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3.0 INTRODUCTION TO STAFF REVIEW OF AGING MANAGEMENT

The NRC project manager (PM) responsible for the safety review of the license renewal
application (LRA) is responsible for assigning to appropriate NRC Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation (NRR) divisions the review or audit of aging management reviews (AMRs) or aging
management programs (AMPs) identified in the applicant's LRA. The PM should document to
which organization each AMR or AMP is assigned. The assigned AMRs and AMPs should be
reviewed per the criteria described in Sections 3.1 through 3.6 of this standard review plan
(SRP-LR, NUREG-1800) for review of license renewal applications, as directed by the scope of
each of these sections.

The NRC divisions that are usually assigned responsibility for the review of AMRs and AMPs
are the Division of Engineering (DE), Division of System Safety Analysis (DSSA), and the
Division of Regulatory Improvement Program (DRIP) License Renewal and Environmental
Impacts Program (RLEP). Typically, the PM will assign DRIP/RLEP to review the AMRs and
AMPs that the LRA identifies as being consistent with the GALL Report or NRC-approved
precedents. As common exceptions to this assignment, the PM will assign to DE those AMRs
and AMPs that address issues identified as emerging technical issues. Usually, AMRs and
AMPs that are not in one of the aforementioned categories are assigned to DE.

Review of the AMPs requires assessment of ten program elements as defined in this SRP-LR.
The NRC divisions assigned the AMP should review the ten program elements to verify their
technical adequacy. For three of the ten program elements (corrective actions, confirmation
process, and administrative controls) the NRC division responsible for quality assurance should
verify that the applicant has documented a commitment in the FSAR Supplement to expand the
scope of its 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B program to address the associated program elements
for each AMP. If the applicant chooses alternate means of addressing these three program
elements (e.g., use of a process other than the applicant's 1OCFR Part 50, Appendix B
program), the NRC divisions assigned to review the AMP should request that the Division
responsible for quality assurance review the applicant's proposal on a case-by-case basis.

3.0.1 Background on the Types of Reviews

10 CFR 54.21(a)(3) requires that the LRA must demonstrate, for systems, structures, and
components (SSCs) identified in the scope of license renewal and subject to an AMR pursuant
to 10 CRF 54.21 (a)(1), that the effects of aging will be adequately managed so that the intended
function(s) will be maintained consistent with the current licensing basis (CLB) for the period of
extended operation. This AMR consists of identifying the material, environment, aging effects,
and the AMP(s) credited for managing the aging effects.

Sections 3.1 through 3.6 of this SRP-LR describe how the AMRs and AMPs are reviewed. One
method that the applicant may use to conduct its AMRs is to satisfy the NUREG-1 801 (GALL
Report) recommendations. The applicant may choose to use methodology other than that in the
GALL Report to demonstrate compliance with 10 CFR 54.21 (a)(3).

As stated in the GALL Report:

The GALL Report is a technical basis document to the SRP-LR, which provides the staff
with guidance in reviewing a license renewal application. The GALL Report should be
treated in the same manner as an approved topical report that is generically applicable.
An applicant may reference the GALL Report in a license renewal application to
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demonstrate that the programs at the applicant's facility correspond to those reviewed
and approved in the GALL Report and that no further staff review is required, as
described in the next paragraph. If the material presented in the GALL Report is
applicable to the applicant's facility, the staff should find the applicant's reference to the
GALL Report acceptable. In making this determination, the staff should consider whether
the applicant has identified specific programs described and evaluated in the GALL
Report. The staff, however, should not conduct a re-review of the substance of the
matters described in the GALL Report. Rather, the staff should ensure that the applicant
verifies that the approvals set forth in the GALL Report for generic programs apply to the
applicant's programs. The focus of the staff review should be on augmented programs
for license renewal. The staff should also review information that is not addressed in theGALL Report or is otherwise different from that in the GALL Report.

If an applicant takes credit for a program in the GALL Report, it is incumbent on the
applicant to ensure that the plant program contains all the elements of the referenced
GALL Report program. In addition, the conditions at the plant must be bounded by the
conditions for which the GALL Report program was evaluated. The above verifications I
must be documented on-site in an auditable form. The applicant should include a
certification in the license renewal application that the verifications have been completed
and are documented on-site in an auditable form. I
The GALL Report contains one acceptable way to manage aging effects for license
renewal. An applicant may propose alternatives for staff review in its plant-specific
license renewal application. Use of the GALL Report is not required, but its use should
facilitate both preparation of a license renewal application by an applicant and timely,
uniform review by the NRC staff.

In addition, the GALL Report does not address scoping of structures and components for
license renewal. Scoping is plant-specific, and the results depend on the plant design
and current licensing basis. The inclusion of a certain structure or component in the
GALL Report does not mean that this particular structure or component is within the
scope of license renewal for all plants. Conversely, the omission of a certain structure or
component in the GALL Report does not mean that this particular structure or
component is not within the scope of license renewal for any plants.

The GALL Report contains an evaluation of a large number of structures and
components that may be in the scope of a typical LRA. The evaluation results
documented in the GALL Report indicate that many existing, typical generic aging
management programs are adequate to manage aging effects for particular structures or
components for license renewal without change. The GALL Report also contains
recommendations on specific areas for which generic existing programs should be I
augmented (require further evaluation) for license renewal and documents the technical
basis for each such determination. In addition, the GALL Report identifies certain SSCs
that may or may not be subject to particular aging effects, and for which industry groups
are developing generic aging management programs or investigating whether aging
management is warranted. To the extent the ultimate generic resolution of such an issue
will need NRC review and approval for plant-specific implementation, as indicated in a
plant-specific FSAR supplement, and reflected in the SER associated with a particular
LR application, an amendment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90 will be necessary.

I
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In this SRP-LR, Subsection 3.X.2 (where X denotes number 1-6 ) presents the acceptance
criteria describing methods to determine whether the applicant has met the requirements of
NRC's regulations in 10 CFR 54.21. Subsection 3.X.3 presents the review procedures to be
followed. Some rows (line-items) in the AMR tables (in Chapters II through VIII of the GALL
Report, Vol. II) establish the need to perform "further evaluations." The acceptance criteria for
satisfying these "further evaluations" are found in Subsections 3.X.2.2. The related review
procedures are provided in Subsections 3.X.3.2.

In Regulatory Guide 1.188, "Standard Format and Content for Applications to Renew Nuclear
Power Plant Operating Licenses," the NRC has endorsed an acceptable methodology for
applicants to structure license renewal applications. Using the guidance described in the
aforementioned Regulatory Guide, the applicant documents in the LRA whether its AMR line-
item is consistent or not consistent with the GALL Report.

A portion of the AMR includes the assessment of the AMPs in the GALL Report. The applicant
may choose to use an AMP that is consistent with the GALL Report AMP, or may choose a
plant-specific AMP.

If a GALL Report AMP is selected to manage aging, the applicant may take one or more
exceptions to specific GALL Report AMP program elements. However, any deviation or
exception to the GALL Report AMP should be described and justified. Exceptions are portions
of the GALL Report AMP that the applicant does not intend to implement.

In some cases, an applicant may choose an existing plant program that does not currently meet
all the program elements defined in the GALL Report AMP. If this is the situation, the applicant
may make a commitment to augment the existing program to satisfy the GALL Report AMP
element prior to the period of extended operation. This commitment is an AMP enhancement.

Enhancements are revisions or additions to existing aging management programs that the
applicant commits to implement prior to the period of extended operation. Enhancements
include, but are not limited to, those activities needed to ensure consistency with the GALL
Report recommendations. Enhancements may expand, but not reduce, the scope of an AMP.

An audit and review is- conducted at the applicant's facility to evaluate those AMRs or AMPs that
the applicant claims to be consistent with the GALL Report. An audit also includes technical
assessments of exceptions or enhancements to the GALL Report AMP program elements.
Reviews are performed to address those AMRs or AMPs related to emergent issues, stated to
be not consistent with the GALL Report, or based on an NRC-approved precedent (e.g., AMRs
and AMPs addressed in an NRC SER of a previous LRA). As a result of the criteria established
in 10 CFR Part 54, and the guidance provided in SRP-LR, GALL Report, Regulatory Guide
1.188, and the applicant's exceptions and/or enhancements to a GALL Report AMP, the
following types of AMRs and AMPs should be audited or reviewed by the NRC staff.

AMRs
* AMR results consistent with the GALL Report
" AMR results for which further evaluation is recommended by the GALL Report
* AMR results not consistent with or not addressed in the GALL Report

AMPs
* Consistent with GALL Report AMPs

September 2005 3.0-3 NUREG-1800, Rev. 1



* Plant-specific AMPs

FSAR Supplement
" Each LRA AMP will provide an FSAR Supplement which defines changes to the FSAR that

will be made as a condition of a renewed license. This FSAR Supplement defines the aging
management programs the applicant is crediting to satisfy 10 CFR 54.21 (a)(3).

" The FSAR Supplement should also contain a commitment to implement the LRA AMP
enhancement prior to the period of extended operation.

3.0.2 Applications with approved Extended Power Uprates

Extended power uprates (EPU) are licensing actions that some licensees have recently
requested the NRC staff to approve.. This can affect aging management. In a NRC staff letter to
the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards, dated October 26, 2004, (ADAMS Accession
ML042790085), the NRC Executive Director for Operation states that, "All license renewal
applications with an approved EPU will be required to perform an operating experience review
and its impact on [aging] management programs for structures, and components before entering
the period of extended operation." One way for an applicant with an approved EPU to satisfy
this criterion is to document its commitment to perform an operating experience review and its
impact on aging management programs for systems, structures, and components (SSCs)
before entering the period of extended operation as part of its license renewal application. Such
licensee commitments should be documented in the NRC staffs SER written in support of
issuing a renewed license. The staff expects to impose a license condition on any renewed
license to ensure that the applicant will complete these activities no later than the committed
date. EPU irmpact on SSCs should be part of the license renewal review. If necessary, the PM
will assign a responsible group to address EPU.
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4.3 METAL FATIGUE ANALYSIS

Review Responsibilities

Primary- Branch responsible for the TLAA issues
Secondary- None

4.3.1 Areas of Review

A metal component subjected to cyclic loading at loads less than the static design load may fail
because of fatigue. Metal fatigue of components may have been evaluated based on an
assumed number of transients or cycles for the current operating term. The validity of such
metal fatigue analysis is reviewed for the period of extended operation.

The metal fatigue analysis review includes, as appropriate, a review of in service flaw growth
analyses, reactor vessel underclad cracking analysis, reactor vessel internals fatigue analysis,
postulated high energy line break, leak-before-break, RCP flywheel, and metal bellows.

4.3.1.1 Time-Limited Aging Analysis

Metal components may be designed or analyzed based on requirements in the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code or the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) guidance. These codes contain explicit metal fatigue or
cyclic considerations based on TLAAs.

4.3.1.1.1 ASME Section III, Class 1

ASME Class 1 components, which include core support structures, are analyzed for metal
fatigue. ASME Section III (Ref. 1) requires a fatigue analysis for Class 1 components that
considers all transient loads based on the anticipated number of transients. A Section III Class 1
fatigue analysis requires the calculation of the "cumulative usage factor" (CUF) based on the
fatigue properties of the materials and the expected fatigue service of the component. The
ASME Code limits the CUF to a value of less than or equal to one for acceptable fatigue design.
The fatigue resistance of these components during the period of extended operation is an area
of review.

4.3.1.1.2 ANSI B31.1

ANSI B31.1 (Ref. 2) applies only to piping. It does not call for an explicit fatigue analysis. It
specifies allowable stress levels based on the number of anticipated thermal cycles. The
specific allowable stress reductions due to thermal cycles are listed in Table 4.3-1. For example,
the allowable stress would be reduced by a factor of 1.0, i.e., no reduction, for piping that is not
expected to experience more than 7,000 thermal cycles during plant service, butwould be
reduced to half of the maximum allowable static stress for 100,000 or more thermal cycles. The
fatigue resistance of these components during the period of extended operation is an area of
review.

4.3.1.1.3 Other Evaluations Based on CUF

The codes also contain metal fatigue analysis criteria based on a CUF calculation [the 1969
edition of ANSI B31.7 (Ref. 3) for Class 1 piping, ASME NC-3200 vessels, ASME NE-3200
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Class MC components, and metal bellows designed to ASME NC-3649.4(e)(3),
ND-3649.4(e)(3), or NE-3366.2(e)(3)]. For these components, the discussion relating to ASME
Section III, Class I in Subsection 4.3.1.1.1 of this review plan section applies.

4.3.1.1.4 ASME Section III, Class 2 and 3

ASME Section III, Class 2 and 3 piping cyclic design requirements are similar to the guidance in
ANSI B31.1. The discussion relating to B31.1 in Subsection 4.3.1.1.2 of this review plan section
applies.

4.3.1.2 Generic Safety Issue

The fatigue design criteria for nuclear power plant components have changed as the industry
'consensus codes and standards have developed. The fatigue design criteria for a specific
component depend on the version of the design code that applied to that component, i.e., the
code of record. There is a concern that the effects of the reactor coolant environment on the
fatigue life of components were not adequately addressed by the code of record.

The NRC has decided that the adequacy of the code of record relating to metal fatigue is a
potential safety issue to be addressed by the current regulatory process for operating reactorsU
(Refs. 4 and 5). The effects of fatigue for the initial 40-year reactor license period were studied
and resolved under Generic Safety Issue (GSI)-78, "Monitoring of Fatigue Transient Limits for
reactor coolant system," and GS1-1 66, "Adequacy of Fatigue Life of Metal Components" (Ref.
6). GSI-78 addressed whether fatigue monitoring was necessary at operating plants. As part of
the resolution of GS1-166, an assessment was made of the significance of the more recent
fatigue test data on the fatigue life of a sample of components in plants where Code fatigue
design analysis had been performed. The efforts on fatigue life estimation and ongoing issues I
under GSI-78 and GS1-166 for 40-year plant life were addressed separately under a staff
generic task action plan (Refs. 7 and 8). The staff documented its completion of the fatigue
action plan in SECY-95-245 (Ref. 9). 3
SECY-95-245 was based on a study described in NUREG/CR-6260, "Application of
NUREG/CR-5999 Interim Fatigue Curves to Selected Nuclear Power Plant Components"
(Ref. 10). In NUREG/CR-6260, sample locations with high fatigue usage were evaluated. I
Conservatisms in the original fatigue calculations, such as actual cycles versus assumed cycles,
were removed, and the fatigue usage was recalculated using a fatigue curve considering the
effects of the environment. The staff found that most of the locations would have a CUF of less
than the ASME Code limit of 1.0 for 40 years. On the basis of the component assessments,
supplemented by a 40-year risk study, the staff concluded that a backfit of the environmental
fatigue data to operating plants could not be justified. However, because the staff was less
certain that sufficient excessive conservatisms in the original fatigue calculations could be I
removed to account for an additional 20 years of operation for renewal, the staff recommended
in SECY-95-245 that the samples in NUREG/CR-6260 should be evaluated considering
environmental effects for license renewal. GSt-190, "Fatigue Evaluation of Metal Components
for 60-year Plant Life," was established to address the residual concerns of GSI-78 and GS1-166
regarding the environmental effects on fatigue of pressure boundary components for 60 years of
plant operation. 3
The scope of GSI-1 90 included design basis fatigue transients. It studied the probability of
fatigue failure and its effect on core damage frequency (CDF) of selected metal components for
60-year plant life. The results showed that some components have cumulative probabilities of 3
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crack initiation and through-wall growth that approach one within the 40- to 60-year period. The
maximum failure rate (through-wall cracks per year) was in the range of 10"2 per year, and those
failures were generally associated with high cumulative usage factor locations and components
with thinner walls, i.e., pipes more vulnerable to through-wall cracks. In most cases, the leakage
from these through-wall cracks is small and not likely to lead to core damage. It was concluded
that no generic regulatory action is necessary and that GSP-190 is resolved based on results of
probabilistic analyses and sensitivity studies, interactions with the industry (NEI and EPRI), and
different approaches available to licensees to manage the effects of aging (Refs. 11 and 12).

However, the calculations supporting resolution of this issue, which included consideration of
environmental effects, indicate the potential for an increase in the frequency of pipe leaks as
plants continue to operate. Thus, the staff concluded that licensees are to address the effects of
coolant environment on component fatigue life as aging management programs are formulated
in support of license renewal.

The applicant's consideration of the effects of coolant environment on component fatigue life for

license renewal is an area of review.

4.3.1.3 FSAR Supplement

Detailed information on the evaluation of TLAAs is contained in the renewal application. A
summary description of the evaluation of TLAAs for the period of extended operation is
contained in the applicant's FSAR supplement. The FSAR supplement is an area of review.

4.3.2 Acceptance Criteria

The acceptance criteria for the areas of review described in Subsection 4.3.1 of this review plan
section delineate acceptable methods for meeting the requirements of the NRC's regulations in
10 CFR 54.21(c)(1).

4.3.2.1 Time -Limited Aging Analysis

Pursuant to 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i) - (iii), an applicant must demonstrate one of the following:

(i) the analyses remain valid for the period of extended operation,

(ii) the analyses have been projected to the end of the extended period of
operation, or

(iii) the effects of aging on the intended function(s) will be adequately managed for
the period of extended operation.

Specific acceptance criteria for metal fatigue are:

4.3.2.1.1 ASME Section III, Class I

For components designed or analyzed to ASME Class 1 requirements, the acceptance criteria,
depending on the applicant's choice of 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii), are:
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4.3.2.1.1.1 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i)
The existing CUF calculations remain valid because the number of assumed transients would

not be exceeded during the period of extended operation.

4.3.2.1.1.2 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(ii)

The CUF calculations have been reevaluated based on an increased number of assumed
transients to bound the period of extended operation. The resulting CUF remains less than or
equal to unity for the period of extended operation.

4.3.2.1.1.3 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)

In Chapter X of the GALL report (Ref. 13), the staff has evaluated a program for monitoring and
tracking the number of critical thermal and pressure transients for the selected reactor coolant
system components. The staff has determined that this program is an acceptable aging
management program to address metal fatigue of the reactor coolant system components
according to 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(iii). The GALL report may be referenced in a license renewal
application and should be treated in the same manner as an approved topical report. In
referencing the GALL report, the applicant should indicate that the material referenced is
applicable to the specific plant involved and should provide the information necessary to adopt
the finding of program acceptability as described and evaluated in the report. The applicant
should also verify that the approvals set forth in the GALL report for the generic program apply
to the applicant's program.

4.3.2.1.2 ANSI B31.1

For piping designed or analyzed to B31.1, the acceptance criteria, depending on the applicant's

choice of 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii), are:

4.3.2.1.2.1 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i)

The existing fatigue strength reduction factors remain valid because the number of cycles would
not be exceeded during the period of extended operation.

4.3.2.1.2.2 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i0)

The fatigue strength reduction factors have been reevaluated based on an increased number of
assumed thermal cycles and the stress reduction factors (e.g., Table 4.3-1) given in the
applicant's code of record to bound the period of extended operation. The adjusted fatigue
strength reduction factors are such that the component design basis remains valid during the
period of extended operation.

4.3.2.1.2.3 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)

The effects of aging on the intended function(s) will be adequately managed for the period of
extended operation. The component could be replaced and the allowable stresses for the
replacement will be sufficient as specified by the code during the period of extended operation.
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Alternative acceptance criteria under 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(iii) have yet to be developed. They will
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to ensure that the aging effects will be managed such
that the intended functions(s) will be maintained during the period of extended operation.

4.3.2.1.3 Other Evaluations Based on CUF

The acceptance criteria in Subsection 4.3.2.1.1 of this review plan section apply.

4.3.2.1.4 ASME Section III, Class 2 and 3

The acceptance criteria in Subsection 4.3.2.1.2 of this review plan section apply.

4.3.2.2 Generic Safety Issue

The staff recommendation for the closure of GSI-190 is contained in a December 26, 1999
memorandum from Ashok Thadani to William Travers (Ref. 11). The staff recommended that
licensees address the effects of the coolant environment on component fatigue life as aging
management programs are formulated in support of license renewal. One method acceptable to
the staff for satisfying this recommendation is to assess the impact of the reactor coolant
environment on a sample of critical components. These critical components should include, as a
minimum, those selected in NUREG/CR-6260 (Ref. 10). The sample of critical components can
be evaluated by applying environmental correction factors to the existing ASIVE Code fatigue
analyses. Formulas for calculating the environmental life correction factors for carbon and low-
alloy steels are contained in NUREG/CR-6583 (Ref. 14) and those for austenitic SSs are
contained in NUREG/CR-5704 (Ref. 15).

4.3.2.3 FSAR Supplement

The specific criterion for meeting 10 CFR 54.21 (d) is:

The summary description of the evaluation of TLAAs for the period of extended
operation in the FSAR supplement is appropriate such that later changes can be
controlled by 10 CFR 50.59. The description should contain information
associated with the TLAAs regarding the basis for determining that the applicant
has made the demonstration required by 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1).

4.3.3 Review Procedures

For each area of review described in Subsection 4.3.1, the following review procedures should
be followed:

4.3.3.1 Time-Limited Aging Analysis

4.3.3.1.1 ASME Section III, Class 1

For components designed or analyzed to ASME Class 1 requirements, the review procedures,
depending on the applicant's choice of 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii), are:
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4.3.3.1.1.1 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i)

The operating transient experience and a list of the assumed transients used in the existing I
CUF calculations for the current operating term are reviewed to ensure that the number of
assumed transients would not be exceeded during the period of extended operation. 3
4.3.3.1.1.2 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(ii)

The operating transient experience and a list of the increased number of assumed transients
projected to the end of the period of extended operation are reviewed to ensure that the
transient projection is adequate. The revised CUF calculations based on the projected number
of assumed transients are reviewed to ensure that the CUF remains less than or equal to one at
the end of the period of extended operation. I
The code of record should be used for the reevaluation, or the applicant may update to a later
code edition pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a. In the latter case, the reviewer verifies that the
requirements in 10 CFR 50.55a are met.

4.3.3.1.1.3 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)

The applicant may reference the GALL report in its license renewal application, as appropriate.
The review should verify that the applicant has stated that the report is applicable to its plant
with respect to its program that monitors and tracks the number of critical thermal and pressure
transients for the selected reactor coolant system components. The reviewer verifies that the
applicant has identified the appropriate program as described and evaluated in the GALL report.
The reviewer also ensures that the applicant has stated that its program contains the same
program elements that the staff evaluated and relied upon in approving the corresponding I
generic program in the GALL report. No further staff evaluation is necessary.

4.3.3.1.2 ANSI B31.1

For piping designed or analyzed to ANSI B31.1 guidance, the review procedures, depending on
the applicant's choice of 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii), are: 3
4.3.3.1.2.1 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i)

The operating cyclic experience and a list of the assumed thermal cycles used in the existingallowable stress determination are reviewed to ensure that the number of assumed thermal
cycles would not be exceeded during the period of extended operation.

4.3.3.1.2.2 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(ii) I
The operating cyclic experience and a list of the increased number of assumed thermal cycles
projected to the end of the period of extended operation are reviewed to ensure that the thermal
cycle projection is adequate. The revised allowable stresses based on the projected number of
assumed thermal cycles and the stress reduction factors given in the applicant's code of record
are reviewed to ensure that they remain sufficient as specified by the code during the period of
extended operation. Typical stress reduction factors based on thermal cycles are given in Table I
4.3-1.

I
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The code of record should be used for the reevaluation, or the applicant may use the criteria of
10 CFR 50.55a. In the latter case, the reviewer verifies that the requirements in 10 CFR 50.55a
are met.

4.3.3.1.2.3 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)

The applicant's proposed program to ensure that the effects of aging on the intended function(s)
will be adequately managed for the period of extended operation is reviewed. If the applicant
proposed a component replacement before it exceeds the assumed thermal cycles, the
reviewer verifies that the allowable stresses for the replacement will remain sufficient as
specified by the code during the period of extended operation. Other applicant-proposed
programs will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

4.3.3.1.3 Other Evaluations Based on CUF

The review procedures in Subsection 4.3.3.1.1 of this review plan section apply.

4.3.3.1.4 ASME Section III, Class 2 and 3

The review procedures in Subsection 4.3.3.1.2 of this review plan section apply.

4.3.3.2 Generic Safety Issue

The reviewer verifies that the applicant has addressed the staff recommendation for the closure
of GSI-190 contained in a December 26, 1999 memorandum from Ashok Thadani to William
Travers (Ref. 11). The reviewer verifies that the applicant has addressed the effects of the
coolant environment on component fatigue life as aging management programs are formulated
in support of license renewal. If an applicant has chosen to assess the impact of the reactor
coolant environment on a sample of critical components, the reviewer verifies the following:

1. The critical components include, as a minimum, those selected in NUREG/CR-6260
(Ref. 10).

2. The sample of critical components has been evaluated by applying environmental correction
factors to the existing ASME Code fatigue analyses.

3. Formulas for calculating the environmental life correction factors are those contained in
NUREG/CR-6583 (Ref. 14) for carbon and low-alloy steels, and in NUREG/CR-5704
(Ref. 15) for austenitic SSs, or an approved technical equivalent.

4.3.3.3 FSAR Supplement

The reviewer verifies that the applicant has provided information, to be included in the FSAR
supplement that includes a summary description of the evaluation of the metal fatigue TLAA.
Table 4.3-2 contains examples of acceptable FSAR supplement information for this TLAA. The
reviewer verifies that the applicant has provided a FSAR supplement with information equivalent
to that in Table 4.3-2.

The staff expects to impose a license condition on any renewed license to require the applicant
to update its FSAR to include this FSAR supplement at the next update required pursuant to
10 CFR 50.71 (e)(4). As part of the license condition, until the FSAR update is complete, the
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applicant may make changes to the programs described in its FSAR supplement without prior
NRC approval, provided that the applicant evaluates each such change pursuant to the criteria
set forth in 10 CFR 50.59. If the applicant updates the FSAR to include the final FSAR
supplement before the license is renewed, no condition will be necessary.

As noted in Table 4.3-2, an applicant need not incorporate the implementation schedule into its
FSAR. However, the reviewer should verify that the applicant has identified and committed in
the license renewal application to any future aging management activities, including
enhancements and commitments to be completed before the period of extended operation. The
staff expects to impose a license condition on any renewed license to ensure that the applicant
will complete these activities no later than the committed date.

4.3.4 Evaluation Findings

The reviewer determines whether the applicant has provided sufficient information to satisfy the
provisions of this section and whether the staffs evaluation supports conclusions of thefollowing type, depending on the applicant's choice of 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii), to be
included in the staff's safety evaluation report:

On the basis of its review, as discussed above, the staff concludes that the
applicant has provided an acceptable demonstration, pursuant to 10 CFR
54.21 (c)(1), that, for the metal fatigue TLAA, [choose which is appropriate] (i) the
analyses remain valid for the period of extended operation, (ii) the analyses have
been projected to the end of the period of extended operation, or (iii) the effects
of aging on the intended function(s) will be adequately managed for the period of
extended operation. The staff also concludes that the FSAR Supplement
contains an appropriate summary description of the metal fatigue TLAA
evaluation for the period of extended operation as reflected in the license
condition.

