
 

 

Resolution of Comments for 
Proposed NUREG 1556 NRC/AS Working Group Charter 

 
 
 

Source Comment Added Remarks 

State of 
Florida 

Page 3, last paragraph.  Insert the 
underlined…For radioactive 
materials in quantities of high risk 
or significant risk (Category 1,2, or 
3) the volumes will be revised…by 
identifying and controlling the 
release or removing information… 

No In considering this recommendation, 
the IERP and MPWG reports were 
reviewed.  The MPWG steering 
committee did not limit suspension of 
the good faith presumption to 
licensing of risk significant quantities. 
The good faith presumption in 
licensing is not only a concern for 
high risk quantities but low risk 
quantities as well.  Volumes in the 
NUREG 1556 Series are by license 
type and not quantity of radioactive 
material.  There are many license 
types that might authorize Category 
1,2,3, and 4 quantities.  Second, to 
control the release of information 
would imply the information has a 
sensitivity classification.  NUREG 
1556 documents are made available 
to the public.  If the document is a 
NUREG all content and references 
are publically available. Therefore, 
any information that needs to be 
controlled or safeguarded would 
need to be removed from a publically 
available document. 

State of 
Florida 

Page 4 Item 1.  Insert “Control the 
release or”  and replace such as 
with “for example” 

No Although the IERP used the phrase 
“control of release” of information in 
licensing guidance, the NUREG 
documents publically available. 
Therefore controlled release would 
imply restrictions on to whom it is 
provided and therefore not publically 
available.  Information in the NUREG 
1556 will either be considered 
exploitable and subsequently 
removed or considered not 
exploitable and not removed. 

State of 
Florida 

Page 4 Item 2.  Replace 
“assurance that” with “further 

Yes Agree with the rational provided.  
Change was incorporated. 
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assessments to provide indications 
that…” 

State of 
Florida 

We recommend that the Technical 
teams be restructured to include 
two Agreement State experts 

Yes For the reasons offered, the Steering 
Committee agrees that two subject 
matter experts per each NUREG 
1556 volume would be beneficial.  
During the next OAS monthly call, 
NRC will again solicit for support on 
the NUREG 1556 project and 
indicate that more than one 
Agreement State (AS) members 
could support a Technical Team.  
However, the technical teams will not 
be put on hold for an additional AS 
member.  

State of 
Florida 

We recommend that the 
Administrative Team be 
restructured to include one 
Agreement State member 

Yes For the reasons offered, the Steering 
Committee agrees that Agreement 
State support on the Administrative 
team would be beneficial.  NRC will 
solicit for support for the 
Administrative team on the NUREG 
project during the next OAS call but 
will not hold up the project to obtain 
an AS member. 

State of 
Florida 

We recommend that composition 
of the Steering Committee be 
restructured to include additional 
Agreement State member 

Yes The steering committee will address 
this request with the OAS Execute 
Board Chair. 

State of 
Florida 

The charter needs to identify the 
lead organization. 

Yes The lead organization is the Office of 
Federal and State Materials & 
Environmental Management 
Programs.  The lead organization 
has been identified in the Charter. 
 

State of 
Florida 

We recommend that technical 
team be established to identify 
elements of the information that 
could be used to exploit the 
licensing process. 

NA Recommendation is under 
consideration by the NUREG 1556 
WG steering committee. 

State of 
Florida 

Will each technical Team have its 
own charter 

N/A No.  The update to NUREG 1556 is 
one project of which each volume is 
a part.  There is one charter for the 
project and not a charter for each 
volume.  Each volume is assigned a 
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team of subject matter experts.  Each 
volume will have the same 
administrative team, project 
manager, management advisor, and 
steering committee. 

State of 
Florida 

Who is the working group that 
addresses the comments 
submitted for concurrence? 

N/A The admin and technical teams will 
address comments with guidance 
from the Steering Committee. 

OGC, 
Mitzi 
Young 

I asked whether NSIR should be 
noted as a member of the WG or a 
technical resource in the Charter.  
They are not currently listed in the 
Charter.  If they decline to join the 
WG but will provide needed 
support, they should be listed in 
the additional invite paragraph on 
page 2 of the Charter 

Yes NSIR agreed to support the Steering 
Committee. The member ship 
section of the charter was updated 

OGC, 
Mitzi 
Young 

The table on page 2 indicates that 
the Administrative Team does a 
“Review for exploitable 
information.” Is it more appropriate 
to state they will “Remove/Redact 
exploitable information?” 
 

Yes Redact was added as suggested. 

OGC, 
Mitzi 
Young 

I’m not sure I understand the 
“Responsibilities” vs the 
“Application” column. Do they 
convey that the Tech Team will 
“identify exploitable info for 
removal” and the Steering 
Committee will “confirm” 
exploitable info is removed?  If so, I 
suggest you revise the language to 
clarify this.  Currently, only the 
Steering Committee has 
exploitable info removal listed in 
the “Application” column. 
 

NA The administrative and the technical 
teams have responsibilities to review 
and remove exploitable information 
from the guidance in their respective 
updates of the document.  The 
application column is intended to 
indicates how the responsibilities are 
applied and to what volumes of 
NUREG 1556.  The steering 
committee does not have writing 
functions.  One responsibility is to 
review the document provided by the 
Admin and tech team and review it 
for exploitable information 

Marc 
Ferdas 

The WG has three core objectives 
based on recommendations from 
the MPWG and IERP. It will revise 
the volumes to (1) suspend the 
good-faith presumption in licensing 
by identifying and removing 
remove information that may be 

No The proposed change deviates from 
the original language and would not 
reflect the wording from the IERP 
and MPWG reports. 
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used by an adversary to exploit the 
licensing process , (2) foster a 
security culture, and (3) update the 
documents for typographical 
errors, inconsistencies from one 
volume to the next, and outdated 
regulatory policy and language:  
 

 1) Suspend the good faith 
presumption and remove 
exploitable information. remove 
information that may be used by 
an adversary to exploit the 
licensing process  
The licensing process has been 
very open. As such, license 
applications are processed in good 
faith that a license is obtained for 
legitimate purposes. The concept 
of the good-faith presumption is an 
identified concern. Updating 
NUREG-1556 provides an 
opportunity for the technical and 
administrative teams and the 
steering committee to evaluate and 
remove (without impeding the 
licensing process) information in 
the guidance (e.g., step-by-step 
procedures and boilerplate 
commitments) that could be used 
for malevolent purposes while still 
ensuring an open and efficient 
licensing process and 
strengthen the tools utilized to 
allow for good faith presumption 
to be applied. 

Partial As proposed, the edit in the first 
objective contradicts the 2nd 
paragraph (which contains the 
overall objectives based on the 
IERP's and MPWG's reports). 
Suggest dropping  "and strengthen 
the tools utilized to allow for good 
faith presumption to be applied".  
 
Final section reads… 
 
Suspend the good faith presumption 
and remove exploitable information. 
The licensing process has been very 
open.  As such, license applications 
are processed in good faith that a 
license is obtained for legitimate 
purposes.  The concept of the good-
faith presumption is an identified 
concern.  Updating NUREG-1556 
provides an opportunity for the 
technical and administrative teams 
and the steering committee to 
evaluate and remove information in 
the guidance that could be used for 
malevolent purposes while still 
ensuring an open and efficient 
licensing process. 
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