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Request #55, NRC SIT Question Information

55. VT-07-111 and VT-07-289 documents some cracks and spalls and measured depths. How

were the depths obtained for the cracks and spalls?

Response to the above question:

The question above was asked with one of the inspectors who performed the examination, his reply is

below:

Direct Visual Examination was conducted on RBCN-0015 during R15 using the suspended work platform,

a man lift (around the equipment hatch), and a step ladder (lower elevations not accessible by
suspended work platform or man lift).

Using the procedure and criteria provided in the Engineering letter as threshold for recording, the VT-3C
was performed and any areas of distress identified were further evaluated during a VT-1C. The VT-3C
also considered areas of distress not previously identified, as well as changes to previously identified
areas of distress.

During the VT-1C, previously existing areas of distress were compared with previous data and further
characterized to document changes to previous data recorded. Areas of distress not previously
identified were characterized and recorded. In all cases, size and depth were dimensioned and recorded
with a tape measure and 6” scale. A short length of 3/32” bare wire welding rod was used for tight
spots where the 6” scale would not fit. Technique used with the bare wire was to insert into the
opening, and measure maximum depth against the 6” scale.