4.3.5 Implementation

Except in those cases in which the applicant proposes an acceptable alternative method, the
method described herein will be used by the staff in its evaluation of conformance with NRCregulations.

4.3.6 References

1. ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section III, "Rules for Construction of Nuclear
Power Plant Components," American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

2. ANSI/ASME B31.1, "Power Piping," American National Standards Institute.

3. ANSI/ASME B31.7-1969, "Nuclear Power Piping," American National Standards Institute.

4. SECY-93-049, "Implementation of 10 CFR Part 54, 'Requirements for Renewal of
Operating Licenses for Nuclear Power Plants,"' March 1, 1993.

5. Staff Requirements Memorandum from Samuel J. Chilk, dated June 28, 1993.

6. NUREG-0933, "A Prioritization of Generic Safety Issues," Supplement 20, July 1996.
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7. Letter from William T. Russell of NRC to William Rasin of the Nuclear Management and
Resources Council, dated July 30, 1993.

8. SECY-94-191, "Fatigue Design of Metal Components," July 26, 1994.

9. SECY-95-245, "Completion of The Fatigue Action Plan," September 25, 1995.

10. NUREG/CR-6260, "Application of NUREG/CR-5999 Interim Fatigue Curves to Selected
Nuclear Power Plant Components," March 1995.

11. Letter from Ashok C. Thadani of the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research to William D.
Travers, Executive Director of Operations, dated December 26, 1999.

12. NUREG/CR-6674, "Fatigue Analysis of Components for 60-Year Plant Life," June 2000.

13. NUREG-1801, "Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL)," U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, March 2001.

14. NUREG/CR-6583, "Effects of LWR Coolant Environments on Fatigue Design Curves of
Carbon and Low-Alloy Steels," March 1998.

15. NUREG/CR-5704, "Effects of LWR Coolant Environments on Fatigue Design Curves of
Austenitic Stainless Steels," April 1999.
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Table 4.3-1. Stress Range Reduction Factors

Number of Equivalent Stress Range

Full Temperature Cycles Reduction Factor

7,000 and less 1.0

7,000 to 14,000 0.9

14,000 to 22,000 0.8

22,000 to 45,000 0.7

45,000 to 100,000 0.6

100,000 and over 0.5

Table 4.3-2. Example of FSAR Supplement for Metal Fatigue TLAA Evaluation

10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii) Example

Description Implementation
TLAA of Evaluation Schedule*

Metal fatigue The aging management program monitors and tracks the number Evaluation should
of critical thermal and pressure test transients, and monitors the be completed
cycles for the selected reactor coolant system components. before the period

of extended
The aging management program will address the effects of the operation
coolant environment on component fatigue life by assessing the
impact of the reactor coolant environment on a sample of critical
components that include, as a minimum, those components
selected in NUREG/CR-6260. The sample of critical components
can be evaluated by applying environmental correction factors to
the existing ASME Code fatigue analyses. Formulas for calculating
the environmental life correction factors are contained in
NUREG/CR-6583 for carbon and low-alloy steels and in
NUREG/CR-5704 for austenitic SSs.

I
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* An applicant need not incorporate the implementation schedule into its FSAR. However, the reviewer
should verify that the applicant has identified and committed in the license renewal application to any
future aging management activities to be completed before the period of extended operation. The staff
expects to impose a license condition on any renewed license to ensure that the applicant will
complete these activities no later than the committed date.
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Table A.1-1. Elements of an Aging Management Program for License Renewal

Element Description

1. Scope of program Scope of program should include the specific structures and
components subject to an AMR for license renewal.

2. Preventive actions Preventive actions should prevent or mitigate aging degradation.

3. Parameters monitored or Parameters monitored or inspected should be linked to the
inspected degradation of the particular structure or component intended

function(s).
4. Detection of aging effects Detection of aging effects should occur before there is a loss of

structure or component intended function(s). This includes
aspects such as method or technique (i.e., visual, volumetric,
surface inspection), frequency, sample size, data collection and
timing of new/one-time inspections to ensure timely detection of
aging effects.

5. Monitoring and trending Monitoring and trending should provide predictability of the extent
of degradation, and timely corrective or mitigative actions.

6. Acceptance criteria Acceptance criteria, against which the need for corrective action
will be evaluated, should ensure that the structure or component
intended function(s) are maintained under all CLB design
conditions during the period of extended operation.

7. Corrective actions Corrective actions, including root cause determination and
prevention of recurrence, should be timely.

8. Confirmation process Confirmation process should ensure that preventive actions are
adequate and that appropriate corrective actions have been
completed and are effective.

9. Administrative controls Administrative controls should provide a formal review and
approval process.

10. Operating experience Operating experience of the aging management program,
including past corrective actions resulting in program
enhancements or additional programs, should provide objective
evidence to support the conclusion that the effects of aging will.
be managed adequately so that the structure and component
intended function(s) will be maintained during the period of
Sextended operation.
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X.MI METAL FATIGUE OF REACTOR COOLANT PRESSURE BOUNDARY

Program Description

In order not to exceed the design limit on fatigue usage, the aging management program (AMP)
monitors and tracks the number of critical thermal and pressure transients for the selected
reactor coolant system components.

The AMP addresses the effects of the coolant environment on component fatigue life by
assessing the impact of the reactor coolant environment on a sample of critical components for
the plant. Examples of critical components are identified in NUREG/CR-6260. The sample of
critical components can be evaluated by applying environmental life correction factors to the
existing ASME Code fatigue analyses. Formulae for calculating the environmental life correction
factors are contained in NUREG/CR-6583.for carbon and low-alloy steels and in NUREG/CR-
5704 for austenitic stainless steels.

As evaluated below, this is an acceptable option for managing metal fatigue for the reactor
coolant pressure boundary, considering environmental effects. Thus, no further evaluation is
recommended for license renewal if the applicant selects this option under 10 CFR
54.21 (c)(1)(iii) to evaluate metal fatigue for the reactor coolant pressure boundary.

Evaluation and Technical Basis

1. Scope of Program: The program includes preventive measures to mitigate fatigue cracking
of metal components of the reactor coolant pressure boundary caused by anticipated cyclic
strains in the material.

2. Preventive Actions: Maintaining the fatigue usage factor below the design code limit and
considering the effect of the reactor water environment, as described under the program
description, will provide adequate margin against fatigue cracking of reactor coolant system
components due to anticipated cyclic strains.

3. Parameters Monitored/inspected: The program monitors all plant transients that cause
cyclic strains, which are significant contributors to the fatigue usage factor. The number of
plant transients that cause significant fatigue usage for each critical reactor coolant pressure
boundary component is to be monitored. Alternatively, more detailed local monitoring of the
plant transient may be used to compute the actual fatigue usage for each transient.

4. Detection of Aging Effects: The program provides for periodic update of the fatigue usage
calculations.

5. Monitoring and Trending: The program monitors a sample of high fatigue usage locations.
This sample is to include the locations identified in NUREG/CR-6260, as minimum, or
propose alternatives based on plant configuration.

6. Acceptance Criteria: The acceptance criteria involves maintaining the fatigue usage below
the design code limit considering environmental fatigue effects as described under the
program description.

7. Corrective Actions: The program provides for corrective actions to prevent the usage
factor from exceeding the design code limit during the period of extended operation.
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Acceptable corrective actions include repair of the component, replacement of the
component, and a more rigorous analysis of the component to demonstrate that the design
code limit will not be exceeded during the extended period of operation. For programs that
monitor a sample of high fatigue usage locations, corrective actions include a review of
additional affected reactor coolant pressure boundary locations. As discussed in the
appendix to this report, the staff finds the req uirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B,
acceptable to address the corrective actions.

8. Confirmation Process: Site quality assurance procedures, review and approval processes,
and administrative controls are implemented in accordance with the requirements of
Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 50. As discussed in the appendix to this report, the staff finds
the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B, acceptable to address the confirmation
process and administrative controls..

9. Administrative Controls: See Item 8, above.

10. Operating Experience: The program reviews industry experience regarding fatigue
cracking. Applicable experience with fatigue cracking is to be considered in selecting the
monitored locations.
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ABSTRACT

Recent test data indicate that the effects of the light water reactor (LWR) envi-

ronment could significantly reduce the fatigue resistance of materials used in the
reactor coolant pressure boundary components of operating nuclear power plants.
Argonne National Laboratory has developed interim fatigue curves based on test
data simulating LWR conditions, and published them in NUREGfCR-5999. In

order to assess the significance of these interim fatigue curves, fatigue evaluations
of a sample of the components in the reactor coolant pressure boundary of LWRs.
were performed. The sample consists of components from facilities designed by
each of the four U.S. nuclear steam supply system vendors. For each facility, six
locations were studied, including two locations on the reactor pressure vessel. In
addition, there are older vintage plants where components of the reactor coolant

pressure boundary were designed to codes that did not require an explicit fatigue
analysis of the components. In order to assess the fatigue resistance of the older
vintage plants, an evaluation was also conducted on selected components of three
of these plants. This report discusses the insights gained from the application of the
interim fatigue curves to components of seven operating nuclear power plants.
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4. APPROACH--

4.1: Selection of Components.
:for Analysis

The. components chosen for the evaluation of
the'five PWR plants [B&W, Combustion
Engineering (one'older vintage and one newer
vintage), and Westinghouse (one older vintage-
and one newer vintage)] are as follows:

1. Reactor vessel shell and lower head.

2. Reactor vessel inlet and outlet nozzles.

3. Pressurizer surge line (including hot leg and
pressurizer nozzles).

4. Reactor coolant piping charging system
nozzle.

5. Reactor coolant piping safety injection
..nozzle.

6. Residual heat removal (RHR) system
Class I piping.

:The terminology used abo'ie is for Westing-
house plants. Th7 first three compdnents are the
same for Combustion Engineering and B&W
plants, but the latter three components for the
three PWR nuclear steam supply system .(NSSS)
vendors are different either simply in name or in
the routing of the piping. For cases where there is
no direct ofie-for-one correspondence, the loca-
tion that most nearly corresponded:td the
Westinghouse component was chosen. These
locations are described in Section 5.

• The componenits chosen for the evaluation of
'the two BWR plants [General Electric (one'older
vintage and one newer vintage)] aie as follows:

L." Reactor vessel shell and lower head. "

2. Reactor vessel feedwater nozzle.

3.' Reactor recirculation piping (including inlet
and outlet nozzles).

4. Core spray line reactor ,essel nozzle and
associated Class I piping.

5. RHR Class I piping.

6. Feedwater 1ine Class I piping.

For both PWR and BWR planits; these compo-g.
nents'are not necessarily the locations with the
highest design CUFs in the plant, but were chosen
t6 give a representative overview of components
that had higher CUFs and/or were important from
anrisk pirspective.; For example, the reactor vessel
shell and lower head 'was chosen for its risk
importance.-

4.2 Application of
NUREGICR-5999 Fatigue
.Curves.

..NUREGICR-5999 includes one fatigue curve
for stainless steel, but several curves for carbon!
15w-alloy steels which are based on the sulfur
content of the steel and the oxygeni level in the
coolant. For the'five' PWR plants, the curves for
high-sulfur steel and a low-oxygen environment
(typical for PWRs) were used. For the tWo BWR
plants, the cuurves for high-sulfur steel and a high-
oxygen environment were used. The high-oxygen
(greater than .100 ppm) environment considered
in the selected curves is consistent with the water
chemistry. in BWRs without hydrogen water
chemisty. Neither of the two BWR plants eva-
luated have used hyd-oen water chemistry.

4.2.1 Interior and Exterior Surfaces. The
highest CUFs for components inthe seven plants.
evaluated in this fatigue assessment study gener-
ally occur on the interior'surfaces which experi-
ence the full effects of thermal shocks from fluid
"temperature changes. In:a few cases, the highest
-CUF was •found'to occur on the exterior surface
:(because of stress concentration effects), and in
other cases no differentiation between interior
and exterior surfaces was made in the licensee's

-calculations. Since it is expected that the interior
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I
Component Evaluations

5.5 Older Vintage
Westinghouse Plant

A comparison of the design CUFs from the
licensee's design basis calculations and CUFs
using the NUREG/CR-5999 interim fatigue
curves was carried out for the locations of highest
design CUF for the six components listed below:

I. Reactor vessel shell and lower head

2. Reactor vessel inlet and outlet nozzles

3. Pressurizer surge line (including hot leg and
pressurizer nozzles)

4. Reactor coolant piping charging system
nozzle (representative design basis fatigue
calculation performed by INEL)

5. Reactor coolant piping safety injection
nozzle (representative design basis fatigue
calculation performed by INEL)

6. Residual Heat Removal system Class I pip-
ing (representative design basis fatigue cal-
culation performed by INEL).

As of late 1993, the plant has been operated
approximately 20 of the 40 years currently
approved in its operating license. Table 5-83
shows the design basis cycles for transients that
are important from a fatigue standpoint for the six
components that were evaluated. The numbers of
transients to date have been extrapolated to
40 years by multiplying by 40/20.

The results of a generic Westinghouse plant
study of thermal stratification in surge lines was
included in the licensee's fatigue analysis of the
surge line, There were no plant specific data to
remove conservatism assumptions for this partic-
ular plant.

5.5.1 Reactor Vessel Shell and Lower
Head. The highest CUF on the lower shell and
head is 0.290 for the inside surface of the lower
head near the sheil-to-head transition, where core
support guides are welded to the interior of the
shell. The SA-302 Grade B head is protected from
the coolant. by a layer of stainless steel and
Alloy 600 cladding. No fatigue analysis is per-
formed for the cladding.

5.5.1.1 NUREG/CR-5999 CUF Based on.
Licensee's Design Calculation Stresses.
The licensee's CUP calculations used the ASME
Code, Section III, 1965 edition, through Summer
1966 addenda.

.The effect of the NUREG/CR-5999 interim
fatigue curve is shown in Table 5-84. As previous-
ly discussed, the results shown in Table 5-84
assume that the coolant is in contact with the low-
alloy steel base metal underneath the cladding.
The Salt values were adjusted for the effect of the
modulus of elasticity by multiplying by 30/27, the
ratio, of the modulus of elasticity on the fatigue
curve in the current edition of the Code to the value
it 500OF for SA-302 Grade B low-alloy steel.The
1965 Codeedition did not require an adjustment
for the effect of the modulus of elasticity.
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Table 5-83. Number of selected design basis cycles compared to anticipated number of cycles over
40-year license life.

Anticipaied cycles
Transient Design basis cycles for 40 years

Heatup/cooldown 200 172
Reactor trip 400 426
Hydrotest 5 .2
5% power change 14500 512
10% power change (up/down) 200017000 42/86
50% power change 200 136

NTJREG/CR-6260 5-62
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Abstract

The ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code provides rules for the design of Class 1 components of
nuclear power plants. Figures 1-9.1 through 1-9.6 of Appendix I to Section III of the Code specify design
curves for applicable structural materials. However, the effects of light water reactor (LWR) coolant
environments are not explicitly addressed by the Code design curves. The existing fatigue strain-vs.-life
(e-N) data illustrate potentially significant effects of LWR coolant environments on the fatigue resistance
of pressure vessel and piping steels. Under certain environmental and loading conditions, fatigue lives in
water relative to those in air can be a factor of -2 lower for austenitic stainless steels, =3 lower for Ni-
Cr-Fe alloys, and =17 lower for carbon and low-alloy steels. This report summarizes the work performed
at Argonne National Laboratory on the fatigue of piping and pressure vessel steels in LWR environments.
The existing fatigue E-N data have been evaluated to identify the various material, environmental, and
loading parameters that influence fatigue crack initiation, and to establish the effects of key parameters on
the fatigue life of these steels. Fatigue life models are presented for estimating fatigue life as a function
of material, loading, and environmental conditions. The environmental fatigue correction factor for
incorporating the effects of LWR environments into ASME Section III fatigue evaluations is described.
The report also presents a critical review of the ASME Code fatigue design margins of 2 on stress
(or strain) and 20 on life and assesses the possible conservatism in the current choice of design margins.
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Foreword

This report summarizes, reviews, and quantifies the effects of the light-water reactor (LWR)
environment on the fatigue life of reactor materials, including carbon steels, low-alloy steels, nickel-
chromium-iron (Ni-Cr-Fe) alloys, and austenitic stainless steels. The primary purpose of this report is to
provide the background and technical bases to support Regulatory Guide 1.207, "Guidelines for
Evaluating Fatigue Analyses Incorporating the Life Reduction of Metal Components Due to the Effects of
the Light-Water Reactor Environment for New Reactors."

Previously published related reports include NUREG/CR-5704, "Effects of LWR Coolant
Environments on Fatigue Design Curves of Austenitic Stainless Steels," issued April 1999; NUREG/CR-
6717, "Environmental Effects on Fatigue Crack Initiation in Piping and Pressure Vessel Steels," issued
May 2001; NUREG/CR-6787, "Mechanism and Estimation of Fatigue Crack Initiation in Austenitic
Stainless Steels in LWR Environments," issued August 2002; NUREG/CR-6815, "Review of the Margins
for ASME Code Fatigue Design Curve - Effects of Surface Roughness and Material Variability," issued
September 2003; and NUREG/CR-6583, "Effects of LWR Coolant Environments on Fatigue Design
Curves of Carbon and Low-Alloy Steels," issued February 1998. This report provides a review of the
existing fatigue s-N data for carbon steels, low-alloy steels, Ni-Cr-Fe alloys, and austenitic stainless steels
to define the potential effects of key material, loading, and environmental parameters on the fatigue life of
the steels. By drawing upon a larger database than was used in earlier published reports, the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) has been able to update the Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) fatigue
life models used to estimate the fatigue curves as a function of those parameters. In addition, this report
presents a procedure for incorporating environmental effects into fatigue evaluations. The database
described in this report (and its predecessors) reinforces the position espoused by the NRC that a
guideline for incorporating the LWR environmental effects in the fatigue life evaluations should be
developed and that the design curves for the fatigue life of pressure boundary and internal components
fabricated from stainless steel should be revised. Toward that end, this report proposes a method for
establishing reference curves and environmental correction factors for use in evaluating the fatigue life of
reactor components exposed to LWR coolants and operational experience.

Data described in this review have been used to define fatigue design curves in air that are
consistent with the existing fatigue data. Specifically, the published data indicate that the existing code
curves are nonconservative for austenitic stainless steels (e.g., Types 304, 316, and 316NG). Regulatory
Guide 1.207 endorses the new stainless steel fatigue design curves presented herein for incorporation in
fatigue analyses for new reactors. However, because of significant conservatism in quantifying other
plant-related variables (such as. cyclic behavior, including stress and loading rates) involved in cumulative
fatigue life calculations, the design of the current fleet of reactors is satisfactory.

Brian W. Sheron, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Executive Summary

Section III, Subsection NB, of the ASME Boiler and.Pressure Vessel Code contains rules for the
design of Class I components of nuclear power plants. Figures 1-9.1 through 1-9.6 of Appendix I to
Section III specify the Code design fatigue curves for applicable structural materials. However,
Section III, Subsection NB-3121 of the Code states that the effects of the coolant environment on fatigue
resistance of a material were not intended to be addressed in these design curves. Therefore, the effects of
environment on the fatigue resistance of materials used in operating pressurized water reactor (PWR) and
boiling water reactor (BWR) plants, whose primary-coolant pressure boundary components were
designed in accordance with the Code, are uncertain.

The current Section-III design fatigue curves of the ASME Code were based primarily on strain-
controlled fatigue tests of small 'polished specimens at room temperature in air. Best-fit curves to the
experimental test data were first adjusted to account for the effects of mean stress and then lowered by a
factor of 2 on stress and 20 on cycles (whichever was more conservative) to obtain the design fatigue U
curves. These factors are not safety margins but rather adjustment factors that must be applied to
experimental data to obtain estimates of the lives of components. Recent fatigue-strain-vs.-life (s-N)
data obtained in the U.S. and Japan demonstrate that light water reactor (LWR) environments can have
potentially significant effects on the fatigue resistance of materials. Specimen lives obtained from tests in
simulated LWR environments can be much shorter than those obtained from corresponding tests in air.

This report reviews the existing fatigue s-N data for carbon and low-alloy steels, wrought and cast 3
austenitic stainless steels (SSs), and nickel-chromium-iron (Ni-Cr-Fe) alloys in air and LWR
environments. The effects of various material, loading, and environmental parameters on the fatigue lives
of these steels are summarized. The results indicate that in air, the ASME mean curve for low-alloy I
steels is in good agreement with the available experimental data, and the curve for carbon steels is
somewhat conservative. However, in air, the ASME mean curve for SSs is not consistent with the
experimental data at strain amplitudes <0.5% or stress amplitudes <975 MPa (<141 ksi); the ASME mean
curve is nonconservative. The results also indicate that the fatigue data for Ni-Cr-Fe alloys are not
consistent with the current ASME Code mean curve for austenitic SSs.

The fatigue lives of carbon and low-alloy steels, austenitic SSs, and Ni-Cr-Fe alloys are decreased I
in LWR environments. The reduction depends on some key material, loading, and environmental
parameters. The fatigue data are consistent with the much larger database on enhancement of crack
growth rates in these materials in LWR environments. The key parameters that influence fatigue life in
these environments, e.g., temperature, dissolved-oxygen (DO) level in water, strain rate, strain (or stress)
amplitude, and, for carbon and low-alloy steels, S content of the steel, have been identified. Also, the.
range of the values of these parameters within which environmental effects are significant has been I
clearly defined. If these critical loading and environmental conditions exist during reactor operation, then
environmental effects will be significant and need to be included in the ASME Code fatigue evaluations.

Fatigue life models developed earlier to predict fatigue lives of small smooth specimens of carbon
and low-alloy steels, wrought and cast austenitic SSs, and Ni-Cr-Fe alloys as a function of material,
loading, and environmental parameters have been updated/revised by drawing upon a larger fatigue s-N
database. The functional form and bounding values of these parameters were based on experimental
observations and data trends. An approach that can be used to incorporate the effects of LWR coolant
environments into the ASME Code fatigue evaluations, based on the environmental fatigue correction
factor, Fen, is discussed. The fatigue usage for a specific stress cycle of load set pair based on the Code
fatigue design curves is multiplied by the correction factor to account for environmental effects.

xv 3
I



The report also presents a critical review of the ASME Code fatigue design margins of 2 on stress
and 20 on life and assesses the possible conservatism in the current choice of design margins. Although
these factors were intended to be somewhat conservative, they should not be considered safety margins.
These factors cover the effects of variables that can influence fatigue life but were not investigated in the
experimental data that were used to obtain the fatigue design curves. Data available in the literature have
been reviewed to evaluate the margins on cycles and stress that are needed to account for such differences
and uncertainties. Monte Carlo simulations were performed to determine the margin on cycles needed to
obtain a fatigue design curve that would provide a somewhat conservative estimate of the number of
cycles to initiate a fatigue crack in reactor components. The results suggest that for both carbon and low-
alloy steels and austenitic SSs, the current ASME Code requirements of a factor of 20 on cycle to account
for the effects of material variability and data scatter, as well as size, surface finish, and loading history in
low cycle fatigue, contain at least a factor of 1.7 conservatism. Thus, to reduce this conservatism, fatigue
design curves have been developed from the ANL fatigue life model by first correcting for mean stress
effects, and then reducing the mean-stress adjusted curve by a factor of 2 on stress or 12 on cycles,
whichever is more conservative. These design curves are consistent with the existing fatigue E-N data.
A detailed procedure for incorporating environmental effects into fatigue evaluations is presented.
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7 Margins in ASME Code Fatigue Design Curves

Conservatism in the ASME Code fatigue evaluations may arise from (a) the fatigue evaluation
procedures and/or (b) the fatigue design curves. The overall conservatism in ASME Code fatigue
evaluations has been demonstrated in fatigue tests on components. 120,121 Mayfield et al. 120 have shown
that, in air, the margins on the number of cycles to failure for elbows and tees were 40-310 and 104-510,
respectively, for austenitic SS and 118-2500 and 123-1700, respectively, for carbon steel. The margins
for girth butt welds were significantly lower, 6-77 for SS and 14-128 for carbon steel. Data obtained by
Heald and Kiss 12 1 on 26 piping components at room temperature and 288°C showed that the design
margin for cracking exceeds 20, and for most of the components, it is >100. In these tests, fatigue life
was expressed as the number of cycles for the crack to penetrate through the wall, which ranged in
thickness from 6 to 18 mm. Consequently, depending on wall thickness, the actual margins to form a
3-mm crack may be lower by a factor of more than 2.

Deardorff and Smith 122 discussed the types and extent of conservatism present in the ASME
Section III fatigue evaluation procedures and the effects of LWR environments on fatigue margins. The
sources of conservatism in the procedures include the use of design transients that are significantly more
severe than those experienced in service, conservative grouping of transients, and use of simplified
elastic-plastic analyses that lead to higher stresses. The authors estimated that the ratio of the CUFs
computed with the mean experimental curve for test specimen data in air and more accurate values of the
stress to the CUFs computed with the Code fatigue design curve were z60 and 90, respectively, for PWR
and BWR nozzles. The reductions in these margins due to environmental effects were estimated to be
factors of 5.2 and 4.6 for PWR and BWR nozzles, respectively. Thus, Deardorff and Smith 122 argue that,
after accounting for environmental effects, factors of 12 and 20 on life for PWR and BWR nozzles,
respectively, account for uncertainties due to material variability, surface finish, size, mean stress, and
loading sequence.

However, other studies on piping and components indicate that the Code fatigue design procedures
do not always ensure large margins of safety. 12 3,124 Southwest Research Institute performed fatigue tests
in room-temperature water on 0.91-m-diameter carbon and low-alloy steel vessels. 12 3 In the low-cycle
regime, z5-mm-deep cracks were initiated slightly above (a factor of <2) the number of cycles predicted
by the ASME Code design curve (Fig. 62a). Battelle-Columbus conducted tests on 203-mm or 914-mm
carbon steel pipe welds at room temperature in an inert environment, and Oak Ridge National Laboratory
(ORNL) performed four-point bend tests on 406-mm-diameter Type 304 SS pipe removed from the
C-reactor at the Savannah River site.124 The results showed that the number of cycles to produce a leak
was lower, and in some cases significantly lower, than that expected from the ASME Code fatigue design
curves (Fig. 62a and b). The most striking results are for the ORNL "tie-in" and flawed "test" weld;
these specimens cracked completely through the 12.7-mm-thick wall in a life 6 or 7 times shorter than
expected from the Code curve. Note that the Battelle and ORNL results represent a through-wall crack;
the number of cycles to initiate a 3-mm crack may be a factor of 2 lower.

Much of the margin in the current evaluations arises from design procedures (e.g., stress analysis
rules and cycle counting) that, as discussed by Deardorff and Smith, 12 2 are quite conservative. However,
the ASME Code permits new and improved approaches to fatigue evaluations (e.g., finite-element
analyses, fatigue monitoring, and improved K, factors) that can significantly decrease the conservatism in
the current fatigue evaluation procedures.
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Figure 62. Fatigue data for (a) carbon and low-alloy steel and (b) Type 304 stainless steel components
(Refs. 123,124).

