October 28, 2010

Professor Henry Petroski

Aleksandar S. Vesic Professor of Civil Engineering
and Professor of History

Duke University

P.O. Box 90287

Durham, NC 27708

Dear Professor Petroski:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am pleased to invite you to give
a seminar at the NRC Headquarters in North Bethesda, Maryland, from 10:00 a.m. to

11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 14, 2010. The seminar will be one of a series of monthly
seminars organized by the NRC’s Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES). The purpose
of these seminars is to inform the broader NRC community, including staff at our regional
offices, regarding topics of current interest to support knowledge management efforts at the
agency.

As you know from prior discussions with my staff, we are very much interested in the general
topic of “how things fail.” As discussed in the attached flyer, increased knowledge in this area
will help our staff from both a general engineering perspective and a risk-informed regulation
perspective in developing and evaluating risk models for engineered systems. Recognizing
your tremendous accomplishments in the field, | am sure that your talk, tentatively titled
“Success and Failure: A Paradoxical Relationship,” will be extremely interesting and
educational.

For your planning purposes, the seminar will be delivered in our Main Auditorium, which has a
seating capacity of 300 people and is located on the P1-P2 levels of the Two White Flint North
building. To maximize access, we are planning to record and broadcast the seminar by video
teleconference to our regional offices. The seminar is scheduled for 1.5 hours, and some of this
time will be used to answer questions from the audience. We will provide you with a laptop
computer equipped with Microsoft® PowerPoint 2007. If possible, we would appreciate it if you
could provide us with any slides to be used during the seminar by Tuesday, December 7, 2010.

We are prepared to support the costs associated with your travel to participate in this seminar.
To discuss your travel arrangements, please contact Dan Hudson, Technical Assistant for the
RES Division of Risk Analysis, at 301-251-7919 or Daniel.Hudson@nrc.gov.

We look forward to meeting you during your visit to NRC.
Sincerely,
/RA/

Brian Sheron, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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