
From: Mattern, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2010 3:20 PM 
To: Greeno, Michael 
Cc: Gardner, Dallas; Liu, Tilda; Hiltz, Thomas; Michalak, Paul 
Subject: Honeywell MTW-Pond Closure Conference Call-October 21, 2010 
 
(PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS E-MAIL WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE IN ADAMS) 
 
Mr. Michael Greeno, Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Honeywell International 
Honeywell Metropolis Works (MTW) 
 
SUBJECT:      Notice of Conference Call – Honeywell Public Meeting Presentation Dated 

October 5, 2010, Regarding Honeywell MTW Pond Closure Project 
 
Mike, 
 
I am responding to our phone call on October 13, 2010, where we agreed to conduct a 
conference call to continue discussions regarding the Honeywell MTW Pond Closure Project.  
The focus of this meeting will be for Honeywell to clarify some of the questions that NRC staff 
has developed regarding the October 5, 2010 presentation. 
 
We have scheduled a conference call to take place on Thursday, October 21, 2010 from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. EDT, based the schedule that Honeywell provided and the availability of NRC 
staff from NMSS and FSME.   
 
As requested I have included a proposed agenda, which is a list of the seven focus areas where 
the NRC staff would like Honeywell to provide additional clarification during the call. 

 
 Release: At NRC-regulated sites, engineered covers with unrestricted release are 

uncommon.  Only two sites (SCA Hartley site in Michigan and Cabot site in Reading, 
Pennsylvania) have been released for unrestricted use using engineered barriers 
and both sites had unique characteristics.  Typically, these sites have a restricted 
release.  What are some of the unique characteristics associated with Honeywell 
MTW that provide for unrestricted versus restricted release? 

 
 RCRA: IEPA RCRA closure restrictions appear to be similar to deed restrictions by 

alternate nomenclature.  For unrestricted release, these restrictions are not 
recognized by the NRC.  Does Honeywell have any additional clarification on this 
issue? 

 
 RESRAD: It would appear that the analysis may need to evaluate a broader range of 

exposure pathways; can Honeywell explain the rationale behind why several of the 
exposure pathways are turned off?  What was the source term used in the dose 
calculations and what is the basis for that value? Are other radionuclides or uranium 
decay products present and were these included in the RESRAD calculation?  Why 
is the full residential farmer not the most appropriate critical group for an unrestricted 
release? 

 



 Water: What are some additional details about site characterization such as 
proximity to ground water or the river?  Is there any current ground water monitoring 
data near the ponds?  Will Honeywell need a berm capable of protecting the cap 
from the river (meandering) and/or probable maximum flood (PMF)?  

 
 Liners: What credit is Honeywell taking for the liners in the ponds?  How long are 

these liners expected to function as designed?  Has the dose modeling considered 
leachate generation at the bottom of the solidified (pozzolanic) material due to 
ground water interaction? 

 
 Solidification: Are there other sites that have used pozzolanic material such as 

Portland cement to immobilize radionuclides?  If known, what is their current state 
with respect to stability, erosion, etc? 

 
 Cap: Will a radon barrier and freeze/frost barrier also be needed in addition to the 

materials proposed as the cap?  The cap is required to meet NRC standards rather 
than the proposed surface water and erosion control features based on IEPA and 
EPA design guidance for landfills and surface impoundments. 

 
The staff efforts associated with these activities will be charged to Technical Assignment Control 
(TAC) No. L32759.  Please reference this TAC number in all correspondence related to this 
action. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (301) 492-3221 or via e-mail at 
kevin.mattern@nrc.gov. 
 
Kevin Mattern 
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