The factors of 2 on stress and 20 on cycles used in the Code were intended to cover the effects of
variables that can influence fatigue life but were not investigated in the tests that provided the data for the
curves. It is not clear whether the particular values of 2 and 20 include possible conservatism. A study
sponsored by the PVRC to assess the margins of 2 and 20 in fatigue design curves concluded that these
margins should not be changed. 125

The variables that can affect fatigue life in air and LWR environments can be broadly classified
into three groups:

(a) Material
(i) Composition
(ii) Metallurgy: grain size, inclusions, orientation within a forging or plate
(iii) Processing: cold work, heat treatment
(iv) Size and geometry
(v) Surface finish: fabrication surface condition
(vi) Surface preparation: surface work hardening

(b) Loading
(i) Strain rate: rise time
(ii) Sequence: linear damage summation or Miner's rule
(iii) Mean stress
(iv) Biaxial effects: constraints

(c) Environment
(i) Water chemistry- DO, lithium hydroxide, boric acid concentrations
(ii) Temperature
(iii) Flow rate

The existing fatigue s-N database covers an adequate range of material parameters (i-iii), a loading
parameter (i), and the environment parameters (i-ii); therefore, the variability and uncertainty in fatigue
life due to these parameters have been incorporated into the model. The existing data are most likely
conservative with respect to the effects of surface preparation because the fatigue s-N data are obtained
for specimens that are free of surface cold work. Fabrication procedures for fatigue test specimens
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generally follow American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) guidelines, which require that the
final polishing of the specimens avoid surface work-hardening. Biaxial effects are covered by design
procedures and need not be considered in the fatigue design curves.

As discussed earlier, under the conditions typical of operating BWRs, environmental effects on the
fatigue life are a factor of 2 lower at high flow rates (7 m/s) than those at very low flow rates (0.3 m/s or
lower) for carbon and low-alloy steels and are independent of flow rate for austenitic SSs.19,20 However,
because of the uncertainties in the flow conditions at or near the locations of crack initiation, the
beneficial effect of flow rate on the fatigue life of carbon and low-alloy steels is presently not included in
fatigue evaluations.

Thus, the contributions of four groups of variables, namely, material variability and data scatter,
specimen size and geometry, surface finish, and loading sequence (Miner's rule), must be considered in
developing fatigue design curves that are applicable to components.

7.1 Material Variability and Data Scatter

The effects of material variability and data scatter must be included to ensure that the design curves
not only describe the available test data well, but also adequately describe the fatigue lives of the much
larger number of heats of material that are found in the field. The effects of material variability and data
scatter have been evaluated for the various materials by considering the best-fit curves determined from
tests on individual heats of materials or loading conditions as samples of the much larger population of
heats of materials and service conditions of interest. The fatigue behavior of each of the heats or loading
conditions is characterized by the value of the constant A in Eq. 6. The values of A for the various data
sets are ordered, and median ranks are used to estimate the cumulative distribution of A for the
population. The distributions were fit to lognormal curves. The median value of A and standard
deviation for each sample, as well as the number of data sets in the sample, are listed in Table 11. The
95/95 value of the margin on the median value to account for material variability and data scatter vary
from 2.1 to 2.8 for the various samples. These margins applied to the mean value of life determined from
the ANL fatigue life models provide 95% confidence that the fatigue life of 95 percentile of the materials
and loading conditions of interest will be greater than the resultant value.

Table 11. The median value of A and standard deviation for the various fatigue c-N data sets used to
evaluate material variability and data scatter.

Air Environment Water Environment
Median Value Standard Number of Median Value Standard Number of

of A Deviation Data Sets of A Deviation Data Sets
Carbon Steel 6.583 0.477 17 5.951 0.376 33

Low-Alloy Steel 6.449 0.375 32 5.747 0.484 26
Stainless Steel 6.891 0.417 51 6.328 0.462 36

7.2 Size and Geometry

The effect of specimen size on the fatigue life was reviewed in earlier reports.6 ,39 Various studies
conclude that "size effect" is not a significant parameter in the design curve margins when the fatigue
curve is based on data from axial strain control rather than bending tests. No intrinsic size effect has been
observed for smooth specimens tested in axial loading or plain bending. However, a size effect does
occur iij specimens tested in rotating bending; the fatigue endurance limit decreases by z25% if the
specimen size is increased from 2 to 16 mm but does not decrease further with larger sizes. Also, some
effect of size and geometry has been observed on small-scale-vessel tests conducted at the Ecole
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Polytechnique in conjunction with the large-size-pressure-vessel tests carried out by the Southwest
Research Institute. 123 The tests at the Ecole Polytechnique were conducted in room-temperature water
on 19-mm-thick shells with =305-mm inner diameter nozzles and made of machined bar stock. The
results indicate that the fatigue lives determined from tests on the small-scale-vessel are 30-50% lower
than those obtained from tests on small, smooth fatigue specimen. However, the difference in fatigue
lives in these tests cannot be attributed to specimen size alone, it is due to the effects of both size and
surface finish.

During cyclic loading, cracks generally form at surface irregularities either already in existence or
produced by slip bands, grain boundaries, second phase particles, etc. In smooth specimens, formation of
surface cracks is affected by the specimen size; crack initiation is easier in larger specimens because of
the increased surface area and, therefore, increased number of sites for crack initiation. Specimen size is
not likely to influence crack initiation in specimens with rough surfaces because cracks initiate at existing I
irregularities on the rough surface. As discussed in the next section, surface roughness has a large effect
on fatigue life. Consequently, for rough surfaces, the effect of specimen size may not be considered in
the margin of 20 on life. However, conservatively, a factor of 1.2-1.4 on life may be used to incorporate I
size effects on fatigue life in the low-cycle regime.

7.3 Surface Finish 3
The effect of surface finish must be considered to account for the difference in fatigue life expected

in actual components with industrial-grade surface finish compared to the smooth polished surface of a
test specimen. Fatigue life is sensitive to surface finish; cracks can initiate at surface irregularities that are
normal to the stress axis. The height, spacing, shape, and distribution of surface irregularities are
important for crack initiation. The effect of surface finish on crack initiation is expressed by Eq. 12 in
terms of the RMS value of surface roughness (Rq).

The roughness of machined surfaces or natural finishes can range from zO.8 to 6.0 jm. Typical
surface finish for various machining processes is in the range of 0.2-1.6 jtm for cylindrical grinding, m
0.4-3.0,gm for surface grinding, 0.8-3.0 [tm for finish turning, and drilling and 1.6-4.0 jim for milling.
For fabrication processes, it is in the range of 0.8-3.0 gm for extrusion and 1.6-4.0 Vim for cold rolling.
Thus, from Eq. 12, the fatigue life of components with such rough surfaces may be a factor of 2-3.5
lower than that of a smooth specimen.

Limited data in LWR environments on specimens that were intentionally roughened indicate that
the effects of surface roughness on fatigue life is the same in air and water environments for austenitic
SSs, but are insignificant in water for carbon and low-alloy steels. Thus, in LWR environments, a factor
of 2.0-3.5 on life may also be used to account for the effects of surface finish on the fatigue life of
austenitic SSs, but the factor may be lower for carbon and low-alloy steels, e.g., a factor of 2 may be used I
for carbon and low-alloy steels.

7.4 Loading Sequence i

The effects of variable amplitude loading of smooth specimens were also reviewed in an earlier
report.39 In a variable loading sequence, the presence of a few cycles at high strain amplitude causes the
fatigue life at smaller strain amplitude to be significantly lower than that at constant-amplitude loading,
i.e., the fatigue limit of the material is lower under variable loading histories.

I
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As discussed in Section 2, fatigue life has conventionally been divided into two stages: initiation,
expressed as the cycles required to form microstructurally small cracks (MSCs) on the surface, and
propagation, expressed as cycles required to propagate these MSCs to engineering size. The transition
from initiation to propagation stage strongly depends on applied stress amplitude; at stress levels above
the fatigue limit, the transition from initiation to propagation stage occurs at crack depths in the range of
150 to 250 gim. However, under constant loading at stress levels below the fatigue limit of the material
(e.g., Aol in Fig. 1), although nicrocracks z10 gm can form quite early in life, they do not grow to an
engineering size. Under the variable loading conditions encountered during service of power plants,
cracks created by growth of MSCs at high stresses (A03 in Fig. 1) to depths larger than the transition
crack depth can then grow to an engineering size even at stress levels below the fatigue limit.

Studies on fatigue damage in Type 304 SS under complex loading histories 126 indicate that the
loading sequence of decreasing strain levels (i.e., high strain level followed by low strain level) is more
damaging than that of increasing strain levels. The fatigue life of the steel at low strain levels decreased
by a factor of 2-4 under a decreasing-strain sequence. In another study, the fatigue limit of medium
carbon steels was lowered even after low-stress high-cycle fatigue; the higher the stress, the greater the
decrease in fatigue threshold. 127 A recent study on Type 316NG and Ti-stabilized Type 316 SS on strain-
controlled tests in air and PWR environment with constant or variable strain amplitude reported a factor
of 3 or more decrease in fatigue life under variable amplitude compared with constant amplitude.128

Although the strain spectrum used in the study was not intended to be representative of real transients, it
represents a generic case and demonstrates the effect of loading sequence on fatigue life.

Because variable loading histories primarily influence fatigue life at low strain levels, the mean
fatigue s-N curves are lowered to account for damaging cycles that occur below the constant-amplitude
fatigue limit of the material. However, conservatively, a factor of 1.2-2.0 on life may be used to
incorporate the possible effects of load histories on fatigue life in the low-cycle regime.

7.5 Fatigue Design Curve Margins Summarized

The ASME Code fatigue design curves are currently obtained from the mean data curves by first
adjusting for the effects of mean stress, and then reducing the life at each point of the adjusted curve by a
factor of 2 on strain and 20 on life, whichever is more conservative. The factors on strain are needed
primarily to account for the variation in the fatigue limit of the material caused by material variability,
component size, surface finish, and load history. Because these variables affect life through their
influence on the growth of short cracks (<100 Rm), the adjustment on strain to account for such variations
is typically not cumulative, i.e., the portion of the life can only be reduced by a finite amount: Thus, it is
controlled by the variable that has the largest effect on life. In relating the fatigue lives of laboratory test
specimens to those of actual reactor components, the factor of 2 on strain that is currently being used to
develop the Code design curves is adequate to account for the uncertainties associated with material
variability, component size, surface finish, and load history.

The factors on life are needed to account for variations in fatigue life in the low-cycle regime.
Based on the discussions presented above the effects of various material, loading, and environmental
parameters on fatigue life may be summarized as follows:

(a) The results presented in Table 11 may be used to determine the margins that need to be applied to
the mean value of life to ensure that the resultant value of life would bound a specific percentile
(e.g., 95 percentile) of the materials and loading conditions of interest.

75



I
(b) For rough surfaces, specimen size is not likely to influence fatigue life, and therefore, the effect of

specimen size need not be considered in the margin of 20 on life. However, conservatively, a factor
of 1.2-1.4 on life may be used to incorporate size effects on fatigue life.

(c) Limited data indicate that, for carbon and low-alloy steels, the effects of surface roughness on
fatigue life are insignificant in LWR environments. A factor of 2 on life may be used for carbon
and low-alloy steels in water environments instead of the 2.0-3.5 used for carbon and low-alloy
steels in air and for austenitic SSs in both air and water environments.

(d) Variable loading histories primarily influence fatigue life at low strain levels, i.e., in the high-cycle I
regime, and the mean fatigue e-N curves are lowered by a factor of 2 on strain to account for
damaging cycles that occur below the constant-strain fatigue limit of the material. Conservatively,
a factor of 1.2-2.0 on life may be used to incorporate the possible effects of load histories on I
fatigue life in the low-cycle regime.

The subfactors that are needed to account for the effects of the various material, loading, and
environmental parameters on fatigue life are summarized in Table 12. The total adjustment on life may
vary from 6 to 27. Because the maximum value represents a relatively poor heat of material and assumes
the maximum effects of size, surface finish, and loading history, the maximum value of 27 is likely to be
quite conservative. A value of 20 is currently being used to develop the Code design curves from the
mean-data curves.

Table 12. Factors on life applied to mean fatigue s-N curve to account for the effects of various I
material, loading, and environmental parameters.

Parameter Section III Criterion Document Present Report

Material Variability and Data Scatter
(minimum to mean) 2.0 2.1-2.8

Size Effect 2.5 1.2-1.4

Surface Finish, etc. 4.0 2.0-3.5*

Loading History - 1.2-2.0

Total Adjustment 20 6.0-27.4

*A factor of 2 on life may be used for carbon and low-alloy steels in LWR environments.

To determine the most appropriate value for the design margin on life, Monte Carlo simulations
were performed using the material variability and data scatter results given in Table 11, and the margins
needed to account for the effects of size, surface finish, and loading history listed in Table 12.
A lognormal distribution was also assumed for the effects of size, surface finish, and loading history, and
the minimum and maximum values of the adjustment factors, e.g., 1.2-1.4 for size, 2.0-3.5 for surface
finish, and 1.2-2.0 for loading history, were assumed to represent the 5th and 95th percentile,
respectively. The cumulative distribution of the values of A in the fatigue s-N curve for test specimens
and the adjusted curve that represents the behavior of actual components is shown in Fig. 63 for carbon
and low-alloy steels and austenitic SSs.

The results indicate that, relative to the specimen curve, the median value of constant A for the
component curve decreased by a factor of 5.6 to account for the effects of size, surface finish, and loading
history, and the standard deviation of heat-to-heat variation of the component curve increased by 6-10%.
The margin that has to be applied to the mean data curve for test specimens to obtain a component curve
that would bound 95% of the population, is 11.0-12.7 for the various materials; the values are given in
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Table 13. An average value of 12 on life may be used for developing fatigue design curves from the
mean data curve. The choice of bounding the 95th percentile of the population for a design curve is
somewhat arbitrary. It is done with the understanding that the design curve controls fatigue initiation, not
failure. The choice also recognizes that there are conservatisms implied in the choice of log normal
distributions, which have an infinite tail, and in the identification of what in many cases are bounding
values of the effects as 95th percentile values.
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Material Air Environment

Carbon Steels 12.6

Low-Alloy Steels 11.0
Austenitic Stainless Steels 11.6
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These results suggest that for all materials, the current ASME Code requirements of a factor of 20
on cycles to account for the effects of material variability and data scatter, as well as specimen size,
surface finish, and loading history, contain at least a factor of 1.7 conservatism (i.e., 20/12 = 1.7). Thus,

to reduce this conservatism, fatigue design curves may be obtained from the mean data curve by first

correcting for mean stress effects using the modified Goodman relationship, and then reducing the mean-
stress adjusted curve by a factor of 2 on stress or 12 on cycles, whichever is more conservative. Fatigue

design curves have been developed from the ANL fatigue life models using this procedure; the curves for
carbon and low-alloy steels are presented in Section 4.1.10 and for wrought and cast austenitic SSs in
Section 5.1.8.
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8 Summary

The existing fatigue e-N data for carbon and low-alloy steels, wrought and cast austenitic SSs, and
Ni-Cr-Fe alloys have been evaluated to define the effects of key material, loading, and environmental
parameters on the fatigue lives of these steels. The fatigue lives of these materials are decreased in LWR
environments; the magnitude of the reduction depends on temperature, strain rate, DO level in water, and,
for carbon and low-alloy steels, the S content of the steel. For all steels, environmental effects on fatigue
life are significant only when critical parameters (temperature, strain rate, DO level, and strain amplitude)
meet certain threshold values. Environmental effects are moderate, e.g., less than a factor of 2 decrease in
life, when any one of the threshold conditions is not satisfied. The threshold values of the critical
parameters and the effects of other parameters (such as water conductivity, water flow rate, and material
heat treatment) on the fatigue life of the steels are summarized.

In air, the fatigue life of carbon and low-alloy steels depends on steel. type, temperature,
orientation, and strain rate. The fatigue life of carbon steels is a factor of zl.5 lower than that of low-
alloy steels. For both steels, fatigue life decreases with increase in temperature. Some heats of carbon
and low-alloy steels exhibit effects of strain rate and orientation. For these heats, fatigue life decreases
with decreasing strain rate. Also, based on the distribution and morphology of sulfides, the fatigue
properties in the transverse orientation may be inferior to those in the rolling orientation. The data
indicate significant heat-to-heat variation; at 2880 C, the fatigue life of carbon and low-alloy steels may
vary by up to a factor of 3 above or below the mean value. Fatigue life is very sensitive to surface finish;
the fatigue life of specimens with rough surfaces may be up to a factor of 3 lower than that of smooth
specimens. The results also indicate that in room-temperature air, the ASME mean curve for low-alloy
steels is in good agreement with the available experimental data, and the curve for carbon steels is
somewhat conservative.

The fatigue lives of both carbon and low-alloy steels are decreased in LWR environments; the
reduction depends on temperature, strain rate, DO level in water, and S content of the steel. The fatigue
life is decreased significantly when four conditions are satisfied simultaneously, viz., the strain amplitude,
temperature, and DO in water are above certain minimum levels, and the strain rate is below a threshold
value. The S content in the steel is also important; its effect on life depends on the DO level in water.

Although the microstructures and cyclic-hardening behavior of carbon and low-alloy steels differ
significantly, environmental degradation of the fatigue life of these steels is very similar. For both steels,
only a moderate decrease in life (by a factor of <2) is observed when any one of the threshold conditions
is not satisfied, e.g., low-DO PWR environment, temperatures <150'C, or vibratory fatigue. The existing
fatigue S-N data have been reviewed to establish the critical parameters that influence fatigue life and
define their threshold and limiting values within which environmental effects are significant.

In air, the fatigue lives of Types 304 and 316 SS are comparable; those of Type 316NG are superior
to those of Types 304 and 316 SS at high strain amplitudes. The fatigue lives of austenitic SSs in air are
independent of temperature in the range from room temperature to 427°C. Also, variation in strain rate in
the range of 0.4-0.008%/s has no effect on the fatigue lives of SSs at temperatures up to 400'C. The
fatigue e-N behavior of cast SSs is similar to that of wrought austenitic SSs. The results indicate that the
ASME mean-data curve for SSs is not consistent with the experimental data at strain amplitudes <0.5% or
stress amplitudes <975 MPa (<141 ksi); the ASME mean curve predicts significantly longer lives than
those observed experimentally.
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The fatigue lives of cast and wrought austenitic SSs decrease in LWR environments compared to

those in air. The decrease depends on strain rate, DO level in water, and temperature. A minimum
threshold strain is required for an environmentally assisted decrease in the fatigue life of SSs, and this
strain appears to be independent of material type (weld or base metal) and temperature in the range of
250-325°C. Environmental effects on fatigue life occur primarily during the tensile-loading cycle and at
strain levels greater than the threshold value. Strain rate and temperature have a strong effect on fatigue
life in LWR environments. Fatigue life decreases with decreasing strain rate below 0.4%/s; the effect
saturates at 0.0004%/s. Similarly, the fatigue •-N data suggest a threshold temperature of 150'C; in the
range of 150-3251C, the logarithm of life decreases linearly with temperature.

The effect of DO level may be different for different steels. In low-DO water (i.e., <0.01 ppm DO)
the fatigue lives of all wrought and cast austenitic SSs are decreased significantly; composition or heat
treatment of the steel has little or no effect on fatigue life. However, in high-DO water, the I
environmental effects on fatigue life appear to be influenced by the composition and heat treatment of the
steel; the effect of high-DO water on the fatigue lives of different compositions and heat treatment of SSs
is not well established. Limited data indicate that for a high-C Type 304 SS, environmental effects are 3
significant only for sensitized steel. For a low-C Type 316NG SS, some effect of environment was
observed even for mill-annealed steel (nonsensitized steel) in high-DO water, although the effect was
smaller than that observed in low-DO water. Limited fatigue e-N data indicate that the fatigue lives of
cast SSs are approximately the same in low- and high-DO water and are comparable to those observed
for wrought SSs in low-DO water. In the present report, environmental effects on the fatigue lives of
wrought and cast austenitic SSs are considered to be the same in high-DO and low-DO environments.

The fatigue e-N data for Ni-Cr-Fe alloys indicate that although the data for Alloy 690 are very
limited, the fatigue lives of Alloy 690 are comparable to those of Alloy 600. Also, the fatigue lives of the
Ni-Cr-Fe alloy welds are comparable to those of the wrought Alloys 600 and 690 in the low-cycle I
regime, i.e., <105 cycles, and are slightly superior to the lives of wrought materials in the high-cycle
regime. The fatigue data for Ni-Cr-Fe alloys in LWR environments are very limited; the effects of key
loading and environmental parameters on fatigue life are similar to those for austenitic SSs. For example,
the fatigue life of these steels decreases logarithmically with decreasing strain rate. Also, the effects of
environment are greater in the low-DO PWR water than the high-DO BWR water. The existing data are
inadequate to determine accurately the functional form for the effect of temperature on fatigue life.

Fatigue life models developed earlier to predict fatigue lives of small smooth specimens of carbon
and low-alloy steels and wrought and cast austenitic SSs as a function of material, loading, and
environmental parameters have been updated/revised using a larger fatigue E-N database. The functional
form and bounding values of these parameters were based on experimental observations and data trends.
The models are applicable for predicted fatigue lives <5106 cycles. The ANL fatigue life model proposed
in the present report for austenitic SSs in air is also recommended for predicting the fatigue lives of small I
smooth specimens of Ni-Cr-Fe alloys.

An approach, based on the environmental fatigue correction factor, is discussed to incorporate the
effects of LWR coolant environments into the ASME Code fatigue evaluations. To incorporate
environmental effects into a Section III fatigue evaluation, the fatigue usage for a specific stress cycle of
load set pair based on the current Code fatigue design curves is multiplied by the correction factor. 3

The report also presents a critical review of the ASME Code fatigue design margins of 2 on stress
and 20 on life and assesses the possible conservatism in the current choice of design margins. These
factors cover the effects of variables that can influence fatigue life but were not investigated in the tests
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that provided the data for the design curves. Although these factors were intended to be somewhat
conservative, they should not be considered safety margins because they were intended to account for
variables that are known to affect fatigue life. Data available in the literature have been reviewed to
evaluate the margins on cycles and stress that are needed to account for the differences and uncertainties.
Monte Carlo simulations were performed to determine the margin on cycles needed to obtain a fatigue
design curve that would provide a somewhat conservative estimate of the number of cycles to initiate a
fatigue crack in reactor components. The results suggest that for both carbon and low-alloy steels and
austenitic SSs, the current ASME Code requirements of a factor of 20 on cycles to account for the effects
of material variability and data scatter, as well as size, surface finish, and loading history, contain at least
a factor of. 1.7 conservatism. Thus, to reduce this conservatism, fatigue design curves have been
developed from the ANL model by first correcting for mean stress effects, and then reducing the mean-
stress adjusted curve by a factor of 2 on stress and 12 on cycles, whichever is more conservative. A
detailed procedure for incorporating environmental effects into fatigue evaluations is also presented in
Appendix A.
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APPENDIX A

Incorporating Environmental Effects into Fatigue Evaluations

Al Scope

This Appendix provides the environmental fatigue correction factor (Fen) methodology that is
considered acceptable for incorporating the effects of reactor coolant environments on fatigue usage
factor evaluations of metal components for new reactor construction. The methodology for performing
fatigue evaluations for the four major categories of structural materials, e.g., carbon steel, low-alloy
steels, wrought and cast austenitic stainless steels, and Ni-Cr-Fe alloys, is described.

A2 Environmental Correction Factor (Fen)

The effects of reactor coolant environments on the fatigue life of structural materials are expressed
in terms of a nominal environmental fatigue correction factor, Fen,nom, which is defined as the ratio of
fatigue life in air at room temperature (NairRT) to that in water at the service temperature (Nwater):

Fen,nom = Nair,RT/Nwater.

The nominal environmental fatigue correction factor, Fen,nom, for carbon steels is expressed as

(A. 1)

Fen,nom = exp(O.6 3 2 - 0 .101 S* T* 0* t**),

and for low-alloy steels, it is expressed as

Fen,nom = exp(O.7 0 2 - 0 .101 S* T* 0* t*)

(A.2)

(A.3)

where S*, T*, 0*, and t *are transformed S content, temperature, DO level, and strain rate, respectively,
defined as:

S* = 0.001
S* =S
S* =0.015

T* T- 150

(S5 _<0.001 wt.%)
(S : 0.015 wt.%)
(S > 0.015 wt.%)

(T < 150-C)
(T = 150-350-C)

(A.4)

(A.5)

0* =0
0* = ln(DO/0.04)
0* = ln(12.5)

* =0
t ln(t•)
t ln(O.OO1)

(DO < 0.04 ppm)
(0.04 ppm < DO < 0.5 ppm)
(DO > 0.5 ppm) (A.6)

(t > 1%/s)
(0.001 •_ t: • l%/s)
(t• < 0.001%/s). (A.7)
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For both carbon and low-alloy steels, a threshold value of 0.07% for strain amplitude (one-half the strain
range for the cycle) is defined, below which environmental effects on the fatigue life of these steels do not
occur. Thus,

Fen,nom =1 (Ea S 0.07%). (A.8)

For wrought and cast austenitic stainless steels,

Fen,nom = exp(0.734 -T ' T ').

where T, C', and 0' are transformed temperature, strain rate, and DO level, respectively, defined as:

(A.9)

T'=0
T' = (T- 150)/175
T'= I

t ' = In( t/0.4)

t'= ln(0.0004/0.4)

0'= 0.281

(T < 150°C)
(150 <T < 325°C)
(T Ž_ 325-C)

( > 0.4%/s)
(0.0004 t 50.4%/s)
( < 0.0004%/s)

(A.10)

(A.11)

(A.12)(all DO levels).

For wrought and cast austenitic stainless steels, a threshold value of 0.10% for strain amplitude (one-half
the strain range for the cycle) is defined, below which environmental effects on the fatigue life of these
steels do not occur. Thus,

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Fen,nom = 1 (Sa -S 0.10%). (A.13)

For Ni-Cr-Fe alloys,

Fen,nom = exp(- T' t ' 0'),

where T', 6 ', and 0' are transformed temperature, strain rate, and DO, respectively, defined as:

(A.14)

T'= T/325
T'=I

(T < 325°C)
(T > 325-C) (A.15)

t =0
t ln(e*/5.0)

C ln(0.0004/5.0)

(t > 5.0%/s)
(0.0004< t : <5.0%/s)
(t < 0.0004%/s)

0' = 0.09
0' =0.16

(A. 16)

(A. 17)
(NWC BWR water)
(PWR or HWC BWR water).

