysis 

Coal emissions data presented in the ER (p 9-21) seem quite high compared to numbers 
calculated by Argonne.  Detroit Edison is checking the data presented in the ER and will provide 
NRC with background information used as the basis for the calculated values reported in the ER 
[ACTION ITEM]. 
 
Future Calls Planned 

• The Monday, October 4, 2010 call will not be held.  A Monday, October 11, 2010 
(Federal Holiday) call may be held at 2:00 PM ET, pending availability of participants.  
Topics will include follow-up to items from the September 27, 2010 call.  This will be the 
fourth call open to the public. 
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