For Ni-Cr-Fe alloys, a threshold value of 0.10% for strain amplitude (one-half the strain range for the
cycle) is defined, below which environmental effects on the fatigue life of these alloys do not occur.
Thus,

A.2
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Fen nom = I (Fam 1A0.10%). (A. 18)

A3 Fatigue Evaluation Procedure

The evaluation method uses as its input the partial fatigue usage factors U1, U 2 , U 3 , ... Un,

determined in Class 1 fatigue evaluations. To incorporate environmental effects into the Section III
fatigue evaluation, the partial fatigue usage factors for a specific stress cycle or load set pair, based on the
current Code fatigue design curves, is multiplied by the environmental fatigue correction factor:

Uen.1 = Ul'Fen,1. (A.19)

In the Class 1 design-by-analysis procedure, the partial fatigue usage factors are calculated for
each type of stress cycle in paragraph NB-3222.4(e)(5). For Class 1 piping products designed using the
NB-3600 procedure, Paragraph NB-3653 provides the procedure for the calculation of partial fatigue
usage factors for each of the load set pairs. The partial usage factors are obtained from the Code fatigue
design curves provided they are consistent, or conservative, with respect to the existing fatigue e-N data.
For example, the Code fatigue design curve for austenitic SSs developed in the 1960s is not consistent
with the existing fatigue database and, therefore, will yield nonconservative estimates of usage factors for
most heats of austenitic SSs that are used in the construction of nuclear reactor components. Examples of
calculating partial usage factors are as follows:

(1) For carbon and low-alloy steels with ultimate tensile strength <552 MPa (580 ksi), the partial
fatigue usage factors are obtained from the ASME Code fatigue design curve, i.e., Fig. 1-9.1 of the
mandatory Appendix I to Section III of the ASME Code. As an alternative, to reduce conservatism
in the current Code requirement of a factor of 20 on life, partial usage factors may be determined
from the fatigue design curves that were developed from the ANL fatigue life model, i.e., Figs. A.1
and A.2 and Table A.1.

UTS Carbon Steels
UTS <552 MPa (580 ksi)

V Air up to 3710C (700TF)
_" _E N 2= 206.8 GPa Figure A.1.103 ,, ]

rO
3  

. .- -ASME Code Curve Fatigue design curve for
-- ANL Model & Eq. 18 carbon steels in air. The

curve developed from the
ANL model is based on

E factors of 12 on life and 2

10 2  1 on stress.
Ci0 Carbon Steels

cru = 551.6 MPa
cy = 275.8 MPa

101 102 103 10 4  105 106 107  108 109 1010 1011

Number of Cycles N
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ANL Model & Eq. 18

I i

Low-Alloy Steels

101 102 103  104  105 106 107  108 109  1010 1011

Number of Cycles N

Figure A.2.
Fatigue design curve for
low-alloy steels in air. The
curve developed from the
ANL model is based on
factors of 12 on life and 2
on stress.

Table A.1. Fatigue design curves for carbon and low-alloy steels and proposed extension to 1011 cycles.

Stress Amplitude (MPa/ksi) Stress Amplitude (MPa/ksi)
ASME Code Eqs. 15 & 18 Eqs. 16 & 18 ASME Code Eqs. 15 & 18 Eqs. 16 & 18

Cycles Curve Carbon Steel Low-Alloy Steel Cycles Curve Carbon Steel Low-Alloy Steel
I E+01 3999 (580) 5355 (777) 5467 (793) 2 E+05 114 (16.5) 176 (25.5) 141 (20.5)
2 E+01 2827 (410) 3830 (556) 3880 (563) 5 E+05 93 (13.5) 154 (22.3) 116 (16.8)
5 E+01 1896 (275) 2510 (364) 2438 (354) 1 E+06 86 (12.5) 142 (20.6) 106 (15.4)
1 E+02 1413 (205) 1820 (264) 1760 (255) 2 E+06 130 (18.9) 98(14.2)
2 E+02 1069(155) 1355(197) 1300(189) 5 E+06 120(17.4) 94(13.6)
5 E+02 724 (105) 935 (136) 900 (131) 1 E+07 76.5(11.1) 115 (16.7) 91(13.2)
1 E+03 572 (83) 733 (106) 720 (104) 2 E+07 110(16.0) 90(13.1)
2 E+03 441 (64) 584 (84.7) 576 (83.5) 5 E+07 107 (15.5) 88 (12.8)
5 E+03 331 (48) 451 (65.4) 432 (62.7) 1 E+08 68.3 (9.9) 105 (15.2) 87 (12.6)
1 E+04 262 (38) 373 (54.1) 342 (49.6) 1 E+09 60.7 (8.8) 102 (14.8) 83 (12.0)
2 E+04 214 (31) 305 (44.2) 276 (40.0) 1 E+010 54.5 (7.9) 97(14.1) 80(11.6)
5 E+04 159 (23) 238 (34.5) 210 (30.5) 1 E+011 48.3 (7.0) 94(13.6) 77(11.2)
1 E+05 138 (20.0) 201 (29.2) 172 (24.9)

(2) For wrought or cast austenitic SSs and Ni-Cr-Fe alloys, the partial fatigue usage factors are

obtained from the new fatigue design curve proposed in the present report for austenitic SSs, i.e.,

Fig. A.3 and Table A.2.

The cumulative fatigue usage factor, Uen, considering the effects of reactor coolant environments is

then calculated as the following:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
U
I
I
I
!
I
I

I

Uen = U1.Fen,1 + U2"Fen,2 + U3"Fen,3 + Ui'Fen,i ... + Un'Fen,n, (A.20)

where Fen,i is the nominal environmental fatigue correction factor for the "i"th stress cycle (NB-3200) or
load set pair (NB-3600). Because environmental effects on fatigue life occur primarily during the tensile-
loading cycle (i.e., up-ramp with increasing strain or stress), this calculation is performed only for the
tensile stress producing portion of the stress cycle constituting a load pair. Also, the values for key
parameters such as strain rate, temperature, dissolved oxygen in water, and for carbon and low-alloy
steels S content, are needed to calculate Fen for each stress cycle or load set pair. As discussed in
Sections 4 and 5 of this report, the following guidance may be used to determine these parameters:
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Table A.2. The new and current Code fatigue design curves for austenitic stainless steels in air.

Stress Amplitude (MPa/ksi)
Cycles New Design Curve Current Design Curve
1 E+01 6000 (870) 4881 (708)
2 E+01 4300(624) 3530(512)
5 E+01 2748 (399) 2379 (345)
I E+02 1978(287) 1800(261)
2 E+02 1440(209) 1386(201)
5 E+02 974(141) 1020(148)
1 E+03 745 (108) 820 (119)
2 E+03 590 (85.6) 669 (97.0)
5 E+03 450 (65.3) 524 (76.0)
1 E+04 368 (53.4) 441 (64.0)
2 E+04 300 (43.5) 383 (55.5)
5 E+04 235 (34.1) 319 (46.3)
1 E+05 196 (28.4) 281 (40.8)

Stress Amplitude (MPa/ksi)
New Design Curve Current Design CurveCycles

2 E+05
5 E+05
I E+06
2 E+06
5 E+06
1 E+07
2 E+07
5 E+07
1 E+08
1 E+09
1 E+10
1 E+11
2 E+10

168 (24.4)
142 (20.6)
126 (18.3)
113 (16.4)
102 (14.8)
99 (14.4)

97.1 (14.1)
95.8 (13.9)
94.4 (13.7)
93.7 (13.6)

248 (35.9)
214 (31.0)
195 (28.3)
157 (22.8)
127 (18.4)
113 (16.4)
105 (15.2)
98.6 (14.3)
97.1 (14.1)
95.8 (13.9)
94.4 (13.7)
93.7 (13.6)

(1) An average strain rate for the transient always yields a conservative estimate of Fen. The lower
bound or saturation strain rate of 0.001%/s for carbon and low-alloy steels or 0.0004%/s for
austenitic SSs can be used to perform the most conservative evaluation.

(2) For the case of a constant strain rate and a linear temperature response, an average temperature (i.e.,
average of the maximum and minimum temperatures for the transients) may be used to calculate
Fen. In general, the "average" temperature that should be used in the calculations should produce
results that are consistent with the results that would be obtained using the modified rate approach
described in Section 4.2.14 of this report. The maximum temperature can be used to perform the
most conservative evaluation.

(3) The DO value is obtained from each transient constituting the stress cycle. For carbon and low-
alloy steels, the dissolved oxygen content, DO, associated with a stress cycle is the highest oxygen
level in the transient, and for austenitic stainless steels, it is the lowest oxygen level in the transient.
A value of 0.4 ppm for carbon and low-alloy steels and 0.05 ppm for austenitic stainless steels can
be used for the DO content to perform a conservative evaluation.
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(4) The sulfur content, S, in terms of weight percent might be obtained from the certified material test

report or an equivalent source. If the sulfur content is unknown, then its value shall be assumed as
the maximum value specified in the procurement specification or the applicable construction Code.

The detailed procedures for incorporating environmental effects into the Code fatigue evaluations
have been presented in several articles. The following two may be used for guidance:

(1) Mehta, H. S., "An Update on the Consideration of Reactor Water Effects in Code Fatigue Initiation
Evaluations for Pressure Vessels and Piping," Assessment Methodologies for Preventing Failure:
Service Experience and Environmental Considerations, PVP Vol. 410-2, R. Mohan, ed., American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, New York, pp. 45-5 1, 2000.

(2) Nakamura, T., M. Higuchi, T. Kusunoki, and Y. Sugie, "JSME Codes on Environmental Fatigue
Evaluation," Proc. of the 2006 ASME Pressure Vessels and Piping Conf., July 23-27, 2006,
Vancouver, BC, Canada, paper # PVP2006-ICPVTI 1-93305.
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Enteray Nuclear Northeast
Indian Point Energy Center
450 Broadway, GSB
P.O. Box 249-w--%EnteWBuchanan, N.Y. 10511-0249
Tel (914) 788-2055

Fred Dacimo
Vice President
License Renewal

NL-10-082

August 9, 2010

ATTN: Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT: License Renewal Application - Completion of Commitment #33
Regarding the Fatigue Monitoring Program
Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit Nos. 2 and 3
Docket Nos. 50-247 and 50-286
License Nos. DPR-26 and DPR-64

REFERENCE 1. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application" (NL-07-039)

2. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application Boundary Drawings
(NL-07-040)

3. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application Environmental Report
References (NL-07-041)

4. Entergy Letter dated October 11, 2007, F. R, Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application (LRA)" (NL-07-124)

5. Entergy Letter November 14, 2007, F. R, Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "Supplement to License Renewal Application (LRA)
Environmental Report References" (NL-07-133)

Dear Sir or Madam:

In the referenced letters, Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc. applied for renewal of the
Indian Point Energy Center operating license. This letter contains information supporting
the completion of commitment 33 to the License Renewal Application regarding the
Fatigue Monitoring Program.



NL-10-082
Docket Nos. 50-247 and 50-286

Page 2 of 2

There are no new commitments identified in this submittal. If you have any questions, or
require additional information, please contact Mr. Robert Walpole at 914-734-6710.

Sincerely, I

I
FD/mb

Attachments: 1. Environmental Fatigue Evaluations
2. List of Regulatory Commitments

cc: Mr. S. J. Collins, Regional Administrator, NRC Region I 3
Mr. J. Boska, Senior Project Manager, NRC, NRR, DORL
Mr. Sherwin E. Turk, NRC Office of General Counsel, Special Counsel
Ms. Kimberly Green, NRC Safety Project Manager
NRC Resident Inspectors Office, Indian Point
Mr. Paul Eddy, NYS Dept. of Public Service
Mr. Francis J. Murray, Jr., President and CEO, NYSERDA

I
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I
I
I
I
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INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR GENERATING UNIT NOS. 2 AND 3
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION

ENVIRONMENTAL FATIGUE EVALUATIONS

Environmental Fatigue Evaluation for Indian Point Unit 2 and Unit 3

Entergy has applied for renewed operating licenses for Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit 2
and Unit 3 (IP2 and IP3). In the license renewal application, Entergy committed to address
environmentally assisted fatigue. Entergy's commitment, amended by letter, NL-08-021, dated
January 22, 2008, reads as follows.

At least 2 years prior to entering the period of extended operation, for the locations
identified in LRA Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (IP3), under the Fatigue
Monitoring Program, IP2 and IP3 will implement one or more of the following:

(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, Detection of Aging Effects, update
the fatigue usage calculations using refined fatigue analyses to determine valid CUFs
less than 1.0 when accounting for the effects of reactor water environment. This includes
applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid CUFs determined in accordance with one of
the following:

I. For locations in LRA Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (IP3), with existing
fatigue analysis valid for the period of extended operation, use the existing CUF.

2. Additional plant-specific locations with a valid CUF may be evaluated. In
particular, the pressurizer lower shell will be reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle
remains the limiting component.

3. Representative CUF values from other plants, adjusted to or enveloping the IPEC
plant specific external loads may be used if demonstrated applicable to IPEC.

4. An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME code or NRC-approved
alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code case) may be performed to determine a valid
CUF.

(2) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, Corrective Actions, repair or replace
the affected locations before exceeding a CUF of 1.0.

Entergy has updated the fatigue usage calculations using refined fatigue analyses to determine
CUFs when accounting for the effects of reactor water environment. This includes applying the
appropriate Fen factors to valid CUFs for the locations shown in LRA Table 4.3-13 and LRA
Table 4.3-14.
The tables from the LRA are repeated as follows with the updated CUF values inserted.

The results of the refined analyses are shown in the tables as underlined values.
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Table 4.3-13
1P2 Cumulative Usage Factors for NUREG/CR-6260 Limiting Locations

Per NUREGICR-6583 or

NUREG-6260 Generic 1P2 Plant- Material CUF of NUREGICR-5704
Location Specific Type Record

Location Environmentall
y Adjusted CUF

1 Vessel shell and Bottom head to
lower head shell LAS 0.004 2.45 0.01

2 Vessel inlet and Reactor vessel
outlet nozzles inlet nozzle LAS 0.05 2.45 0.12

2 Vessel inlet and Reactor vessel
outlet nozzles outlet nozzle LAS 0.281 2.45 0.69

3 Pressurizer surge Pressurizer .264 2-Q46 0.46
line nozzles surge line LAS

nozzle 0.109 1.74 0.188

3 Pressurizer surge Surge line piping 046 6.3 9-
line piping to safe end weld SS 13.26 0.822

4 RCS piping Charging system 090.20
charging system nozzle SS
nozzle 0.0323 8.7 0.2809

5 RCS piping safety NA NAý i NA2
injection nozzle SS .0.1083 7.8975 0.8553

6 RHR Class 1 piping NA SS NAý 16.36 NAO0.0721 . _.0.9434

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Table 4.3-14
IP3 Cumulative Usage Factors for NUREG/CR-6260 Limiting Locations
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As described in LRA Section 4.3.3 and shown in Tables 4.3-13 and 4.3-14, the CUFs for the I
reactor vessel locations were not changed. The evaluation documented in the LRA used
bounding Fens applied to the CUFs of record for the bottom head to shell region, the reactor
vessel inlet nozzle and the reactor vessel outlet nozzle. The tables show the Cumulative Usage
Factors are all below 1.0 for these three locations for both units.

The stress and fatigue evaluations for the remaining piping components listed in Table 4.3-13
and 4.3-14 were performed using standard methods of the ASME Code, Section III. Detailed I
stress models of the surge line hot leg nozzle, pressurizer surge nozzle, reactor coolant piping
charging system nozzle, reactor coolant piping safety injection nozzle, and the RHR system
class 1 piping locations were prepared. The analyst developed detailed stress history Inputs for
all transients considered in the evaluation, which were subsequently used to provide detailed
inputs used in the EAF evaluations. The ASME Code evaluations were performed for the piping
components to reduce conservatism in the analyses or because the current licensing basis
(CLB) qualification was to the ANSI B31.1 Power Piping Code, which did not require a fatigue
usage factor calculation. The evaluations were limited to the stress qualifications related to the
fatigue requirements of the ASME Code. The primary stress qualifications documented in the
CLB remain applicable for the components evaluated.

The evaluation of EAF was accomplished through the application of Fen factors, as described in
NUREG/CR-5704 for the stainless steels in the pressurizer surge line, the reactor coolant piping
charging and safety injection system nozzles, and the RHR system Class 1 piping. In addition,
Fen factors for the pressurizer surge nozzle dissimilar metal weld also considered the carbon
steel factors in NUREG/CR-6583. The Fen factors are calculated based on detailed inputs
described in the applicable NUREG and are directly applied to the ASME Code fatigue results.

The refined fatigue analyses of the Indian Point Unit 2 and Unit 3 piping locations corresponding
to the locations identified in NUREG/CR-6260 for older vintage Westinghouse plants
demonstrate that cumulative fatigue usage factors including consideration of reactor water
environmental effects are below a value of 1.0 for transients postulated for 60 years of
operation. I
The results of this evaluation resolve commitment number 33 in the NRC Safety Evaluation
Report on license renewal for Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit 2 and Unit 3.

I
I
I
I
I
I
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# COMMITMENT IMPLEMENTATION SOURCE RELATED
SCHEDULE LRA SECTION

/ AUDIT ITEM

5 Enhance the External Surfaces Monitoring Program P2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.10
for IP2 and IP3 to include periodic inspections of September 28, A.3.1.10

systems in scope and subject to aging management 13 B.1.11
review for license renewal in accordance with 10 CFR 1P3:
54.4(a)(1) and (a)(3). Inspections shall include areas December 12,
surrounding the subject systems to identify hazards to 2015
those systems. Inspections of nearby systems that
could impact the subject systems will include SSCs
that are in scope and subject to aging management
review for license renewal in accordance with 10 CFR
54.4(a)(2).

6 Enhance the Fatigue Monitoring Program for IP2 to IP2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.11
monitor steady state cycles and feedwater cycles or September 28, A.3.1.11

perform an evaluation to determine monitoring is not 2013 B.1.12,

required. Review the number of allowed events and NL-07-153 Audit Item

resolve discrepancies between reference documents 164

and monitoring procedures.

Enhance the Fatigue Monitoring Program for IP3 to IP3:
include all the transients identified. Assure all fatigue December 12,
analysis transients are included with the lowest 2015
limiting numbers. Update the number of design
transients accumulated to date.

7 Enhance the Fire Protection Program to inspect 1P2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.12
external surfaces of the IP3 RCP oil collection September 28, A.3.1.12

systems for loss of material each refueling cycle. 013 B.1.13

Enhance the Fire Protection Program to explicitly IP3:
state that the IP2 and IP3 diesel fire pump engine December 12,
sub-systems (Including the fuel supply line) shall be 2015
observed while the pump is running. Acceptance
criteria will be revised to verify that the diesel engine
does not exhibit signs of degradation while running;
such as fuel oil, lube oil, coolant, or exhaust gas
leakage.

Enhance the Fire Protection Program to specify that
the IP2 and IP3 diesel fire pump engine carbon steel
exhaust components are inspected for evidence of
corrosion and cracking at least once each operating
cycle.

Enhance the Fire Protection Program for IP3 to
visually Inspect the cable spreading room, 480V
switchgear room, and EDG room CO 2 fire suppression
system for signs of degradation, such as corrosion
and mechanical damage at least once every six
months.
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# COMMITMENT IMPLEMENTATION SOURCE RELATED
SCHEDULE LRA SECTION

....... _ _/ AUDIT ITEM

33 At least 2 years prior to entering the period of IP2: NL-07-039 A.2.2.2.3
extended operation, for the locations identified in LRA September 28, A.3.2.2.3
Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (IP3), under 01l 4.3.3
the Fatigue Monitoring Program, IP2 and IP3 will NL-07-153 Audit item
implement one or more of the following: IP3: 146

December 12, NL-08-021
(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, 013
Detection of Aging Effects, update the fatigue usage
calculations using refined fatigue analyses to
determine valid CUFs less than 1.0 when acpountlng Complete NL-10-082
for the effects of reactor water environment. This
includes applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid
CUFs determined in accordance with one of the
following:

1. For locations in LRA Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA
Table 4.3-14 (IP3), with existing fatigue analysis valid
for the period of extended operation, use the existing
CUF.

2. Additional plant-specific locations with a valid CUF
may be evaluated. In particular, the pressurizer lower
shell will be reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle
remains the limiting component.

3. Representative CUF values from other plants,
adjusted to or enveloping the IPEC plant specific
external loads may be used if demonstrated applicable
to IPEC.

4. An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME
code or NRC-approved alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code
case) may be performed to determine a valid CUF.

(2) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program,
Corrective Actions, repair or replace the affected
locations before exceeding a CUF of 1.0.

34 IP2 SBO / Appendix R diesel generator will be April 30, 2008 NL-07-078 2.1.1.3.5
installed and operational by April 30, 2008. This Complete NL-08-074
committed change to the facility meets the
requirements of 10 CFR 50.59(c)(1) and, therefore, a
license amendment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90 is not
required. _

I
I
I
I
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I
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REPORT SUMMARY I
I

For about the last 15 years, the effects of light Water reactor environment on fatigue have been
the subject of research in both the United States and abroad. Based on a risk study reported in
NUREG/CR-6674, the NRC concluded that reaclor water environmental effects were not a
safety issue for a 60-year operating life, but that some limited assessment of its effect would be
required for a license renewal extended operating period beyond 40 years. This guideline offers
methods for addressing environmental fatigue in a license renewal submittal.

Background
Many utilities are currently embarking upon efforts to renew their operating licenses. One of the
key areas of uncertainty in this process relates to fatigue of pressure boundary components.
Although the NRC has determined that fatigue is not a significant contributor to core damage
frequency, they believe that the frequency of pipe leakage may increase significantly with
operating time and have requested that license renewal applicants perform an assessment to
determine the effects of reactor water coolant environment on fatigue, and, where appropriate,
manage this effect during the license renewal period. As the license renewal application process
progressed starting in 1998, several utilities addressed this request using different approaches. In I
more recent years, a unified approach has emerged that has obtained regulator approval and
allowed utilities to satisfactorily address this issue and obtain a renewed operating license for 60
years of plant operation. I
Objectives
" To provide guidance for assessment and management of reactor coolant environmental

effects

* To minimize the amount of plant-specific work necessary to comply with NRC requirements
for addressing this issue in a license renewal application

" To provide "details of execution" for applying the environmental fatigue approach currentlyaccepted by the NRC in the license renewal application process.

Approach
The project team reviewed previous work by EPRI and utilities related to fatigue environmental
effects.and license renewal including reports on this subject created by EPRI, NRC, and NRC
contractors. Recent license renewal applications. NRC Requests for Additional Information, and I
the commitments made by the past license renewal applicants provided insight into NRC
expectations. After evaluation of all this information, the project team developed alternatives for
addressing fatigue environmental effects. This revision provides guidelines based on industry
experience, consensus, and insight gained from more than six years of experience with this issue
and the license renewal approval process. v!

!1
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Results
The report describes a fatigue environmental effect license renewal approach that can be applied
by any license renewal applicant. It provides guidelines for performing environmental fatigue
assessments using fatigue environmental factors from currently accepted F,,, methodology.

EPRI Perspective
Utilities have committed significant resources to license renewal activities related to fatigue.
Based on input from applicants to-date, NRC requirements for addressing fatigue environmental
effects continued to change for the first few applicants, but more recently have become more
unified. These guidelines were developed to provide stability, refined guidance, and assurance of
NRC acceptance- and include an approach that may be taken to address fatigue environmental
effects in a license renewal application. Use of the approach provided in this document should
limit the amount of effort necessary by individual license renewal applicants in addressing this
requirement and putting activities in place for the extended operating period to manage reactor
water environmental effects on fatigue.

Keywords
Fatigue
License Renewal
Reactor Water Environmental Fatigue Effects
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ABSTRACT HI
For about the last 15 years. the effects of light water reactor environment on fatigue have been
the subject of research in both the United States and abroad. The conclusions from this research
are that the reactor water temperature and chemical composition (particularly oxygen content or
ECP) can have a significant effect on the fatigue life of carbon, low alloy, and austenitic stainless
steels. The degree of fatigue life reduction is a function of the tensile strain rate during a
transient, the specific material, the temperature, and the water chemistry. The effects of other i
than moderate environment were not considered in the original development of the ASME CodeSection III fatigue curves.

This issue has been studied by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for many years. One i
of the major efforts was a program to evaluate the effects of reactor water environment for both
early and late vintage plants designed by all U.S. vendors. The results of that study, published in
NUREG/CR-6260i showed that there were a few high usage factor locations in all reactor types,
and that the effects of reactor water environment could cause fatigue usage factors to exceed the
ASME Code-required fatigue usage limit of 1.0. On the other hand, it was demonstrated that
usage factors at many locations could be shown acceptable by refined analysis and/or fatigue
monitoring of actual plant transients.

Based on a risk study reported in NUREGICR-6674, the NRC concluded that reactor water
environmental effects were not a safety issue for a 60-year operating life, but that some limited I
assessment of its effect would be required for a license renewal extended operating period
beyond 40 years. Thus, for all license renewal submittals to-date, there have been formal
questions raised on the topic of environmental fatigue and, in all cases, utility commitments to
address the environmental effects on fatigue in the extended operating period. Many plants have
already performed these commitments.

This guideline offers methods for addressing environmental fatigue in a license renewal
submittal. It requires that a sampling of the most affected.fatigue sensitive locations be
identified for evaluation and tracking in the extended operating period. NUREG/CR-6260
locations are considered an appropriate sample for F,. evaluation as long as none exceed the I
acceptance criteria with environmental effects considered. If this occurs, the sampling is to be
extended to other locations. For these locations, evaluations similar to those conducted in
NUREG/CR-6260 are required. In the extended operating period, fatigue monitoring is used for
the sample of locations to show that ASME Code limits are not exceeded. If these limiis are
exceeded, corrective actions are identified for demonstrating acceptability for continued
operation.

vii i



Using the guidance provided herein, the amount of effort needed to justify individual license
renewal submittals and respond to NRC questions should be minimized, and a more unified,
consistent approach should be achieved throughout the industry. More importantly, this revision
provides "details of execution" for applying the environmental fatigue approach currently
accepted by the NRC in the license renewal application process.
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9. ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS

The Thermal Fatigue Licensing Basis Monitoring Guideline actions are implemented by
plant work processes.

10. OPERATING EXPERIENCE

Refer to Sections 1.1 and 2.5.2.3 of Reference 123] for a discussion of how operating
experience becomes part of the Thermal Fatigue Licensing Basis Monitoring Guideline
implementation.

3.2 Method for Evaluation of Environmental Effects

There are several methods that have been published to assess the effects of reactor water
environment on fatigue for each specific location to be considered. In this document, guidance is
provided for performing evaluations in accordance with NUREG/CR-6583 [3] for carbon and
low alloy steels and NUREG/CR-5704 [4] for austenitic stainless steels, since these are the
currently accepted methodologies for evaluating environmental fatigue effects. Other methods
that have been published, including those currently being used in Japan, are documented in
References [18] and [22].

Figure 3-1 is a flowchart that shows an overview of the assessment approach.

* The first step is to identify the locations to be used in the assessment. This step is discussed
in Section 3.2.1

The second step is to perform an assessment of the effects of environmental fatigue on the
locations identified in Step 1. This includes an assessment of the actual expected fatigue
usage factor including the influence of environmental effects. Inherent conservatisms in
design transients may be removed to arrive at realistic CUFs that include environmental
effects. This approach is most applicable to locations where the design transients
significantly envelope actual operating conditions in the plant. Further discussion is
provided in Section 3.2.2. Specific guidance on performing such evaluation is provided in
Section 4.0.

The bottom of Figure 3-1 indicates that fatigue management occurs after the evaluation from
Step 2 is performed for each location. This may be as simple as counting the accumulated
cycles and showing that they remain less than or equal to the number of cycles utilized in the
assessment performed in Step 2. On the other hand, it may not be possible to show continued
acceptance throughout the extended operating period such that additional actions are
required. Such options are discussed in Section 3.3. Refer also to Reference 123] for a
discussion of cycle counting.

3-3'
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Figure 3-1
Overview of Fatigue Environmental Effects Assessment and Management

3.2.1 Identification of Locations for Assessment of Environmental Effects

A sampling of locations is chosen for the assessment of environmental effects. The purpose of
identifying this set of locations is to focus the environmental assessment on just a few
components that will serve as leading indicators of fatigue reactor water environmental effects.
Figure 3-2 shows an overview of the approach identified for selecting and evaluating locations.

For both PWR and BWR plants, the locations chosen in NUREG/CR-6260 [21 were deemed to
be representative of locations with relatively high usage factors for all plants. Although the
locations may not have been those with the highest values of fatigue usage reported for the plants I
evaluated, they were considered representative enough that the effects of LWR environment on
fatigue could be assessed.

The locations evaluated in NUREG/CR-6260 [2] for the appropriate vendor/vintage plant should
be evaluated on a plant-unique basis. For cases where acceptable fatigue results are demonstrated for
these locations for 60 years of plant operation including environmental effects, additional
evaluations or locations need not be considered. However, plant-unique evaluations may show
that some of the NUREG/CR-6260 [2] locations do not remain within allowable limits for 60
years of plant operation when environmental effects are considered. In this situation, plant
specific evaluations should expand the sampling of locations accordingly to include other I
locations where high usage factors might be a concern.

3-4 I
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In original stress reports, usage factors may have been reported in many cases that are
unrealistically high, but met the ASME Code requirement for allowable CUR. In these cases,
revised analysis may be conducted to derive a more realistic usage factor or to show that the
revised usage factor is significantly less than reported.

If necessary, in identifying the set of locations for the expanded environmental assessment, it is
important that a diverse set of locations be chosen with respect to component loading (including
thermal transients), geometry, materials, and reactor water environment. If high usage factors
are presented for a number of locations that are similar in geometry, material, loading conditions,
and environment, the location with the highest expected CUF, considering typical environmental
fatigue multipliers, should be chosen as the bounding location to use in the environmental fatigue
assessment. Similar to the approach taken in NUREG/CR-6260 [21, the final set of locations
chosen for expanded environmental assessment should include several different types of
locations that are expected to have the highest CUFs and should be those most adversely affected
by environmental effects. The basis of location choice should be described in the individual
plant license renewal application.

In conclusion, the following steps should be taken to identify the specific locations that are to be
considered in the environmental assessment:

* Identify the locations evaluated in NUREG/CR-6260 [2] for the appropriate vintage/vendor
plant.

* Perform a plant-unique'environmental fatigue assessment for the NUREG/CR-6260
locations.

" If the CUF results for all locations above are less than or equal to the allowable (typically
1.0) for the 60-year operating life, the environmental assessment may be considered
complete; additional evaluations or locations need not be considered.

" If the CUF results for any locations above are greater than the allowable for the 60-year
operating life, expand the locations evaluated, considering the following:

- Identify all Class I piping systems and major components. For the reactor pressure
vessel, there may be multiple locations t6 consider.

- For each system or component, identify the highest usage factor locations. By reasons of
geometric discontinuities or local transient severity, there will generally be a few
locations that have the highest usage factors when considering environmental effects.

- From the'list of locations that results from the above steps, choose a set of locations that
are a representative sampling of locations with the highest expected usage factors when
considering environmental effects. Considerations for excluding locations can include:
(I) identification of excess conservatism in the transient grouping or other aspects of the
design fatigue analysis, or (2) locations that have similar loading conditions, geometry,
material, and reactor water environment compared to another selected location.
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Figure 3-2
Identification of Component Locations and Fatigue Environmental Effects Assessment
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3.2.2 Fatigue Assessment Using Environmental Factors

In performing an assessment of environmental fatigue effects, factors to account for
environmental effects are incorporated into an updated fatigue evaluation for each selected
location using the F. approach documented in NUREG/CR-6583 [3) for carbon and low alloy
steels and NUREG/CR-5704 [4] for austenitic stainless steels. Excess conservatism in the
loading definitions, number of cycles, and the fatigue analyses may be considered. Figure 3-3
shows the approach for performing the assessment and managing fatigue in the extended
operating period.

Determination of Existing Licensing Basis

Existing plant records must be reviewed to determine the cyclic loading specification (transient
definition and number of cycles) and stress analysis for the location in question. Review of the
analysis may or may not show that excess conservatism exists. Reference [23) provides
guidance on reviewing the original design basis, the operating basis, and additions imposed by
the regulatory oversight process, to determine the fatigue licensing basis events for which the
component is required to be evaluated.

Consideration of Increased Cycles for Extended Period

As a part of the license renewal application process, the applicant must update the projected
cycles to account for 60 years of plant operation. The first possible outcome is that the number
of expected cycles in the extended operating period will remain at or below those projected for
the initial 40-year plant life. In this case, the governing fatigue analyses will not require
modification to account for the extended period of operation.

The second possibility is that more cycles are projected to occur for 60 years of plant operation
than were postulated for the first 40 years. In this case, an applicant must address the increased
cycle counts. One possible solution is to perform a revised fatigue analysis to confirm that the
increased number of cycles will still result in a CUF less than or equal to the allowable. A
second possibility is to determine the number of cycles at which the CUF would be expected to
reach'the allowable. This cycle quantity then becomes the allowable against which the actual
operation is tracked. Section 3.3 discusses options to be employed if this lower allowable is
projected to be exceeded.

Fatigue Assessment

Fatigue assessment includes the determination of CUF considering environmental effects. This
may be accomplished conservatively using information from design documentation and
bounding F,. factors from NUREG/CR-6583 [3] and NUREG/CR-5704 [4), or it may require a
more extensive approach (as discussed in Section 4.0).

A revised fatigue analysis may or may not be required. Possible reasons for updating the fatigue
analysis could include:

* Excess conservatism in original fatigue analysis with respect to modeling, transient
definition, transient grouping and/or use of an early edition of the ASME Code.

3-7
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For piping, use of an ASME Code Edition prior to 1979 Summer Addenda, which included
the AT, term in Equation (10) of NB-3650. Use of a later code reduces the need to apply
conserva.tive elastic-plastic penalty factors.

Re-analysis may be needed to determine strain rate time histories possibly not reported in
existing component analyses, such that bounding environmental multipliers (i.e., very low or
"saturated" strain rates) would not have to be used.

A simplified revised fatigue analysis may be performed using results from the existing fatigue
analysis, if sufficient detail is available. Alternatively, a new complete analysis could be
conducted to remove additional conservatisms. Such an evaluation would not necessarily need
the full pedigree of a certified ASME Code Section III analysis (i.e.. Certified Design
Specification, etc.), but it should utilize all of the characteristic methods from Section HI] for
computing CUF. In the environmental fatigue assessment, the environmental fatigue usage may
be calculated using the following steps:

* For each load set pair in the fatigue analysis, determine an environmental factor F,.. this
factor should be developed using the equations in NUREG/CR-6583 [3] or NUREG/CR-
5704 [4]. (Section 4.0 provides specific guidance on performing an F,. evaluation)

* The environmental partial fatigue usage for each load set pair is then determined by
multiplying the original partial usage factor by F,,. In no case shall the F,, be less than 1.0.

* The usage factor is the sum of the partial usage factors calculated with consideration of
environmental effects.

Fatigue Management Approach

As shown in Figure 3-3, the primary fatigue management approaches for the extended operating
period consist of tracking either the CUF or number of accumulated cycles.

* For cycle counting, an updated allowable number of cycles may be needed if the fatigue
assessment determined the CUF to be larger than allowable. One approach is to derive a
reduced number of cycles that would limit the CUF to less than or equal to the allowable
value (typically 1.0). On the other hand, if the assessed CUF was shown to be less than or
equal to the allowable, the allowable number of cycles may remain as assumed in the
evaluation, or increased appropriately. As long as the number of cycles in the extended
operating period remains within this allowed number of cycles, no further action is required.

" For CUF tracking, one approach would be to utilize fatigue monitoring that accounts for the
actual cyclic operating conditions for each location. This approach would track the CUF due
to the actual cycle accumulation, and would take credit for the combined effects of all
transients. Environmental factors would have to be factored into the monitoring approach or
applied to the CUF results of such monitoring. No further action is required as long as the
computed usage factor remains less than or equal to the allowable value.

Prior to such time that the CUF is projected to, exceed the allowable value, or the number of
actual cycles is projected to exceed the allowable number of cycles, action must be taken such
that the allowable limits will not be exceeded. If the cyclic or fatigue limits are expected to be
exceeded during the license renewal period, further approaches to fatigue management would be
required prior to reaching the limit, as described in Section 3.3. Further details on guidelines for
thermal fatigue monitoring and compliance/mitigation options are provided in Reference [23].
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License Renewal Approach

Figure 3-3
Fatigue Management If Environmental Assessment Conducted
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U
Guidance for Performing Environmental Fatigue Evaluations U
A separate section follows for each parameter utilized in the F, expressions, that is transformed
sulfur content (S), transformed temperature (T), transformed dissolved oxygen (0'), andI
transformed strain rate (i *). For the transformed strain rate, temperature, and oxygen
parameters, the three approaches are discussed. Transformed sulfur does not vary over the three
approaches. A single approach should be utilized for all of the transformed parameters in a
single load-pair F,, determination, although different approaches may be utilized for differentload-pair F,,s.

First, the typical content of a fatigue calculation is presented.

4.2.1 Contents of a Typical Fatigue Evaluation

This section provides the content of a typical fatigue calculation. Whereas fatigue calculations
have varied over the years, their basic content is the same. With the advent of computer
technology, the.calculations have basically maintained the same content, but computations have
become more refined and exhaustive. For example, 30 years ago it was computationally difficult
for a stress analyst to evaluate 100 different transients in a fatigue calculation. Therefore, the
analyst would have grouped the transients into as few as one transient grouping and performed as l
few incremental fatigue calculations as possible. With today's computer technology and desire
to show more margin, it is relatively easy for the modem-day analyst to evaluate all 100
incremental fatigue calculations for this same problem. Also, older technology would have.
likely utilized conservative shell. interaction hand solutions for computing stress, whereas today U
finite element techniques are commonly deployed. This improvement in technology would not
have changed the basic inputs to the fatigue calculation (i.e., stress), but it would have typically
yielded significantly more representative input values.

The discussion here is limited to the general content of most typical fatigue calculations.
Discussions of removing excess conservatisms from the input (stress) values of these I
calculations are not included, as it is assumed that those techniques are generally well understood
by engineers performing these assessments throughout the industry.

Two typical fatigue calculations are shown in Figures 4-1 through 4-4. Figure 4-1 reflects an i
"old" calculation, i.e., one that is typical from a stress report from a plant designed in the 1960s.
Figures 4-2 through 4-4 reflect a "new" calculation, i.e., one that is typical from a 1990s vintage
stress report. A description of the content of these two calculations is provided below.

The same basic content is readily apparent in both CUF calculations shown in Figures 4-1
through 4-4. However, it is also apparent that much more detail is present in Figures 4-2 through
4-4 for the "new" calculation compared to Figure 4-1 for the "old" calculation. Therefore, with
respect to applying F,, methodology to a CUF calculation, the guidance provided in the following.
sections equally applies to both vintages of calculations. The main difference is in assumptions
that need to be made for the F,, transformed variables due to a lack of detail backing up the I
calculations in the stress report. Guidance for these assumptions is described in Sections 4.2.2
through 4.2.5, with appropriate reference to the calculations shown in Figures 4-1 through 4-4.

4-4



Entergy Answer to New and Amended Contention
NYS-26/26B & Riverkeeper TC-1/1B (Metal Fatigue) (Oct. 4, 2010)
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NYS-26/26B & RIVERKEEPER TC-1/1B:

ATTACHMENT 7



EEnterry Ni"clear Northeas
Indian Point Energy Center450 Broadway, GSB

P.O. Box 249
Buchanan, NY 10511-0249
Tel (914) 788-2055

Fred Dacimo
Vice President
License Renewal

January 22, 2008

Re: Indian Point Units 2 & 3
Docket Nos. 50-247 & 50-286
NL-08-021

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT: Entergy Nuclear Operations Inc.
Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit Nos. 2 & 3
Docket Nos. 50-247 and 50-286
License Renewal Application Amendment 2

REFERENCES: 1. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application" (NL-07-039)

2. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application Boundary Drawings" (NL-
07-040)

3. Entergy Letter dated April 23, 2007, F. R. Dacimo to Document
Control Desk, "License Renewal Application Environmental Report
References" (NL-07-041)

Dear Sir or Madam:

In the referenced letters, Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc. (Entergy) applied for renewal of the
Indian Point Energy Center operating licenses for Unit 2 and 3.

Based on discussions during license renewal audits, clarification to the LRA is provided in
Attachment 1. This information clarifies the relationship between Commitment 33 regarding
environmentally assisted fatigue and the Fatigue Monitoring Program described in LRA Section
B.1.12. The Fatigue Monitoring Program includes the actions identified in Commitment 33 to
address the evaluation of the effects of environmentally assisted fatigue in accordance with 10
CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii). The revised Regulatory Commitment List is provided in Attachment 2.

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact Mr. Robert Walpole at
914-734-6710.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on

Sincerely,

Fred R. Dacimo
Vice President i
License Renewal
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Attachments:

I.Fatigue Monitoring Program Clarification
2. Regulatory Commitment List, Revision 3

cc: Mr. Samuel J. Collins, Regional Administrator, NRC Region I
Mr. Kenneth Chang, NRC Branch Chief, Engineering Review Branch I
Mr. Bo M. Pham, NRC Environmental Project Manager
Mr. John Boska, NRR Senior Project Manager
Mr. Paul Eddy, New York State Department of Public Service
NRC Resident Inspector's Office
Mr. Paul D. Tonko, President, New York State Energy, Research, & Development Authority
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License Renewal Application
Amendment 2

Fatigue Monitoring Program Clarification

LRA and commitment list revisions are provided below. (underline - added, strikethrough -
deleted)

LRA Table 4.1-1, List of IP2 TLAA and Resolution, line item titled "Effects of reactor water
environment on fatigue life", is revised as follows.

Effects of reactor water environment o vald 4.3.3
on fatigue life 10 R 51."1(c,-1)(i)

OR
Aging effect managed
10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(iii)

LRA Table 4.1-2, List of IP3 TLAA and Resolution, line item titled "Effects of reactor water
environment on fatigue life", is revised as follows.

Effects of reactor water environment A.alys.. .emain valid 4.3.3
on fatigue life 10 CFR , ,.21(c)(,)(i)

Aging effect managed
10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)

LRA Section 4.3.3, paragraph 10 is revised as follows.

At least 2 years prior to entering the period of extended operation, for the locations identified
in LRA Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (IP3)NUREG,- R 6260 for- Westinghouse

^WR••of the 'PEG vintage, under the Fatigue Monitoring Program IPEC will implement one
or more of the following.

(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program. Detection of Aging Effects, uodate the
fatigue usage calculations using Rrefined the fatigue analyses to determine valid CUFs
less than 1.0 when accounting for the effects of reactor water environment. This
includes applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid CUFs determined in accordance
with one of the following.

For locations in LRA Table 4.3-13 ( P2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 0l PUP3he'u"i"-g
Wi A I "boLI VI l I@LICU 01 iayi VCII II LI. IV 1J IU 'V
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extended operation, use the existing CUF to det"rmine the .nvi.rnmntally ad-uoted

Mre l-Fimi;ti PElcc Additional plant-specific locations with a valid CUF may be added-ifi
addiion to th .NUREG/CR 6260 !ocatinc,-valuated. In particular, the pressurizer I
lower shell will be reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle remains the limiting component.

Representative CUF values from other plants, adjusted to or enveloping the IPEC
plant-specific external loads may be used if demonstrated applicable to IPEC,

An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME code or NRC-approved
alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code case) may be performed to determine a valid .
CUF.

(2) Manage the effoctseof aging duo to fatigue at the affe~ted Iesatiens by an incpcctiOn
program that has been reviewed and approved by the NRC (e.g., periodic nonI
doctructivo exaFMnatiG.n ef. the aff-ected locations at inepocstien intervels to b
determ~inod by a method accoptable to the NRC)-.3

(32) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Progiram, Corrective Actions. Rrepair or
replace the affected locations before exceeding a CUF of 1.0.

$I- A !OCtý i M. 6k 41 6ka . i _4F A 4 a fA†0%

fatigue during the period 0f extended operation, details of the agin management programA
such acs sepo, qualification, method, and frequency-will be sub.;rmied to the NRC at least 2
yeOrc pror to the period of extended operation.

Depending on the option ehoese, whicsh mnay Ya~y by component, this TLAA will be projected
inrough the peuiedofi UT icf1deZ OpeFlZJ1IGi P9F Fie.fIWi. A-flu sv
environmentally assisted fatigue will be managed per 1OCFR54.21(c)(1)(iii).

LRA Section A.2. 1.11, Fatigue Monitoring Program, is revised as follows.

The Fatigue Monitoring Program is an existing program that tracks the number of critical
thermal and pressure transients for selected reactor coolant system components. The
program ensures the validity of analyses that explicitly analyzed a specified number of
fatigue transients by assuring that the actual effective number of transients does not exceed
the analyzed number of transients. The program provides for uedate of the fatigque usage
calculations to maintain a CUF of < 1.0 for the period of extended operation. For the
locations identified in Section A.2.2.2.3, updated calculations will account for the effects of
the reactor water environment. These calculation updates are governed by Enteray's 10
CFR 50 Appendix B Quality Assurance (QA) proram and include design input verification
and independent reviews ensuring that valid assumptions, transients, cycles, external
loadings, analysis methods, and environmental fatigue life correction factors will be used in
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the fatigue analyses. The program requires corrective actions including repair or
replacement of affected components before fatigue usage calculations determine the CUF
exceeds 1.0. Specific corrective actions are implemented in accordance with the I PEC
corrective action program. Repair or replacement of the affected component(s), if necessary,
will be in accordance with established plant procedures governing repair and replacement
activities. These established procedures are governed by Entergy's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B
QA program and meet the applicable repair or replacement requirements of the ASME Code
Section Xl.

LRA Section A.2.2.2.3, Environmental Effects on Fatigue, is revised as follows.

The effects of reactor water environment on fatigue were evaluated for license renewal.
Projected cumulative usage factors (CUFs) were calculated for the limiting locations
identified in based on NUREG/CR-6260. The identified IP2 locations are those listed in the
license renewal application. Table 4.3-13. For the l"•ati'ns -ith CUFs less than 4.0, the
T-LAA has beon projccted thrcough tho period of oxtendod operation per 10 GF;R
5421(G)(!)(ii).-Several locations may exceed a CUF of 1.0 with consideration of
environmental effects during the period of extended operation. The Fatigue Monitoring
Program requires that Aat least two years prior to entering the period of extended operation,
the site will implement one or more of the following:

(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program. Detection of Aging Effects. update
the fatigue usage calculations using Rrefined thefatigue analyses to determine valid
CUFs less than 1.0 when accounting for the effects of reactor water environment. This
includes applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid CUFs determined in accordance
with-one of the following.

For locations, including ,UjREG!R 6260 la•alon•,, with existing fatigue analysis valid for
the period of extended operation, use the existing CUF to dotermfin the .,o,:..A.•..lly
adjused GUF.

in addition to the NUREG!R 6260....ati.ne, mre. limi.ing dditional plant-specific locations
with a valid CUF may be evaluated. In particular, the pressurizer lower shell will be
reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle remains the limiting component.

Representative CUF values from other plants, adjusted to or enveloping the plant-specific
external loads may be used if demonstrated applicable.

An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME code or NRC-approved
alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code case) may be performed to determine a valid CUF.

(2} Manage the rffot, Cf aging due to fatigue at the affected locations by an incpcction
pregramn that hac been roviewed and approved by thc NRC (eag., per-iodis Po
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dectructive examination of the affooted locatines at inspeetion intarwals to e
deteirmined by a method acozptablo to the NRC)-.

(32) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, Corrective Actions, Rrepair or
replace the affected locations before exceeding a CuF of 1.0.

Should WiPE selert the option to manage the aging effersts duo to enVironm~ental aseiste
fatigue during the peried of oetended operation, details of the agg manaemet program
curuh as ••-p-, qualification, method, and frquen•- iAll b-e cubmied to the N• R at least 2
Yoarc prior to tho period of extended operation.

LRA Section A.3.1.1 i, Fatigue Monitoring Program, is revised as follows.

The Fatigue Monitoring Program is an existing program that tracks the number of critical
thermal and pressure transients for selected reactor coolant system components. The
program ensures the validity of analyses that explicitly analyzed a specified number of
fatigue transients by assuring that the actual effective number of transients does not exceed
the analyzed number of transients. The program provides for update of the fatigue usage
calculations to maintain a CurF of < 1.0 for the period of extended operation. For the
locations identified in Section A.3.2.2.3, updated calculations will account for the effects of
the reactor water environment. These calculation updates are governed by Enteray's 10
CFR 50 Appendix B Quality Assurance (QA) program and include design input verification
and independent reviews ensuring that valid assumptions, transients. cycles, external
loadings, analysis methods, and environmental fatigue life correction factors will be used in
the fatigue analyses. The program requires corrective actions including repair or
replacement of affected components before fatigue usace calculations determine the CUF
exceeds 1.0. Specific orrective actions are implemented in accordance with the IPEC

corrective action pro-gram. Repair or replacement of the affected component(s), if necessary,
will be in accordance with established plant procedures governing repair and replacement
activities. These established procedures are govemed by Entergy's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B
QA oroaram and meet the applicable repair or replacement requirements of the ASME Code
Section X1.

LRA Section A.3.2.2.3, Environmental Effects on Fatigue, is revised as follows.

The effects of reactor water environment on fatigue were evaluated for license renewal.
Projected cumulative usage factors (CUFs) were calculated for the limiting locations
Identified 'R based on NUREG/CR-6260. The identified IP3 locations are those listed in the
license renewal application, Table 4.3-14. For the loeati•nc with ,UF, bsce than 1.0, the
TLA~A has bee rjce hog the period of extended operation per 10 GFR.
.64.(J2--1 Several locations may exceed a CUF of 1.0 with consideration of
environmental effects during the period of extended operation. The Fatigue Monitoring
Program requires that Aat least two years prior to entering the period of extended operation,
for the locatione identified in NUREG/CR 6260 for Westinghouse PWR6 ef this vintage, the
site will implement one or more of the following:
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(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, Detection of Aging Effects, update
the fatigue usage calculation using RPefined the fatigue analyses to determine valid
CUFs less than 1.0 when accounting for the effects of reactor water environment. This
includes applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid CUFs determined in accordance
with one of the following.

For locations, icluding NURE-! C -,•-60 l.. ,tio•n, with existing fatigue analysis valid for
the period of extended operation, use the existing CUF to deteRSm•• the •" i..R.;o•"•mont
adjused-G~-.

in addition to the NUREGiCR 6260 ,. . ,tions,M"r. limitingAdditional plant-specific locations
with a valid CUF may be evaluated. In particular, the pressurizer lower shell will be
reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle remains the limiting component.

Representative CUF values from other plants, adjusted to or enveloping the plant-specific
external loads may be Used if demonstrated applicable.

An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME code or NRC-approved
alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code case) may be performed to determine a valid CUF.

(2. Manage the eff... of aging due to fatigue at the .ffe.t.d locotions by an inc..ct...
program that h--- been roviwed and appFod by the NRC (e.g., periodic non
doctructiv.e examination of the offected lecotions, at inspection inter.vols to b
determinod by a method aGccGeptable to the NRC).

(a2_) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program, Corrective Actions, Rrepair or
replace the affected locations before exceeding a CUF of 1.0.

Should ,'P• C elect the option to manage the agin"g effcot due t" cni rnmcntal a,•sited
fatigue during the period of exten6d adperation, details of the ogin manageent programn
such as sepe, qualification, method, and frequensy will be submitted to the NRC at least 2
V•~are onor to tno period py exronaea operation.

LRA Section B. 1.12, Fatigue Monitoring, Program Description, is revised as follows.

The Fatigue Monitoring Program is an existing program that tracks the number of critical
thermal and pressure transients for selected reactor coolant system components. The
program ensures the validity of analyses that explicitly analyzed a specified number of
fatigue transients by assuring that the actual effective number of transients does not exceed
the analyzed number of transients.

The program provides for update of the fatigue usage calculations to maintain a CUF of <
1.0 for the period of extended operation. For the locations identified in LRA Table 4.3-13
(IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (OP3), updated calculations will account for the effects of the
reactor water environment. These calculation updates are governed by Enterqy's 10 CFR
50 Appendix B Quality Assurance (QA) program and include design input verification and
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independent reviews ensuring that valid assumptions, transients, cycles, external loadings,
analysis methods, and environmental fatigue life correction factors will be used in the fatigue
analyses.

The analysis methods for determination of stresses and fatigue usage will be in accordance
with an NRC endorsed Edition of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) I
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section III Rules for Construction of Nuclear Power Plant
Components Division I Subsection NB, Class 1 Components, Sub articles NB-3200 or NB-
3600 as applicable to the specific component. IPEC will utilize design transients from IPEC I
Design Specifications to bound all operational transients. The numbers of cycles used for
evaluation will be based on the design number of cycles and actual IPEC cycle counts
projected out to the end of the license renewal period (60 years).

Environmental effects on fatigue usage will be assessed using methodoloqy consistent with
the Generic Aging Lessons Learned Report. NUREG-1 801, Rev. 1. (GALL) that states: "The
sample of critical components can be evaluated by applyinq environmental life correction I
factors to the existing ASME Code fatigue analyses. Formulae for calculating the
environmental life correction factors are contained in NUREG/CR-6583 for carbon and low-
alloy steels and in NUREG/CR-5704 for austenitic stainless steels.".

The Fatigue Monitoring Program tracks actual plant transients and evaluates these against
the design transients. Cycle counts show no limits are expected to be aporoached for the
current license term. The Fatigue Monitoring Program will ensure that the numbers of I
transient cycles experienced by the plant remain within the analyzed numbers of cycles and
hence, the component CUFs remain below the values calculated in the design basis fatigue
evaluations. If ongoing monitoring indicates the potential for a condition outside that
analyzed above, IPEC may perform further reanalysis of the identified configuration using
established configuration management processes as described above.

The program requires corrective actions including repair or replacement of affected components
before fatigue usage calculations determine the CUF exceeds 1.0. Specific corrective actions are
implemented in accordance with the IPEC corrective action prograrn. Repair or replacement of
the affected component(s), if necessary, will be in accordance with established plant procedures
governing repair and replacement activities. These established procedures are governed by
Entergy's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program and meet the applicable repair or replacement
requirements
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List of Regulatory Commitments

Rev. 3

The following table identifies those actions committed to by Entergy in this document.

Any other statements in this submittal are provided for information purposes and are not
considered to be regulatory commitments.

# COMMITMENT IMPLEMENTATION SOURCE RELATED
SCHEDULE LRA SECTION

I AUDIT ITEM

Enhance the Aboveground Steel Tanks Program for SP2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.1

IP2 and IP3 to perform thickness measurements of eptember 28, A.3.1.1

the bottom surfaces of the condensate storage tanks, 013 B. 1.1

city water tank, and fire water tanks once during the IP3:
first ten years of the period of extended operation. December 12,

Enhance the Aboveground Steel Tanks Program for 2015
IP2 and IP3 to require trending of thickness
measurements when material loss is detected.

2 Enhance the Bolting Integrity Program for IP2 and IP3 IP2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.2

to clarify that actual yield strength is used in selecting September 28, A.3.1.2

materials for low susceptibility to SCC and clarify the 2013 B.1.2

prohibition on use of lubricants containing MoS 2 forbotn.IP3: NL-07-153 Audit Items
bolting. December 12, 201,241,

The Bolting Integrity Program manages loss of 2015 270
preload and loss of material for all external bolting.

3 Implement the Buried Piping and Tanks Inspection IP2: NL-07-039 A.2.1.5

Program for IP2 and IP3 as described in LRA Section September 28, A.3.1.5
.1.6. 2013 B.1.6

NL-07-153 Audit Item
This new program will be implemented consistent with IP3: 173
the corresponding program described in NUREG- December 12,
1801 Section XI.M34, Buried Piping and Tanks 015
Inspection.
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COMMITMENT IMPLEMENTATION1 SOURCE RELATED
SCHEDULE LRA SECTION

_ 1 1I AUDIT ITEM

33 At least 2 years prior to entering the period of
extended operation, for the locations identified in LRA
Table 4.3-13 (IP2) and LRA Table 4.3-14 (IP3), under
the Fati-que Monitoring Program, IP2 and IP3 will
implement one or more of the following:

(1) Consistent with the Fatigue Monitoring Program,
Detection of Aging Effects, update the fatigue usage
calculations using Rrefined the fatigue analyses to
determine valid CUFs less than 1.0 when accounting
for the effects of reactor water environment. This
includes applying the appropriate Fen factors to valid
CUFs determined in accordance with one of the
following:

1. For locations in LRA Table 4.3-13 (OP2) and LRA
Table 4.3-14 (IP3) including kU IREGICR 66260
le.atien.s, with existing fatigue analysis valid for the
period of extended operation, use the existing CUF.4e
determ~ine the environmentally adjusted CUF.
2. !n addition to the NUREGlR 6260 loc•n•aton, more
limitig Additional plant-specific locations with a valid
CUF may be evaluated. In particular, the pressurizer
lower shell will be reviewed to ensure the surge nozzle
remains the limiting component.

3. Representative CUF values from other plants,
adjusted to or enveloping the IPEC plant specific
external loads may be used if demonstrated applicable
to IPEC.

4. An analysis using an NRC-approved version of the ASME
code or NRC-approved alternative (e.g., NRC-approved code
case) may be performed to determine a valid CUF.

P2:
September 28,
2011

IP3:
December 12,
2013

NL-07-039

NL-07-153

NL-08-021

A.2.2.2.3
A.3.2.2.3

4.3.3
Audit item

146

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

B q I I
(2) Manage the cncctcs Of aging due to tatigue at the
affested lecotionc by an inspeation proGqmm that has bccn
roviewed and approved by the NRC (o.g., periodic. non
dcctrUetive examination of the affeeted locatiosn at
inlsepocti intei.'als to be deteFrmined by a method
accreptable to the NRC).
t2~ I9'~ C.nr~i~t~nt with th~ F~tinIIA Mr~nittrinr, Prr~,r~m
Corrective Actions, Rrepair or replace the affected locations
before exceeding a CUF of 1.0.

agin fessde toal-a~nentl ssited
fatigUe during the period of extcndcd operationT
details of theangmneet proegram sucsh
as seope, qualification, method, and frequency
wlll be Su1 uittu te the NR.- at ,•st - yeF.r Jriur

to the period of cxtonded eperation:.-

I
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0 COMMITMENT IMPLEMENTATION SOURCE RELATED
SCHEDULE LRA SECTION

I AUDIT ITEM

34 IP2 SBO I Appendix R diesel generator will be April 30, 2008 NL-07-78 2.1.1.3.5
installed and operational by April 30, 2008. This
committed change to the facility meets the
requirements of 10 CFR 50.59(c)(1) and, therefore, a
license amendment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90 is not
required. _ _ ___1_1_ 1
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SAND94-0187, Evaluation of Conservatisms and Environmental Effects
in ASME Code, Section III, Class I Fatigue Analysis (Aug. 1994) is

available to the public for purchase from the National Technical
Information Service (NTIS) (http://www.ntis.gov/)
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concludes that the FSAR supplement contains an appropriate summary description of the TLAA
evaluation, as required by 10 CFR 54.21(d).

4.3.1.6 Pressurizer

4.3.1.6.1 Summary of Technical Information in the Application

LRA Section 4.3.1.6 summarizes the evaluation of the pressurizer for the period of extended
operation. There are TLAAs for several pressurizer subcomponents. The use of transients from
the steam generator replacement/uprating analysis is reasonable and limiting for the primary
equipment with the exceptions of the pressurizer surge line, and portions of the pressurizer
lower head analyzed separately; therefore, the NSSS design transients are those shown in the
steam generator replacement/uprating analysis, in which 40-year design CUF values also were
determined.

The pressurizer fatigue analysis demonstrated that, if pressurizer subcomponents were
exposed to a bounding set of postulated transient cycles, CUF values would not exceed 1.0 for
all components; however, certain pressurizer lower head locations are not bounded by the
original design fatigue analysis because it did not consider insurge/outsurge transients
discovered subsequently.

For the pressurizer (other than the lower head and surge line nozzJe), the highest 40-year
design fatigue usage value is 1.00 for the "Trunnion Bolt Hole" (LRA Table 4.3-2). Multiplying
this fatigue usage by 1.5 to account for 60 years of operation yields a CUF of 1.50.

The applicant used Westinghouse Owners Group (WOG) recommendations to address
operational pressurizer insurge/outsurge transients by reviewing plant operating records in
sufficient detail to determine pressurizer insurge/outsurge transients for past operation,
updating pressurizer lower head and surge nozzle transients to reflect past and projected future
operations, and evaluating the impact of the updated transients on the structural integrity of the
pressurizer. The WOG also recommended operating strategies that may be useful in
addressing the insurge/outsurge issue. On January 20, 1994, the applicant adopted the
modified operating procedures recommended by the WOG to mitigate pressurizer
insurge/outsurge transients.

The applicant used plant data from hot functional testing to January 20, 1994, to establish
pre-modified operating procedure transients that represent past plant heat-up and cool-down
operations and collected and processed plant data from July 19, 1999, to October 18, 2004, for
post-modified operating procedures operations. The 5.26 years of data history with the
pre-modified operating procedure transients was projected to predict 60-year fatigue usage
based on current operating practices.

Fatigue evaluations of the pressurizer lower head and surge line nozzle used the online
monitoring and Westinghouse proprietary design analysis features of the WESTEMSTM

Integrated Diagnostics and Monitoring System. The fatigue evaluations follow the procedures of
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ASME Code, Section III, NB-3200. Calculations of stress ranges, cycle pairing, and fatigue
usage factors were by use of WESTEMS TM consistent with the ASME Code and WOG
recommendations.

The fatigue evaluations at critical locations of the pressurizer lower head (including the
pressurizer surge line nozzle) and of the surge line RCS hot leg nozzle were based upon.
pre-modified operating procedure transients with the post-modified operating procedure.
transients that include the effects of insurge/outsurge and surge line stratification. These
transients were developed based upon plant-specific data and WOG information and
guidelines. The predicted fatigue usage was determined assuming future operations following
current operating procedures.

For 40 years of plant life, the pressurizer lower head has the highest fatigue usage of 0.36 at
the inside surface of the lower head at the heater penetration region. Multiplying this fatigue
usage by 1.5 to account for 60 years of operation yields a fatigue usage of 0.54. Evaluation of
this location also accounted for the effects of reactor water environment on fatigue. The 60-year
fatigue usage for this location is. 1.35 as shown in LRA Table 4.3-3.

For the pressurizer, the maximum fatigue usage for 60 years of operation is 1.35. This value
exceeds the design limit of 1.0 and, therefore, requires an AMP. The Reactor Coolant Pressure
Boundary Fatigue Monitoring Program will maintain the design limit fatigue usage or take
appropriate re-evaluation or corrective action to manage the effects of fatigue on the
pressurizer for the period of extended operation in accordance with 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1 )(iii).

4.3.1.6.2 Staff Evaluation

DUdng audit and review, the staff asked the applicant what components are in the stress-based
fatigue monitoring portion of the HNP program. The applicant responded as follows:

The HNP Fatigue Evaluation for License Renewal (WCAP-16353-P) resulted in the
following locations recommended for inclusion into the program.

* Pressurizer Lower Head
* Pressurizer Surge Line
* • CVCS Piping and Heat Exchanger

Based on the Westinghouse recommendations, the HNP fatigue monitoring program will
be enhanced to include the above components by monitoring fatigue usage for these
locations using online fatigue monitoring software.

In this letter, the applicant also indicated its stress-based fatigue monitoring locations and
stress-based alarm limit of 0.9. On the basis that the 0.9 alarm limit will provide adequate time
for actions, the staff concluded that the applicant's stress-based alarm limit is adequate. For all'
other locations managed through a cycle-based monitoring program, the applicant also
provided its alarm limit. Commitment 32 states that the enhanced program will address
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corrective actions through the Corrective Action Program for components exceeding alarm
limits, including a revised fatigue analysis or repair or replacement of the component.

LRA Amendment 2 states that the applicant used plant data from July 19, 1999, to
October 18, 2004, to predict 60-year fatigue usage based on current operating practices. The
staff does not agree with this prediction, which used 5.26 years of data to determine the next 40
years of operation transients; however, the applicant, by letter date January 17, 2008,
committed to a stress-based fatigue monitoring program to manage those components. On this
basis, the staff finds this LRA amendment acceptable. Therefore the applicant projections will
not be used. The applicant will manage the effects of aging for the period of extended
operation.

LRA Amendment 2 also states that the pressurizer lower head heater penetration region has
the highest fatigue usage (0.36) for the 40 years of plant life. LRA Table 4.3-2 lists a design
fatigue usage factor of 0.909 for this location. The staff asked the applicant to address the
difference.. This item was confirmatory item (Cl) 4.3 and needed the applicant's docketed
response to complete the staff's review.

In letter dated April 23, 2008, the applicant stated that HNP will update the piping design
specification to reflect the current design basis operational transients used in the Time-Limited
Aging Analyses for the reactor coolant pressure boundary (See Commitment No. 37). The
applicant also amended LRA FSAR Supplement Section A. 1.2.2.2.10 to indicate that the TLAA
on metal fatigue of the charging nozzle, surge line, and pressurizer- lower head and surge
nozzle will be managed in accordance with the 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1 )(iii). This is consistent with
the applicant's TLAA on metal fatigue of the Class I piping components (as provided in LRA
Section 4.3.5), which indicates that the Fatigue Monitoring Program will be used to manage the
effects of aging for these components in accordance with the TLAA acceptance criterion
requirement.in 10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(iii).

Based on this review, the staff finds that the applicant has appropriately addressed the staffs
confirmatory item on the TLAA on metal fatigue of the reactor coolant pressure boundary.
Confirmatory. Item 4.3 is closed.

During the audit and review, the staff asked the applicant to explain the input of stresses to
apply the stress transfer function of fatigue analysis software, WESTEMSTM, to the stressed
components or the stress intensity and asked for input and results of any benchmarking
problems for pressure, temperature, or moment loadings.

The applicant's response is in pages 67 to 93 of Enclosure 3 of LRA Amendment 2 by letter
dated August 31, 2007.

The staff reviewed the applicant's response explaining the method for the stress transfer%
function of fatigue analysis software WESTEMS. On the basis of its review, the staff confirmed
that the applicant superimposed stress at the component stress level for each time step and for
each applied loading type. The staff concluded that the method is in accordance with ASME
Section III, Division 1, NB-3200 criteria.
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The applicant also stated,

The verification of fatigue -analysis software thermal and mechanical stress calculations n
have been performed in the programs verification and validation documentation. U
However, each application verification of the. finite element model and of the final
thermal transfer function databases should be performed in order to show applicability to
the problem being modeled. To do this for mechanical loads, Westinghouse verifies the I
finite element model results by comparing them to the expected theoretical values. For
the time varying thermal results, the applicant performs thermal stress analyses using
both the finite element program and WESTEMSm." I

On the basis that verified fatigue analysis software stress results had the theoretical values and
traditional finite element analysis, the staff finds the applicant's transfer function method for I
evaluating stress results acceptable.

The staff also reviewed the applicant's benchmark verification results plotted in Figures B-I
through B-1 1 and additional results of samples 1 and 2 all indicating that the stress results
generated from fatigue analysis software and those generated from traditional finite element
ANSYS analysis have negligible differences. On this basis, the staff concludes that stress i
evaluation by fatigue analysis software is acceptable.

The GALL Report recommends a fatigue monitoring program to manage metal fatigue
according to 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii). The staff has evaluated the applicant's AMP B3.1,
"Reactor Coolant Pressure Boundary Fatigue Monitoring Program," for monitoring and tracking
the number of critical thermal and pressure transients for RCS components, determined that
this program is acceptable to address metal fatigue of RCS components according to
10 CFR 54.21 (c)(1)(iii), and documented its evaluation and acceptance in SER Section 3.0. On
the basis that the applicant's, action is consistent with the GALL Report recommendation, the
staff finds that management of the effects of aging on intended functions will be adequate for
the period of extended operation.

4.3.1.6.3 FSAR Supplement i
The applicant provided an FSAR supplement summary description, as amended by letter dated
April 23, 2208, of its TLAA evaluation of the pressurizer in LRA Section A.1.2.2.6. On the basis
of its review of the FSAR supplement, the staff concludes that the summary description of the
applicant's actions to address pressurizer is adequate. 3
4.3.1.6.4 Conclusion

On the basis of its review, as discussed above, the staff concludes that the applicant has I
demonstrated, pursuant to 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii), that management of the effects of aging on
intended functions will be adequate for the period of extended operation. The staff also
concludes that the FSAR supplement is an appropriate summary description of the TLAA S
evaluation, as required by 10 CFR 54.21(d).

I
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Progress Energy

AUG 3 1 2007 SEPAL: HNP-07-119

10 CFR 54

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTENTION: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: SHEARON HARRIS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, UNIT NO. 1
DOCKET NO. 50-400 / LICENSE NO. NPF-63

LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION, AMENDMENT 2: CHANGES
RESULTING FROM RESPONSES TO SITE AUDIT QUESTIONS
REGARDING TIME-LIMITED AGING ANALYSES

References: 1. Letter from Cornelius J. Gannon to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(Serial: HNP-06-136), "Application for Renewal of Operating License," dated
November 14, 2006

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On November 14, 2006, Carolina Power & Light Company, now doing business as Progress
Energy Carolinas, requested the renewal of the operating license for the Shearon Harris
Nuclear Power Plant, Unit No. 1, also known as the Harris Nuclear Plant (HNP), to extend
the term of its operating license an additional 20 years beyond the current expiration date.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff conducted audits of HNP License Renewal
activities related to time-limited aging analyses (TLAAs) during the periods from May 21 to
25, from June 25 to 29, and from August 13 to 15, 2007. In the course of these audits,
questions were identified by the auditors. Responses to these TLAA-related questions are
enclosed.

Also, enclosed is the list of regulatory commitments supporting License Renewal modified to
reflect the information provided in the.responses to TLAA-related audit questions. Any other
actions discussed should be considered intended or planned actions; they are included for
informational purposes but are not considered to be regulatory commitments.

Based on the above activities, required changes to the HNP License Renewal Application
(LRA) have been identified. This LRA amendment consists of three enclosures. Enclosure 1
is the revised list of License Renewal Commitments. Enclosure 2 is a table that identifies

Progress Energy Carolinas, Inc.
Hariis Nuclear Plant
P.O. Box 165
New Hill, NC 27662



Document Control Desk
HNP-07-119 / Page 2

changes to the LRA and the source of those changes. Enclosure 3 is a report of TLAA-
related questions and responses from the NRC audits.

Please refer any questions regarding this submittal to Mr. Roger Stewart, Supervisor -
License Renewal, at (843) 857-5375.

I declare; under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct
(Executed on AUG 3 1 2007).

I
I
I
I
3
I
I

Sincerely,

Thoh4'as J. Natale
Manager - Support Services
Harris Nuclear Plant

TJN/mhf

Enclosures:

1. HNP License Renewal Commitments, Revision 2
2. Amendment 2 Changes to the License Renewal Application
3. Harris Nuclear Plant License Renewal Audit Question and Response Database Report

cc:

Mr. P. B. O'Bryan (NRC Senior Resident Inspector, HNP)
Ms. B. 0. Hall (Section Chief, N.C. DENR)
Mr. M. L. Heath (NRC License Renewal Project Manager, HNP)
Ms. M. G. Vaaler (NRC Project Manager, HNP)
Dr. W. D. Travers (NRC Regional Administrator, Region II)

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Question No: LRA 4.3-17

NRC Request:
Please explain how stresses are input to apply the stress transfer function of WESTEMSTM, from the 6 stress components
or the stress intensity. Please provide input and results of any benchmarking problems for pressure,,temperature, or
moment loadings.

HNP Response:
WESTEMSTM uses the transfer function method (TFM) [1] to calculate six (6) components of stresses due to time varying
mechanical and thermal loads. Time varying component stresses are calculated through wall as a function of the time
varying mechanical and thermal boundary conditions. The resulting through wall stress components are processed and
categorized according ASME Section III, Division 1, Subsection NB criteria. The processing first involves the calculation
and categorization of the membrane and bending and peak components mechanical and thermal stresses. These
calculations are performed at the component stress levels, for each time step and for each applied loading type. The
resulting stresses are then added to form the total stress and primary plus secondary stress according to ASME rules.
Stress peak selection for fatigue evaluation purposes is based on analysis of the total stress time history and of the
primary plus secondary stress time history. Both the total stress and primary plus secondary stress are retained for.future
consideration in online fatigue evaluations. The discussion below will help to clarify the transfer function methodology, the
transfer function database role, and provide an example of the current benchmarking process.

The transfer function method is a mathematical device that is capable of quantifying the effects experienced by a system
due to an external disturbance, or excitation, with the aid of a characteristics function known as transfer function. In
essence, the transfer function method is a means that correlates time-dependent behavior, in terms of input and output, of
a system as seen in the thermal and dynamical problems. Examples of "disturbance" are mechanical forces, and thermal
transients, etc. Examples of "effects" include stresses, strains, displacements, and temperature, etc. For typical
structural applications, the "disturbance" can be surface temperature changes T(t), pressure P variation, forces (Fx, Fy,

Fz), and moments (Mx, My, Mz) in a structural body (in vector notations: F, and Ml ), whereas the typical "effects" mostly
refers to the stresses, displacements and metal interior temperatures.

m = M M -= M W M M ,A
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In WESTEMSTM, the transfer function methodology uses 2 or more unit load databases that have 4 or 6 components of
stress depending on the nature of the original finite element model method that was used, If a two dimensional finite
element model was used to create the transfer function database then 4 components of stress are capable (Sxx, Syy,
Szz, Sxy). If a three dimensional model was used then there are 6 components of stress in the transfer function
databases (Sxx, Syy, Szz, Sxy, Syz, and Szx). The total number of stress states in the transfer function databases is
dependent on the complexity of the thermal and mechanical boundary conditions being simulated.

For thermal applications, the transfer function is a characteristics function of a thermal-mechanical system. The
characteristics include geometry, boundary conditions, insulation conditions, material properties, and thermal zones.
These characteristics are all built into the transfer function for a predefined thermal-mechanical system. Therefore, a
transfer function database is fixed for a particular type of thermal-mechanical problem. However, a single set of transfer
function database can be used to evaluate the system responses caused by any kind of transients. This means that
transfer function database is created only once but can be used to obtain solutions for unlimited numbers of transient
cases.

It is important to realize that thermal stresses in materials or any structural systems arisen from temperature transients are
evolving because heat transfer is an energy transport process that will continue until thermal equilibrium is established.
This means that it requires appreciable amount of-time for a thermally disturbed material or structural system to come-to a
steady state even if the disturbance is as brief as an impulse. In short, thermal transient is a time-dependent problem.
On the contrary, all mechanical loads, pressure, direct forces, and moments, encountered in the general structural
applications are treated as static problems unless the loading rates are so high that the dynamic effects can not be
ignored. To appropriately reflect to the types of loads being dealt with, the databases are split into two types:

• Thermal transfer Function DataBase (TFDB)
• MEchanical transfer function DataBase (MEDB).

Westinghouse has validated the thermal stress capability of the WESTEMS TM transfer function method by performing
identical analyses using the Westinghouse transfer function method and an independent finite element program like
ANSYS or WECAN. Examples of the predicted stress components results for benchmarking the transfer function models
are shown below. The benchmarking process is generally performed for every transfer function database created. The
following example was taken directly from the appendix of a recent Westinghouse Transfer function database calculation

~~~~~ M M man m m -m
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note. The verification of WESTEMSTM thermal and mechanical stress calculations have been performed in the programs
verification and validation documentation. However, each application verification of the finite element models and of the
final thermal transfer function databases should be performed in order to show applicability to the problem being modeled.
To do this for mechanical loads, Westinghouse verifies the finite element model results by comparing them to the
expected theoretical values. For the time varying thermal results Westinghouse performs thermal stress analyses using
both the finite element program and WESTEMSTM. The example below shows these comparisons and results. Certain
information has been removed and text has been modified in order to clarify the example.

Verification of the Surge Nozzle With Reducer TFDB and MEDB

Verification of the databases being used for the WESTEMSTM analyses is a required step to ensure good analysis results. All
databases are herein examined through suitable benchmarking problems.

The database files, TFDB and MEDB, generated in the unit load finite element analyses represent the thermal and
mechanical characteristics of the structural component considered. By using these databases, the stresses at the specified
analysis sections (ASN or cut) can be evaluated for any combination of load conditions. To correctly produce the results, each
load type requires an appropriate scaling factor which is being developed in the following subsections. The scaling factor
provides a means to correct the effects arisen from differences on the stress units used in ANSYS and in WESTEMSTM. It
also is a means which permits non-standard unit loads to be used to generate the database.

Verifying the bending moment database - M,

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the scaling factor corresponding to
the bending moment portion of the database, and (2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of
the results produced by WESTEMSTM.

Moment M, represents bending about the global z-axis. According to Reference 1, the z-axis is perpendicular to the x and y
axes. The analysis for this bending case was performed and documented in Reference 1. The applied moment is 1000 in-
kips.

mmminmmmin~
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Consider the well known bending stress equation

a = Mr/I

where M is the applied bending moment, r is distance from the neutral axis, and I is the moment of inertia of the cross.
sectional area.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-I, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes are located at the stainless
steel pipe section of the model, remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above bending equation can
be applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

Re = 5.250 in.

Ri = 6.375 in.

I= 7 (Re4 - R 4) / 4 = 700.55 in4

Comparison of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-i. The results are in good agreement. The scaling
factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units used in FE and WESTEMS ", and the unit of the input
load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi whereas the
stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f1=0.001. Since the unit of the applied
moment is in-kips whereas 1000 in-kips of bending was used in the database creation, a second scaling factor, f2=0.001, is
required. Combining the two and the scaling factor for the bending load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fb
=fl * f2 10"6.

Table B-1: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results.
Hand Calculation Comparison

Analytical ANSYS
Location Node Number Stress (psi) Stress (psi) Error %
Inside node 275 7494.11 7533.20 -0.52
Outside node 187 9099.99 9067.20 0.36
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Verifying the torsion database - My

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the scaling factor corresp0nding to
the torsion moment portion of the database, and (2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of
the results produced by WESTEMSTM.

The moment My represents the moment about the global y-axis. The y-axis is in coincidence with the centerline of the nozzle.
Moment My therefore represents twist of the nozzle. The analysis for this torsion case was performed and documented. The
applied moment is 1000 in-kips.

Consider the well known torsion shearing stress equation

r = Mr/J

where M is the applied, torque, r is distance from the neutral axis, and J is the polar moment of inertia in torsion of the cross
sectional area.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-2, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes are located at the stainless
steel pipe section of the model, remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above torsion equation can be
applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

R. 6.375 in.

Ri = 5.25 in.

J = 7 (R, 4 - Ri4)/2 =1401.1 in4

Comparison of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-2. The results are in good agreement. The scaling
factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units used in FE and WESTEMS TM , and the unit of the input
load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi whereas the
stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f1=0.001. Since the unit of the applied'

mM m W M M M M -M M



HNP-07-119
Enclosure 3

Page 72 of 96
Harris Nuclear Plant License Renewal Audit Question and Response Database

torque is in-kips whereas 1000 in-kips of torque was used in the database creation, a second scaling factor, f2=0.001, is
required. Combining the two and the scaling factor for the torsion load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be ft =
fl*f 2  10.6.

Table B-2: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results.

Hand Calculation Comparison
Analytical 'ANSYS

Location Node Number Stress (psi) Stress (psi) Error %
Inside node 275 3747.05 3747.10 0.00
Outside node 187 4550.00 4550.00 0.00

Verifying the pressure database

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the scaling factor corresponding to
the pressure portion of the database, and (2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of the
results produced by WESTEMSTM.

The analysis for the pressure loading case was performed and documented. The applied pressure is 1000 psi.

Consider the well known hoop stress equation for a pressurized pipe

R R2-R, r2

where p is the internal pressure, Ro is the outside radius, RI is the inside radius, and r is the radius at any point.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-3, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes are located at the stainless
steel pipe section of the model, remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above hoop stress equation
can be applied.
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At this location, the following data apply:

Ro'= 6.375 in.

Ri = 5.25 in.

Comparison of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-3. The results are in good agreement. The scaling
factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units used in FE and WESTEMS TM , and the unit of the input
load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi whereas the
stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f,=0.001. Since the unit of the applied
pressure is psi whereas 1000 psi of pressure was used in the database creation, a second factor, f2=0.001, is required.
Combining the two factors and the scaling factor for the pressure load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fp =
f * f2= 10"6.

Table B-3: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results.

Hand Calculation Comparison
Load N e Analytical. ANSYS

Location Node Number Stress (psi) Stress (psi) error (%)
Inside node 275 5215.05 5230.30 -0.29
Outside node 187 4215.05 4208.60 0.15

Verifying the axial database

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the scaling factor corresponding to
the axial force portion of the database, and (2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of the
results produced by WESTEMSTM.

The analysis for the axial force loading case was performed and documented. The applied axial force is 1000 lb.

Consider the well known axial stress equation for a pipe

m m m m m ~ m
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F

A
where F is the applied force, and A is the cross sectional area.
Two nodes, as listed in Table B-4, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes are located at the stainless

steel pipe section of the model, remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above axial stress equation can be
applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

R= 6.375 in.

RI = 5.25 in.

A = 7t (Ro2 - Ri2) = 41.09 in2

Comparison of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-4. The results are in good agreement. The scaling
factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units used in FE and WESTEMS TM , and the unit of the input
load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi whereas the
stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f1=0.001. Since the unit of the applied
force is 1 kip whereas 1 kip of force was used in the database creation, a second factor, f2=1.0, is required. Combining the
two factors and the scaling factor for the axial load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fa= f, f2= 10'.

Table B-4: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results.

Hand Calculation Comparison
Analytical ANSYS

Location Node Number Stress (psi) Stress (psi) Error (%)
Inside node 275 24.34 24.38 0.18
Outside node 187 24.34 24.30 0.16
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Verifying the thermal stress database

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the scaling factor corresponding to
the transfer function thermal stress database, and (2) to verify the database created.. This process ensures the correctness of
the results produced by WESTEMSTM.

To benchmark and verify this portion of the database and determine the appropriate scaling factor for the thermal loads, an
arbitrary transient was used. The transient used for this benchmarking problem is defined in the data shown in Table B-6 and
Figure B-I.

Table B-6: Temperature and Film Coefficient used for the Benchmarking.

Time tzonel tzone2 tzone3 hzonel hzone2 hzone3
•() (OF) (OF) (OF)

(Btuls- (Btuls- (Btuls-
in02 -0F) in25-5F) in 2 -0F)

0.001 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
10 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
12 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
13 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
14 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
15 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
16 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
18 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
20 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
30 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
40 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
55 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
70 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
90 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
110 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
135 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
160 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
185 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
210 250 250 250 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716

m m m ~ - - m



HNP-07-119
Enclosure 3

Page 76 of 96
Harris Nuclear Plant License Renewal Audit Question and Response Database

Time tzonel tzone2 tzone3 hzonel hzone2 hzone3

(S) (OF) (*F) (OF)
(Btuls- (Btuls- (Btuls-
in2-OF) in2-OF) In 2-OF

212 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
213 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
214 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
215 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
216 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
217 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
219 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
221 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
225 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
230 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
235 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
250 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
265 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
280 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
300 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
320 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
345 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
370 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
395 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
410 550 550 550 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
470 548 548 548 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
530 546 546 546 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
590 544 544 544 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
650 542 542 542 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
710 540 540 540 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
770 538 538 538 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
830 536 536 536 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
890 534 534 534 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
950 532 532 532 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1010 530 530 530 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1070 528 528 528 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
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Time tzonel tzone2 tzone3 hzonel hzone2 hzone3
(s) _ _ F) (OF) ('F)

(Btuls- (Btuls- (Btuls-
in2..F, in2.°OF) in 2.OF)

1130 526 526 526 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1190 524 524 524 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1250 522 522 522 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1310 520 520 520 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1370 518 518 518 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1430 516 516 516' 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1490 514 514 514 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1550 512 512 512 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1610 510 510 510 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1670 508 508 508 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1730 506 506 506 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1790 504 504 504 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1850 502 502 502 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1910 500 500 500 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
1970 498 498 498 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2030 496 496 496 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2090 494 494 494 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2150 492 492 492 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2210 490 490 490 0.007716 '0.007716 0.007716
2212 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2213 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2214 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2215 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2216 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2217 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2219 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2221 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 "0.007716
2225 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2230 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2235 490". 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2250 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
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Time tzoneI tzone2 tzone3 hzonel hzone2 hzone3
(s) (OF) (OF) (OF)

(Btuls- (Btuls- (Btuls-
in 2.F) inj2.)-o in2.-OF

2265 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2280 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2300 490 . 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2320 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2345 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2370 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2395 490 490 490 0.007716 0.007716 0.007716
2410 490 490 490 .0.007716 0.007716 0.007716

* In this benchmarking transient, Zone 1, Zone 2, and Zone 3 undergo a severe thermal shock. The transient considered is
hypothetical but is intentionally made severe on the temperature rate so as to allow a vigorous examination of the integrity of
the transfer function database. The transient is shown in the Figure B-1. This transient was analyzed by both WESTEMS TM

and ANSYS. Note that the ANSYS results represent full finite element analyses whereas the WESTEMSTM results are
produced by the transfer function method, which utilizes the transfer function databases produced by ANSYS.

The metal surface temperatures for all three zones were calculated using the ID Simplified Stress Model (SSM) in
WESTEMS. The input data for this part of the calculations are shown in Table B-7. The metal surface temperature solutions
from the SSM evaluations are represented by tagnamestzonelm, tzone2m, and tzone3m, which are saved in the WESTEMS
benchmark history file.

Table B-7: Simplified Stress Models for Metal Surface Temperature Calculations.

Component Name OutPut Tag T MaterialA Temp HFilm Wall Inside Num
ID ambi Tag._A TagA Thick A Diameter A Nodes A

200 PZR tzonelm 70 3 tzonel hzonel 1.1 11.3 0
Surge
Nozzle
with

Reducer
_ Zone I

201 PZR tzone2m 70 60 tzone2 hzone2 1.56 11.88 0
I Surge _ I I
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Component Name OutPut Tag T MaterialA Temp HFilm Wall Inside Num
ID ambi TagA Tag_.A Thick A Diameter A Nodes A

Nozzle
with

Reducer
Zone 2

202 PZR tzone3m 70 2 tzone3 hzone3 3.0 12.0 0
Surge
Nozzle

with
Reducer
Zone 3

Note:

1) Material 3 is SA 182 F316 SS 1989

2) Material 60 is SB166 Alloy 600 (Rod) 1998

3) Materialf2 is SA 216 Gr WCC 1989

The results, as shown in Figures B-2 through B-1i1 (units: stress ksi, time seconds), are then graphically compared on both
the shapes and the magnitudes. It can be seen from these figures that the WESTEMSTM results compare verywell with those
calculated by ANSYS, both in magnitudes and curve shapes.

The shapes of the curves of the stresses from the WESTEMSTM analysis are visually compared with those from the ANSYS
full finite element analysis. In general, good comparisons are observed for all cases.

Overall, very good benchmarking results have been achieved which assures good results can be produced through the TFDB
created in Reference 1. In order to maintain a conservative answer a correction factor of 4% is applied, that is, f1=1.04. Since
the stress unit in the ANSYS FEA results is psi whereas the stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a
factor, f2=0.001, is required. Combining the two factors for the thermal load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is fT = f, *f

= 0.00104, which is to be registered to the ''FDBFactor" box in the WESTEMS TM ASN Analysis Models.
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Figure B-I: Benchmark Transient.

m m m m m - m m



HNP-07-119
Enclosure 3

Page 81 of 96
Harris Nuclear Plant License Renewal Audit Question and Response Database

ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZASN 1
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Figure B-2: ASN I Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.

MM mg mM M M- M M - M



HNP-07-119
Enclosure 3

Page 82 of 96
Harris Nuclear Plant License Renewal Audit Question and Response Database

ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN I
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Figure B-3: ASN I Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZ ASH 2

-A-Node I

-A-Node 11
-W-NodelI

-W-Node 11

(A

Time

Figure B-4: ASN 2 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN 2
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Figure B-S: ASN 2 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZASN 3
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Figure B-6: ASN 3 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN 3
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Figure B-7: ASN 3 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZ ASN 4
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Figure B-8: ASN 4 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN 4 
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Figure B-9: ASN 4 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZ ASN 5
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Figure B-10: ASN 5 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN 5
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Figure B-1I: ASN 5 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Benchmark Transient Loading.

The results shown below, obtained by a WESTEMS user in a Westinghouse European site, serve additional verification of
the transfer function methodology..
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Additional Thermal Stress Benchmark Results, Sample 1.
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Additional Thermal Stress Benchmark Results, Sample 2.
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
WASHINGTON, DC 20555 - 0001

July 1, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: ACRS MEMBERS

FROM: Peter Wen, Sr. Staff Engineer IRA/
Reactor Safety Branch - A
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards

SUBJECT: CERTIFICATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACRS PLANT LICENSE
RENEWAL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REGARDING SHEARON
HARRIS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT ON MAY 7, 2008- ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND

The minutes of the subject meeting, issued on June 27, 2008, have been certified as the

official record of the proceedings for that meeting. A copy of the certified minutes is attached.

Attachment: As stated

cc via e-mail: ACRS Staff Engineers
S. Duraiswamy
J. Flack



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
WASHINGTON, DC 20555 - 0001

June 27, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Peter Wen, Senior Staff Engineer
Reactor Safety Branch - A
ACRS

John Stetkar, Chairman,
Plant License Renewal Subcommittee

CERTIFICATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANT LICENSE RENEWAL REGARDING
SHEARON HARRIS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT ON MAY 7,
2008, IN ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

I hereby certify, to the best of my knowledge and belief, that the minutes of the

subject meeting on May 7, 2008, are an accurate record of the proceedings for that

meeting.

_IRAI 6127/2008
J. Stetkar, Date
Plant License Renewal Subcommittee Chairman



Certified By: J. Stetkar
Certified on June 27, 2008

Issued on: July 1, 2008

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANT LICENSE

RENEWAL REGARDING SHEARON HARRIS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
MAY 7, 2008,

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

INTRODUCTION

On May 7, 2008, the ACRS Subcommittee on Plant License Renewal held a meeting
regarding Shearon Harris Nuclear Power Plant (HNP) in Room T-2B3, 11545 Rockville
Pike, Rockville, Maryland. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the HNP
application for license renewal and NRC staff review of it. In addition to the NRC staff,
representatives from Carolina Power & Light (CP&L) (the HNP operator and the
licensee) made presentations to the Committee. The meeting was convened at 10:30
a.m. and adjourned at 3:08 p.m.

ATTENDEES

ACRS Members
John Stetkar, Subcommittee Chairman
William Shack, Member
Said Abdel-Khalik, Member
John. Barton (Consultant)
Peter Wen, Cognizant Staff Engineer

Principal NRC Speakers
S. Lee, NRR L. Lund, NRR
C. Julian, Region II

Otto Maynard, Member
Mario Bonaca, Member
John Sieber, Member
Christopher Brown (DFO)

M. Heath, NRR K. Chang, NRR

HNP Presenters
C. Burton
D. Corlett

Other Attendees

J. Caves R. Stewart C. Mallner

NRC Staff

R. Hsu
S. Sakai
R. Matthew
Y-K Chung
G. Cheruvenki
K. Green
D. Nguyen
J. Fair
R. Gullucci

B. Rogers
L. Lake
S. Jones
B. Parks
Z. Xi
F. Saba
K. Howard
M. Sayoc
Q. Gan

HNP

R. Reynolds
M. Heath
M. Fletcher

OTHER
S. Kim
M. Fallin
C. Custer
K. Putnan

OTHER

A. Saunders
W. Lunceford
J. Hilbish
P. Ghosal
L. Bohn
J. Tweddell
C. Myer



stainless tank, sits on a concrete platform, and there is an enclosure around the
tank. The one-time inspection program will be implemented to perform the aging
management-related inspection. Mr. Dave Corlett added that HNP operators
perform the normal rounds of looking into the enclosure area at least once per
day.

AMP Exceptions

Member Bonaca asked the applicant to characterize the nature of exceptions that
the HNP are taking in its AMPs. Mr. Roger Stewart of HNP staff replied that the
majority of HNP's exceptions to the GALL Report were due to either ASME Code
edition or revision of EPRI guidelines or in one case, due to the revision of NEI
97-06. Mr. Chris Mallner of HNP staff added that in a few cases, some
exceptions were taken because of the GALL Report's inadequate, prescriptive
description. He gave an example of the Brinell hardness testing, which was
specifically recommended in the GALL Report XI, M33, Selective Leaching
Program. He pointed out that almost all the applicants took this exception
because the Brinell hardness testing could be problematic. Mr. Roger Stewart of
HNP staff briefly discussed the other exceptions contained in the Fuel Oil
Chemistry Program, the One-Time Inspection of ASME Code Class 1 Small-Bore
Piping Program, and the Electric Cable Connections (E-6) Program.

Metal Fatigue TLAA

" Member Maynard asked the applicant to discuss metal fatigue issues that were
identified in recent staffs review of several other LRAs. Mr. Chris Mallner of
HNP staff replied that those technical issues are centered around the "1-D
stress" methodology, which was adopted by one vendor, used in its on-line
fatigue monitoring software, and was used in some plants' LRAs. The staffs
concern is that the simplified "1-D stress" methodology may not provide
conservative results consistently. Mr. Mallner stated that the HNP uses
Westinghouse's "WESTEMS" for the fatigue analysis software, which is different
from the "1-D stress" methodology. This WESTEMS software uses six stress
tensors to calculate the stress intensity for the fatigue evaluation, which is
consistent with the methodology described in the ASME Code. Therefore, the
metal fatigue issue discussed in the previous reviews of other plants' LRA does
not apply to the HNP license renewal.

* Mr. Robert Hsu of NRC staff described the benchmark of the software
(WESTEMS) used by the HNP. He presented a slide (Slide #30) which showed
excellent agreement of calculated stresses at one node between the results from

WESTEMS and ANSYS, a well-known stress analysis computer software.
Member Abdel-Khalik asked why showing agreement at one node location was a
representative of all other locations. Mr. Chris Mallner of HNP staff replied that
HNP generated not just one, but about 18 different plots to benchmark the
WESTEMS results. Member Maynard asked whether the other plots also
showed good agreement. Dr. Ken Chang of the staff replied that all plots
showed good agreement of WESTEMS and ANSYS results, with the calculated
component stress intensity comparison within plus/minus half a percent.

I
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NYS-26/26B & Riverkeeper TC-1/1B (Metal Fatigue) (Oct. 4, 2010)

PROPOSED AMENDED CONTENTION
NYS-26/26B & RIVERKEEPER TC-1/1B:

ATTACHMENT 12



FENOC
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company

Mark A. Manoleras 724-682-5101
Director Site Engineering Fax: 724-682-1840

July. 11, 2008
L-08-209 10 CFR 54

ATTN: Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT:
Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit Nos. I and 2
BV-1 Docket No. 50-334, License No. DPR-66
BV-2 Docket No. 50-412, License No. NPF-73
Reply to Request for Additional Information for the Review of the Beaver Valley Power
Station, Units 1 and 2, License Renewal Application (TAC Nos. MD6593 and MD6594).
and License Renewal Application Amendment No. 15

Reference 1 provided the FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company (FENOC) License
Renewal Application (LRA) for the Beaver Valley Power Station (BVPS). Reference 2
requested additional information from FENOC regarding the BVPS license renewal
integrated plant assessment in Sections B.2.27, 4.3, and 4.7.4 of the BVPS LRA.

Attachment I provides the FENOC reply to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
request for additional information. Attachment 2 provides the Regulatory Commitment
List. Enclosure A provides Amendment No. 15 to the BVPS License Renewal
Application. Enclosure B provides a copy of Westinghouse letter FENOC-08-109,
"FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company, Beaver Valley Unit 1 and 2, Responses to
NRC RAIs Regarding Pressurizer Surge Line Environmental Fatigue," Revision 1,
dated June 25, 2008.

If there are any questions or if additional information is required, please contact
Mr. Clifford I. Custer, Fleet License Renewal Project Manager, at 724-682-7139.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on
July 1_ , 2008.

MSincerel

Mark A. ManolerasA10



Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit Nos. I and 2
L-08-209 U
Page 2 U
References:
1. FENOC Letter L-07-113, "License Renewal Application," August 27, 2007.
2. NRC Letter, "Request for Additional Information for the Review of the Beaver U

Valley Power Station, Units 1 and 2, License Renewal Application (TAC Nos.
MD6593 and MD6594)," May 28, 2008.

Attachments:
1. Reply to Request for Additional Information Regarding Beaver Valley Power

Station, Units 1 and 2, License Renewal Application, Sections B.2.27, 4.3,
and 4.7.4

2. Regulatory Commitment List U
Enclosures:
A. Amendment No. 15 to the BVPS License Renewal Application
B. Westinghouse letter FENOC-08-109, "FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company,

Beaver Valley Unit I and 2, Responses to NRC RAIs Regarding Pressurizer Surge
Line Environmental Fatigue," Revision 1, dated June 25, 2008.

cc: Mr. K. L. Howard, NRC DLR Project Manager
Mr. S. J. Collins, NRC Region I Administrator

cc: w/o Attachments or Enclosures
Mr. B. E. Holian, NRC DLR Director
Mr. D. L. Werkheiser, NRC Senior Resident Inspector
Ms. N. S. Morgan, NRC DORL Project Manager
Mr. D. J. Allard, PA BRP/DEP Director
Mr. L. E. Ryan, PA BRP/DEP
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Westinghouse Non-Proprietary Class 3

W.est9inghouse.
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Westinghouse Electric Company
Nuclear Services
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230-0355
USA

Direct tel: 412-374-5216
Direct fax: 412-374-2252

e-mail: blanchk@westinghouse.com

Mr. Cliff Custer
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
Beaver Valley Power Station
P. O. Box 4
Shippingport, PA 15077 WSales Order. 49098 Li50

FENOCP.O. No.: 55106227

Our ref: FENOC-08-109, Revision I

June 25, 2008

,Note: Revision I is being issued to'change the document
to Westinghouse Non-Proprietary Class 3

FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
Beaver Valley Unit I and 2

Responses to NRC RAIs Regarding Pressurizer Surge Line Environmental Fatigue

Dear Mr. Custer:

Attached are the Westinghouse inputs to the BVPS responses for the following NRC RAIs concerning
pressurizer surge line environmental fatigue evaluations: RAI B.2.27-3, RAI 4.3-3 (b) and (c).

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Charlie Meyer at (724) 722-6017, or me at
(412) 374-5216.

Regards,
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC COMPANY

2 ,i• ý N ý2_ 
.. ;.:.

K. Blanchard
Customer Project Manager

with attachment

cc: BVRC Central File, SEB-I
Larry Hinkle - (FENOC)
Steve Buffington - (FENOC)
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1
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bce: K. Blanchard - Energy Center

N. B. Closky - Energy Center

R. R. Jewell - Energy Center

C. Meyer - Waltz Mill

M. A. Gray - Waltz Mill
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Responses to NRC Requests for Additional Information Regarding Pressurizer Surge Line
Environmental Fatigue

RAI-B.2.27-3:

During the on-site audit, the applicant stated "the surge line to hot leg nozzle, for BVPS units I and 2, is
included in a stress and fatigue model to be used in an on-line monitoring system (WESTEMS)" ...

b. Please provide the benchmarking results for the WESTEMS software using relevant transient data, and
proper 3-D model. Please justify the use of WESTEMSTM to update the CUF calculation by using the
monitored or projected transient data (cycles) and discuss the conservatisms in the calculation on a plant
specific basis.

Westinghouse Input to Response:

The following provides the benchmarking results for WESTEMSTM.

WESTEMSTM uses the transfer function method (TFM) [reference 1) to calculate six (6) components of
stresses due to time varying mechanical and thermal loads. Time varying component stresses are
calculated through wall as a function of the time varying mechanical and thermal boundary conditions.
The resulting through wall stress components are processed and categorized according ASME Section III,
Division 1, Subsection NB criteria. The processing first involves the calculation and categorization of the
membrane, bending, and peak categories of mechanical and thermal stresses. These calculations are.
performed at the stress component levels, for each time step and for each applied loading type. The
resulting stresses are then added to form the total stress and primary plus secondary stress according to
ASME rules. Stress peak selection for fatigue evaluation purposes is based on analysis of the total stress
time history and of the primary plus secondary stress time history. Both total stress and primary plus
secondary stress are retained for future consideration in online fatigue evaluations. The discussion below
will help to clarify the transfer function methodology, the transfer function database role, and provide an
example of the current benchmarking process.

The transfer function method is a mathematical device that is capable of quantifying the effects
experienced by a system due to an external disturbance, or excitation, with the aid of a characteristics
function known as transfer function. In essence, the transfer function method is a means that correlates
time-dependent behavior, in terms of input and output, of a system as seen in the thermal and dynamic
problems. Examples of "disturbance" are mechanical forces, thermal transients, etc. Examples of
"effects" include stresses, strains, displacements, temperature, etc. For typical structural applications, the
"disturbance" can be surface temperature changes T(t), pressure P variation, forces (Fx, Fy, Fz), and

moments (Mx, My, Mz) in a structural body (in vector notations: F, and M ), whereas typical "effects"
refer mostly to the stresses, displacements and metal interior temperatures.

In WESTEMSTM, the transfer function methodology uses 2 or more unit load databases that have 4 or 6
components of stress depending on the nature of the original finite element model method that was used.
If a two dimensional finite element model was used to create the transfer function database, then 4
components of stress are applicable (Sxx, Syy, Szz, Sxy). If a three dimensional model was used, then
there are 6 components of stress in the transfer function databases (Sxx, Syy, Szz, Sxy, Syz, and Szx).
Thetotal number of stress states in the transfer function databases is dependent on the complexity of the
thermal and mechanical boundary conditions being simulated.
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U
For thermal applications, the transfer function is a characteristics function of a thermal-mechanical
system. The characteristics include geometry, boundary conditions, insulation conditions, material I
properties, and thermal zones. These characteristics are all built into the transfer function for a predefined
thermal-mechanical system. Therefore, a transfer function database is fixed for a particular type of
thermal-mechanical problem. However, a single set of transfer function databases can be used to evaluate
the system responses caused by any kind of transients. This means that a transfer function database isn
created only once but can be used to obtain solutions for unlimited numbers of transient cases.

It is important to realize that thermal stresses in materials or any structural systems arising from 1
temperature transients are evolving because heat transfer is an energy transport process that will continue
until thermal equilibrium is established. This means that it requires an appreciable amount of time for a
thermally disturbed material or structural system to come to a steady state, even if the disturbance is as
brief as an impulse. In short, a thermal transient is a time-dependent problem. On the contrary, all U
mechanical loads, pressure, direct forces, and moments, encountered in the general structural applications
are treated as static problems, unless the loading rates are so high that the dynamic effects cannot be
ignored. To appropriately reflect the types of loads being dealt with, the databases are split into two
types:

a Thermal transfer Function DataBase (TFDB)
d MEchanical transfer function DataBase (MEDB). I

Westinghouse has validated the thermal stress capability of the WESTEMSTM transfer function method by
performing identical analyses using the Westinghouse transfer function method and an independent finite
element program IikeANSYS or WECAN. Examples of the predicted stress component results for
benchmarking the transfer function models are shown below. The benchmarking process is generally
performed for every transfer function database created. The following example was taken directly from
the appendix of a Westinghouse Transfer function database calculation note. The verification of I
WESTEMSTm thermal and mechanical stress calculations have been performed in the program's
verification and validation documentation. However, each application verification of the finite element
models and of the final thermal transfer function databases should be performed to show applicability to
theproblem being modeled. To do this for mechanical loads, Westinghouse verifies the finite element I
model results by comparing them to the expected theoretical values. For the time varying thermal results,
Westinghouse performs thermal stress analyses using both the finite element program and WESTEMSTm.
The example below shows these comparisons and results. Certain information has been removed and text I
has been modified in order to clarify the example, which is taken from reference 2.

Verification of the Surge Line Hot Leg Nozzle TFDB and MEDB Databases 3
Verification of the databases being used for the WESTEMSTm analyses is a required step to
ensure good analysis results. All databases are herein examined through suitable benchmarking
problems.

E
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The database files, TFDB and MEDB, generated in the unit load finite element analyses,
represent the thermal and mechanical characteristics of the structural component considered. By
using these databases, the stresses at the specified analysis sections (ASN or cut) can be evaluated
for any combination of load conditions. To correctly produce the results, each load type requires
an appropriate scaling factor, which is being developed in the following subsections. The scaling
factor provides a means to correct the effects arising from differences in the stress units used in
ANSYS and in WESTEMSTM. It also is a means that permits'non-standard unit loads to be used to
generate the database.

Verifying the Bending Moment Database - M,

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the
scaling factor corresponding to the bending moment about the x-axis portion of the database, and
(2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of the results produced by
WESTEMSTM.

Moment Mx represents bending about the global x-axis. The analysis for this bending case was
performed using an ANSYS model and documented. The applied moment is 1000 in-kips.

Consider the well known bending stress equation

(I = Mr/I

where M is the applied bending moment, r is distance from the neutral axis, and I is the
moment of inertia of the cross sectional area.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-1, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes
are both on the surge line pipe section of the model (one on the inside and one on the outside
diameter) and are remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above bending
equation can be applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

Ro 7.0 in.

Ri 5.594 in.

I = rt (Ro4 - Ri4) / 4 = 1116.6 in4

Comparisons of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-1. The results are in
good agreement. The scaling factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units
used in FE and WESTEMSTM, and the unit of the input load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can
now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi, whereas the stress unit to
be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is fl=0.001. Since the unit
of the applied moment is in-kips, Whereas 1000 in-kips of bending was used in the database
creation, a second scaling factor, f2=0.001, is required. Combining the two, the scaling factor for
the bending load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fb = f1 * f2 = 10"'.
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Table B-I: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results. I
Hand Calculation Comoarison -

Analytical ANSYS
Node Stress Stress

Location Number (psi) (psi) error (%)
Inside node 28106 5010 -5010 0.0

Outside
node 26787 6269 -6269 0.0

Note: The sign of stress produced by ANSYS was negative since
"CUT4" is in compression due to the direction of moment loading
in ANSYS.

Verifying the Torsion Database - My

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the
scaling factor corresponding to the torsion moment portion of the database, and (2) to verify the
database created. This process ensures the correctness of the results produced by WESTEMSTM.

The moment My represents the moment (or twist) about the global y-axis. The analysis for this
torsion case was performed in ANSYS and documented. The applied moment is 1000 in-kips.

Consider the well known torsion shearing stress equation

. = Mr/Ij

where M is the applied torque, r is distance from the neutral axis, and J is the polar
moment of inertia in torsion of the cross sectional area.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-2, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes
are both on the surge line pipe section of the model (one on the inside and one on the outside
diameter) and are remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above equation
can be applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

R.= 7.0 in.

Ri 5.594 in.

J = 7c (Do4 - Di4) / 32 = 2233.3 in4

Comparisons of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-2. The results are in
good agreement. The scaling factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units
used in FE and WESTEMSTm, and the unit of the input load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can
now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi, whereas the stress unit to
be used for WESTEMSrm calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f1=0.001. Since the unit
of the applied torque is in-kips, whereas 1000 in-kips of torque was used in the database creation,
a second scaling factor, f2=0.001, is required. Combining the two, the scaling factor for the
torsion load to be used for WESTEMSTm analyses is found to be f, = f, * f2 = 10-6.
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Table B-2: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results

Hand Calculation Comparison
Analytical ANSYS

Node Stress Stress error
Location Number (psi) (psi) (%)

Inside node 28106 2504.82 2531.80 -1.08
Outside

node 26787 3134.39 3131.90 0.08

Verifying the Bending Moment Database - Mz

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (1) to determine the
scaling factor corresponding to the bending moment about the z axis portion of the database, and
(2) to verify the database created. This process ensures the correctness of the results produced by
WESTEMSTM.

Moment M, represents bending about the global z-axis. The analysis for this bending case was
performed in ANSYS and documented. The applied moment is 1000 in-kips.

Consider the well known bending stress equation

Y = Mr/I

where M is the applied bending moment, r is distance from the neutral axis, and I is the
moment of inertia of the cross sectional area.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-3, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes
are both on the surge line pipe section of the model (one on the inside and one on the outside

diameter) and are remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above bending

equation can be applied.

At this location, the following data apply:

R 0 =7.0 in.

Ri= 5.594 in.

I =t(R4-Ria) / 4 = 1116.6 in 4

Comparisons of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-3. The results are in

good agreement. The scaling factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units

used in FE and WESTEMSTM, and the unit of the input load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can

now be determined. Since the stress unit in the.ANSYS FE results is psi, whereas the stress unit to

be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f 1=0.001. Since the unit

of the applied moment is in-kips, whereas 1000 in-kips of bending was used in the database

creation, a second scaling factor, f2=0.00 1, is required. Combining the two, the scaling factor for

the bending load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fb - f, * f2 = 10-6.
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Table B-3: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results. I
Hand Calculation Comparison

Analytical ANSYS
Node Stress Stress error

Location Number (psi) (psi) (%)
Inside node 28093 5010 ,-5010 0.0

Outside
node 26754 6269 -6268 0.0

Verifying the Pressure Database

A benchmarking problem is considered here, which serves two purposes: (I) to determine the
scaling factor corresponding to the pressure portion of the database, and (2) to verify the database
created. This process ensures the correctness of the results produced by WESTEMSTM.

The analysis for the pressure loading case was performed in ANSYS and documented. The
applied pressure is 1000 psi,

Consider the well known hoop stress equation for a pressurized pipe:

p R2| "+- f R2.
R 2 - Ri 2 r 2

where p is the internal pressure, R. is the outside radius, Ri is the inside radius, and r is
the radius at any point.

Two nodes, as listed in Table B-4, are considered to benchmark/verify the results. These nodes
are both on the surge line pipe section of the. model (one on the inside and one on the outside
diameter) and are remote from the reinforced section of the nozzle. Therefore, the above equation
can be applied. At this location, the following data apply:

R = 7.0 in.

R, = 5.594 in.

Comparisons of the ANSYS FE and analytical results are shown in Table B-4. The results are in
good agreement. The scaling factor, which depends on the benchmarking results, the stress units
used in FE and WESTEMSTm, and the unit of the input load for the WESTEMSTM analysis, can
now be determined. Since the stress unit in the ANSYS FE results is psi, whereas the stress unit to
be used for WESTEMSTM calculations is ksi, a required scaling factor is f1=0.001. Since the unit
of the applied pressure is psi, whereas 1000 psi of pressure was used in the database creation, a
second factor, f2=0.001, is required. Combining the two factors, the scaling factor for the pressure
load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is found to be fp =-fl * f2= 10-6.
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Table B-4: Comparison of ANSYS and Analytical Results.

Hand Calculation Comparison
Analytical ANSYS

Location Node Number Stress ( si) Stress si) error (%)
Inside node 28093 4534.48 4756.50 -4.9

Outside node 26754 3534.48 3427.00 3.0

Verifying the Thermal Stress Database

Two benchmarking problems are considered here, which serve two purposes: (1) to determine the
scaling factor corresponding to the transfer function thermal stress database, and (2) to verify the
database created.

To benchmark and verify this portion of the database and determine the appropriate scaling factor
for the thermal loads, an arbitrary shock transient and a stratification transient were used. The
transients used for this benchmarking problem are defined in the data shown in Table B-5 and
Table B-6.

Table B-5: The Transient Used for the Thermal Shock Benchmarking Case

Heat Transfer Film Coefficient
Time Temperature -Zone1 - hzonel through hzone 10

(seconds) through Zone 10 ('F) (Btu/hr-ftA2-0F)
0 100 8000
1 100 8000
10 100 8000
20 100 8000
21 500 8000
22 500 8000
23 500 8000
24 500 8000
25 500 8000
26 500 8000
27 500 8000
28 500 8000
30 500 8000
31 500 8000
40 500 8000
50 500 8000.
60 500 8000
75' 500 8000
85 ' 500 8000
95 500 8000
110 500 8000
125 500 8000
160 500 8000
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Heat Transfer Film Coefficient
Time. Temperature -Zonel - hzone I through hzone 10

(seconds) through Zone 10 (IF) (Btu/hr-ftA2-°F)
210 500 8000
410 500 8000
710 500 8000
1000 500 8000
2000 500 8000
4000 500 8000

Table B-6: The Transient Used for the Thermal Stratification Benchmarking Case

"Nozzle Top" "Nozzle Bottom" Heat Transfer Film
Temperature - Zones 1, 3, Temperature - Zones Coefficient - hzone I

Time 5, 7, 8, and 9 2,4,6, and 10 through hzone 10
(seconds) (OF) (OF) (Btu/hr-ftA2-oF)

0.001 110 110 275
19 110 110 275
21 430 110 275
22 430 110 275
23 430 110 275
24 430 110 275
25 430 110 275
26 430 110 275
27 430 !10 275
28 430 110 275
29 430 110 275
30 430 110 275
31 430 110 275
32 430 110 275
35 430 110 275
40 430 110 275
45 430 110 275
50 430 110 275
55 430 110 275
60 430 110 275
65 430 110 275
70 430 110 275
75 430 110 275
80 430 110 275
85 430 110 275
90 430 110 275
95 430 110 275
100 430 110 275
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"Nozzle Top" "Nozzle Bottom" Heat Transfer Film
Temperature - Zones 1, 3, Temperature - Zones Coefficient - hzone I

Time 5, 7, 8, and 9 2, 4, 6, and 10 through hzone 10
(seconds) (OF) (OF) (Btu/hr-ft^2-°F)

105 430 110 275
110 430 110 275
115 430 110 275
120 430 110 275
140 430 110 275
150 430. 110 275
160 430 110 275
210 430 110 275
410 430 110 275
610 430 110 275
810 430 Ito 275
1210 430 110 275
1610 430 .I110 275
2500 430 110 275
5000 430 110 275

In the shock benchmarking transient, all zones undergo a severe thermal shock. In the
stratification benchmarking transient, the surge line piping undergoes stratification with a
temperature change of 320 *F. The transients are intentionally made severe on the temperature
rate so as to allow a vigorous examination of the integrity of the transfer function database. This
set of transients was analyzed by both WESTEMSTM and ANSYS. Note that the ANSYS results
represent full finite element analyses whereas the WESTEMSTM results are produced by the
transfer function method, which utilizes the transfer function databases produced by ANSYS.

The results, as shown in Figures B-I through B-4 for the controlling location of the nozzle (units:
ksi for stress, seconds for time), are then graphically compared on both the shapes and the
magnitudes. It can be seen from these figures that the WESTEMSTM results compare very well
with those calculated by ANSYS, both in magnitudes and curve shapes for both the shock
transient loading and the stratification transient loading.

The shapes of the curves of the stresses from the WESTEMSTM analysis are visually compared
with those from the ANSYS full finite element analysis. In general, good comparisons are
observed for all cases. The stratification case shows slight differences in stress magnitude in the
steady state stratification condition, which is expected. This is caused by the inside surface film
coefficients changing values between zones, which is accounted for in ANSYS by two-
dimensional heat transfer, but is not fully accounted for in the WESTEMSTM benchmark run. The
results from WESTEMSTM predict slightly higher stresses at the stratified steady state condition,
which therefore leads to conservative answers and is not considered a concern.
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Overall, very good benchmarking results have been achieved, which assures good results can be
produced through the TFDB created. Since WESTEMSTM results are either close in magnitude or
slightly higher than the ANSYS benchmark results, the factor, f1=1.00, is applied. Since the stress
unit in the ANSYS FEA results is psi, whereas the stress unit to be used for WESTEMSTM

calculations is ksi, a factor, f2=0.001, is required. Combining the two factors, the scaling factor for
the thermal load to be used for WESTEMSTM analyses is fT= fl * f2 = 0.001, which is to be
registered to the "TFDB_Factor" box in the WESTEMSTm ASN Analysis Models.
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Figure B-I: ASN 7 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Shock Transient Loading
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Figure B-2: ASN 7 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Shock Transient Loading

ANSYS vs WESTEMS SZZASN 7

-W-Wd. i

I

a o 1000 Iw00 20" 2000 00 3500 4000 45000 0
Time (Seconds)

Figure B-3: ASN 7 Hoop Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Stratification Transient
Loading
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ANSYS vs WESTEMS SYY ASN 7
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Figure B-4: ASN 7 Axial Stress Comparison (ANSYS vs. WESTEMS) for Stratification Transient
Loading
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The results shown below, obtained by a WESTEMSTM user in a Westinghouse European site, serve as
additional verification of the transfer function methodology.

A TdwUpAWI b3XB rW&d)

A
a

0 sm ID 1 sm 20 M

Additional Thermal Stress Benchmark Results, Sample 1.
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Additional Thermal Stress Benchmark Results, Sample 2.

References:

1. "Transfer Function Method for thermal Stress and Fatigue Analysis: Technical Basis", WCAP-12315,
Westinghouse Proprietary Class 2, C. Y. Yang, May 1990.

2. Westinghouse Calculation No. CN-PAFM-07-60, Rev. 0, "Beaver Valley Unit 2: Transfer Function

Database Development for a 14-inch Hot Leg Surge Nozzle." S. F. Hankinson.
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RAI-4.3-3 (b & c)

LRA Section 4.3.3.3 discusses the effects of primary coolant environment on fatigue life. During the
audit, the applicant indicated that it will refine the analysis for NUREG/CR-6260 components in the near
future. To assist the staff it its review:

b. Please explain how the calculations for the fatigue life correction factor (Fen), used to express the
effects of the reactor coolant environment, will be performed. Specifically, how the transient pairs will
be considered in the calculations.

c.' Please describe the criteria and methodology that will be performed for the additional analyses in
calculating the CUF, including environmental effects, for the components where the CUF exceeds the
design code allowable value of 1.0.

Westinghouse Input to Response for Part b

For the surge line hot leg nozzle, reactor water environmental effects were evaluated by calculating F,,.
factors on fatigue usage using the general methodology in NUREG/CR-5704 for stainless steel.

According to this method, fatigue usage is calculated with environmental fatigue correction factors on
each load pair incremental usage as:

Un=U * Fen., + ... +Ui *Fn,i+... +Un * Fmn i

where i = 1, 2,...n
Uj = incremental fatigue usage contribution, calculated according to NB-3222.4
Ft, i = environmental fatigue penalty factor

For stainless steels, Fn is calculated as follows:

Fm = exp [0.935 - T*O*•'*]

where T* = transformed temperature

0* = transformed oxygen content

='* transformed strain rate

The terms are explained below in detail.

Thresholds are defined where the following parameters for the pair are within the following ranges for
stainless steel (per NUREG/CR-5704):

T <= 2000C

e' > 0.4%/sec
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When one of these is satisfied, the negative term in the Fe, equation above is zero, and the minimum value
of Fe, is calculated as:

Fen = exp(0.935) = 2.547

A strain amplitude threshold is also discussed in NUREG/CR-5704 and clarified in NUREG/CR-6717
(Ep <= 0.10%), where the environmental effect is insignificant (Fen = 1.0) for the pair. This was not
applied in the evaluation since pairs in this 'range did not have a significant effect on fatigue'.

T* = transformed temperature

T* = 0 (T<2000C)

T* = 1.0 (T_ Ž2000 C)

Where T = metal surface temperature of the component being considered

*= transformed oxygen content

0* = 0.260 (DO < 0.05 ppm)

O* = 0.172 (DO > 0.05 ppm)

Where DO = dissolved oxygen (DO) content (ppm).

For PWRs, it is easily assumed that: DO < 0.05 ppm.

Therefore, 0* = 0.260 for all cases for stainless steels.

e'* transformed strain rate, for stainless steels is:

E'* = 0 (e' > 0.4%/sec)

v'* = ln(s'/0.4) (0.0004 & c' < 0.4%/sec)

8'* = ln(0.0004/0.4) (E' < 0.0004%/sec)

This may be determined using various methods depending on the degree of conservatism retained
for qualification.

A detailed integrated method was used toincorporate strain rate, called the modified rate approach, where
the Fen is integrated over the strain range for the tensile strain producing cycle of the transient pair. The
modified rate approach is represented below:
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Fen = ZFenAe1

where:

Feni = Fen computed for time interval i, based on ci'=IOOAci/At. and transformed
parameters (T*), (0*), and (0*) computed for the interval

Aci = change in strain for time interval i, (ai-oi.i)fE

ai = stress intensity for time i

ai., = stress intensity for time i-I

Ati = change in time for time interval i, At = tki-ti

E = Young's Modulus

For load pairs that include dynamic OBE loading, a minimum Fen = 2.55 was used for the dynamic
portion of the strain included in the pair. This was considered to be conservative, since dynamic load
cycling occurs at a frequency that is too high for environmental effects to be significant, and an Fen = 1.0
could be justified. Based on this, when OBE occurred in a pair with a thermal transient, it was
conservative to use the Fen determined based on the thermal transient only.

The stress cycle pairs obtained from the fatigue analysis of the safe end to pipe weld of the surge line hot
leg nozzle were used to calculate F.n factors. The most dominant stress cycle pairs in these evaluations
came from the heatup and cooldown transients. Fe, for all stress cycle pairs was calculated using the F,.
modified rate approach discussed above. This approach, integrating the Ft, over the positive strain rate
portions of the pair's history, resulted in Fe, values for each stress cycle pair. After calculation of the
appropriate F,, values for the respective stress cycle pairs, the final cumulative usage factor for the surge
line hot leg nozzle with environmental effects was calculated by summing the corrected usage for each
pair.

Westinghouse Input to Response for Part c (for surge line hot leg nozzles)

The surge line hot leg nozzle fatigue analyses were performed according to the detailed methods of
ASME Code Section III, NB-3200, as permitted by the NB-3600 piping design section. The method used
to evaluate the effects of reactor water environment on the ASME fatigue usage is discussed in the
response to RAI 4.3-3.b. The NB-3200 evaluation was performed using program WESTEMSTM.

Inputi to the fatigue evaluation were provided or confirmed by'Beaver Valley engineering in a Design
Information Transmittal (DIT), "DIT-WEST-ENV-02". The information provided included the design
mechanical loads for Units I and 2. It also confirmed the applicability of thermal loads related to
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stratified and non-stratified conditions. The inputs were consistent with those used in the evaluations of 3
surge line stratification in WCAP-12727, Supplement I for Unit 1 and WCAP-12093, Supplement 5 for
Unit 2. The DIT also provided primary stresses calculated separately from the fatigue evaluations
performed by Westinghouse. I
Transients used in the fatigue evaluations were developed based on the design transients used in the
original evaluations of surge line stratification, WCAP-12727 and WCAP-12093, and updated I
information on stratification loading developed from plant operating data. Transient input information
was supplied and/or confirmed in the Beaver Valley DIT.

The fatigue evaluation followed the procedures given in the ASME Code Section III, NB-3200. Transient
loadings representing the transients defined for the surge line hot leg nozzle were input to WESTEMSTh
using binary "history files." The history files contain all the local parameter tagnames needed to calculate
stress at the controlling locations, using the WESTEMSTM Derived Value functions and transfer functions.
The methodology used to develop and benchmark transfer functions was discussed in the response to RAI
B.2.27-3.

The stress ranges, cycle pairing and fatigue usage factors were calculated using WESTEMSrm, consistent
with the ASME Code as outlined by the steps below.

I. The stress histories were calculated for stress cuts (ASNs) in structural components subjected to
thermal, pressure, and piping loads from the defined transients using the unit load transfer
function databases. WESTEMSTM model information was used to calculate stress and related
inputs for the fatigue evaluation based on ASME Section 1ii, NB-3200, methodology. Stress
component histories and stress component ranges were determined and used in the fatigue
evaluations.

2. The stress peak and valley times were determined for each transient stress history, and associated
stress component values at each selected time were input to the fatigue usage calculation.

3. The Primary plus Secondary Stress Intensity Ranges were calculated. Since the ASME Code
fatigue curves are based on elastic stress results, adjustments to the alternating stress intensity
range were required if this stress range exceeded the elastic range. In the ASME Code evaluation,
the linearized primary plus secondary stress ranges are compared to the 3 Sm allowable to'
determine if the elastic range is exceeded. If the 3Sm allowable is exceeded, then a Simplified
Elastic-plastic analysis per NB-3228.5 is performed to obtain the appropriate adjustment factor

4. Appropriatecorrection factors were calculated for each possible load set range pair formed from
the stress components at each peak and valley time.

a. Primary plus Secondary Stress Intensity Range (S,) was compared to the 3Sm allowable.
If Sn > 3 Sm, the elastic-plastic penalty factor, K., for that pair was applied, in addition to
evaluation of other requirements of NB-3228.5.
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b. If S, < 3 S., then Poisson's ratio correction factor for Local Thermal stress was calculated
according to NB-3227.6.

c. The elastic modulus correction factor, Ecwr/Eanay.yis, was calculated according to
NB-3222.4(e)(4).

5. For each load set pair, correction factors were applied, and final adjusted alternating stress, S,,
was determined. Cumulative fatigue usage was calculated using the method of NB-3222.4(e)(5)
and the appropriate material fatigue curve.

The surge line hot leg nozzle environmental fatigue evaluations are documented in WCAP-16830-P for
Unit I and WCAP-16867-P for Unit 2
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EFFECTS OF LWR COOLANT ENVIRONMENTS
ON FATIGUE DESIGN CURVES OF AUSTENITIC STAINLESS STEELS

by

0. K. Chopra

Abstract

The ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code provides rules for the construction of nuclear
power plant components. Figures 1-9.1 through 1-9.6 of Appendix I to Section III of the Code
specify fatigue design curves for structural materials. While effects of reactor coolant
environments are not explicitly addressed by the design curves, test data indicate that the
Code fatigue curves may not always be adequate in coolant environments. This report
summarizes work performed by Argonne National Laboratory on fatigue of austenitic stainless
steels in light water reactor (LWR) environments. The existing fatigue S-N data have been
evaluated to establish the effects of various material and loading variables such as steel type,
dissolved oxygen level, strain range, strain rate, and temperature on the fatigue lives of these
steels. Statistical models are presented for estimating the fatigue S-N curves as a function of
material, loading, and environmental variables. Design fatigue curves have been developed for
austenitic stainless steel components in LWR environments. The extent of conservatism in the
design fatigue curves and an alternative method for incorporating the effects of LWR coolant
environments into the ASME Code fatigue evaluations are discussed.
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hydrogen-induced cracking. Fatigue striations should not be observed if enhancement of crack
growth is caused by the slip oxidation/dissolution process.

5 Statistical Model

The fatigue S-N curves are generally expressed in terms of the Langer equation, 6 which may be
used to represent either strain amplitude in terms of life or life in terms of strain amplitude. The
parameters of the equation are commonly established through least-squares curve-fitting of the
data to minimize the sum of the square of the residual errors for either fatigue life or strain
amplitude, A predictive model based on least-squares fit on life is biased for low strain amplitude.
The model leads to probability curves that converge to a single value of strain, and fails to address
the fact that at low strain values, most of the error in life is due to uncertainty associated with
either measurement of strain or variation in fatigue limit caused by material variability. On the
other hand, a least-squares fit on strain does not work well for higher strain amplitudes.
Statistical models have been developed at ANL 3 3 ,3 4 by combining the two approaches and
minimizing the sum of the squared Cartesian distances from the data point to the predicted curve;
the models were later updated with a larger fatigue S-N data base. 3 1 The functional forms and
transformation for the different variables were based on experimental observations and data trends.

In air, the model assumes that fatigue life is independent of temperature and that strain rate
effects occur at temperatures >250'C. It is also assumed that the effect of strain rate on life
depends on temperature. One data set, obtained on Type 316 SS in room-temperature air, was
excluded from the analysis. The tests in this data set were conducted in load-control mode at
stress levels in the range of 190-230 MPa. The strain amplitudes were calculated only as elastic
strains, i.e., strain amplitudes of 0.1-0.12% (the data are shown as circles in Fig. 5, with fatigue
lives of 4 x 105 to 3 x 107). Based on cyclic stress vs. strain correlations for Type 316 SS
(Eqs. 4a-40, actual strain amplitudes for these tests should be 0.23-0.32%. In air, the fatigue life
N of Types 304 and 316 SS is expressed as

ln(N) = 6.703 - 2.030 ln(Ea - 0.126) + T* • (5a)

and that of Type 316NG, as

ln(N) = 7.422 - 1.671 ln(ta - 0.126) + T* , (5b)

where Ca is the strain amplitude (%) and T* and C* are transformed temperature and strain rate,
respectively, defined as follows:

T* = 0 (T < 250°C)
T' = I(T - 250)/52510.84 (250 < T < 400°C) (6a)

= 0 (> 0.4%/s)

= ln(i/0.4) (0.0004 :< ý < 0.4%/s)
= ln(0.0004/0.4) (t < 0.0004%/s). (6b)

In LWR environments, the fatigue lives of austenitic SSs depends on strain rate, DO level, and
temperature; the decrease in life is greater at low-DO levels and high temperatures. However,
existing data are inadequate to establish the functional form for the dependence of fatigue life on
DO level or temperature. Separate correlations have been developed for low- and high-DO levels (<
or > 0.05 ppm), and low and high temperatures (< or > 200'C). Also, a threshold strain rate of



I
I

0.4%/s and saturation rate of 0.0004%/s is assumed in the model. Furthermore, for convenience
in incorporating environmental effects into fatigue evaluations, the slope of the S-N curve in LWR 3
environments was assumed to be the same as that in air although the best-fit of the experimental
data in water yielded a slope for the S-N curve that differed from the slope of the curve that was
obtained in air. In LWR environments, the fatigue life N of Types 304 and 316 SS is expressed as 3

ln(N) = 5.768 - 2.030 ln(Ea - 0.126) + T' O (7a)

and that of Type 316NG, as I
ln(N) = 6.913 - 1.671 ln(Ea - 0.126) + T* 0 , (7b)

where the constants for transformed temperature, strain rate, and DO are defined as follows:

T* = 0 (r < 200*C)
T* = 1 (T _> 200°C) (8a)

= 0 (i > 0.4%/s)

= ln(/0.4) (0.0004 < ý < 0.4%/s) I
= ln(0.0004/0.4) (ý < 0.0004%/s) (8b)

0* = 0.260 (DO < 0.05 ppm) n
0* = 0. 172 (DO >_ 0.05 ppm). (8c)

The model is recommended for predicted fatigue lives < 106 cycles. Recent test results indicate
that for high-DO environments, conductivity of water is important for environmental effects on
fatigue life of austenitic SSs. Therefore, the above correlations may be conservative for high-DO,
i.e., Ž0.05 ppm DO, environments. The experimental values of fatigue life in air and water and
those predicted from Eqs. 5-8 are plotted in Fig. 24. The estimated fatigue S-N curves for Types I
304, 316, and 316NG SSs in air and LWR environments are shown in Figs. 5 and 25, respectively.
The predicted fatigue lives show good agreement with the experimental data. Note that the ASME
mean curve is not consistent with the existing fatigue S-N data (Fig. 5). Also, although the best-fit
of the S-N data in LWR environments (Fig. 25) yields a steeper slope, the slope of the S-N curve in
water was assumed to be the same as in air.

Upon completion of the modeling phase, the residual errors (i.e., the Cartesian distance from I
the prediction curve) should not show significant patterns, such as heteroskedasticity (changing
variance), or a nonzero slope. The residual errors for each variable, grouped by steel type and
environment (air or water), are plotted in Figs. 26-30. Most data subsets and plots I
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do not show patterns. In general, high variance tends to be associated with longer lives and lower
strain amplitudes. Furthermore, biases seem to be traceable to heat-to-heat variation.

6 Design Fatigue Curves

The design fatigue curves in the current ASME Section III Code were based on experimental
data on small polished test specimens. The curves were obtained by adjusting the best-fit curve for
the effect of mean stress and then lowering the adjusted curve by a factor of 2 on stress or 20 on
life, whichever was more conservative, at each point of the curve. The best-fit curve to the

experimental data, 5 1 expressed in terms of strain amplitude Fa (%) and fatigue cycles N, for
austenitic SSs is given by

ln[N] = 6.954 - 2.0 ln(Ea - 0.167). (9)

The mean curve, expressed in terms of stress amplitude Sa (MPa), which is the product of Fa and
elastic modulus E, is given by

Sa = 58020/(N)1/ 2 + 299.92. (10)



I

The strain-vs.-life data were converted to stress-vs.-life curves by using the room-temperature
value of 195.1 GPa (28300 ksi) for the elastic modulus. The best-fit curves were adjusted for the
effect of mean' stress by using the modified Goodman relationship 4 6

Sa(u cry for Sa<Cy, (lOa)

and S' = Sa for Sa>Cy, (lOb)

where S' is the adjusted value of stress amplitude, and a and oY are yield and ultimate strengths
of the material, respectively. The Goodman relationship assumes the maximum possible mean
stress and typically gives a conservative adjustment for mean stress, at least when environmental i
effects are not significant. The design fatigue curves were then obtained by lowering the adjusted
best-fit curve by a factor of 2 on stress or 20 on cycles, whichever was more conservative, to
account for differences and uncertainties in fatigue life associated with material and loading 3
conditions.

The same procedure has been used to develop design fatigue curves for LWR environments.
However, because of the differences between the ASME mean curve and the best-fit curve to
existing fatigue data (Fig. 5), the margin on strain for the current ASME Code design fatigue curve
is closer to 1.5 than 2. Therefore, to be consistent with the current Code design curve, a factor of
1.5 rather than 2 was used in developing the design fatigue curves from the updated statistical
models in air and LWR environments.

The design fatigue curves based on the statistical model for Types 304 and 316 SS in air and
low- and high-DO water are shown in Figs. 31-33. A similar set of curves can be obtained for Type
316NG SS. Because the fatigue life of Type 316NG is superior to that of Types 304 or 316 SS,
Figs. 31-33 may be used conservatively for Type 316NG SS. Also, as mentioned earlier, recent test
results indicate that the conductivity of water is important for environmental effects on fatigue life
of austenitic SSs in high-DO environments. Therefore, the design fatigue curves for Type 304 and
316 SS in water with Ž0.05 ppm DO (Fig. 33) may be conservative.

Although, in air at low stress levels, the differences between the current ASME Code design
curve and the design curve obtained from the updated statistical model at temperatures <250°C
have been reduced or eliminated by reducing the margin on stress from 2 to 1.5, significant i
differences still exist between the two curves. For example, at stress amplitudes >300 MPa,
estimates of life from the updated design curve are a factor of =•2 lower than those from the ASME
Code curve. Therefore, the actual margins on stress and life for the current ASME Code design
fatigue curve are 1.5 and 10, respectively, instead of 2 and 20.
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Figure 32.
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As discussed above, the existing fatigue data indicate a threshold strain range of =0.32%.
below which environmental effects on the fatigue life of austenitic SSs either do not occur or are
insignificant. This value must be adjusted for the effects of mean stress and uncertainties due to
material and loading variability. Threshold strain amplitudes are decreased by =10% to account for
mean stress effects and by a factor of 1.5 to account for uncertainties in fatigue life associated with
material and loading variability. Thus, a threshold strain amplitude of 0.097% (stress amplitude of
189 MPa) was selected, below which environmental effects on life are modest and are represented
by the design curve for temperatures <200°C (shown by the solid line in Figs. 31 and 32).



These curves can be used to perform ASME Code fatigue evaluations of components that are in
service in LWR environments. For each set of load pairs, a partial usage factor is obtained from the
appropriate design fatigue curve. Information about the service conditions, such as temperature,
strain rate, and DO level, are required for the evaluations. The procedure for obtaining these
parameters depends on whether the elapsed-time-vs.-temperature information for the transient is
available. The maximum values of temperature and DO level and the slowest strain rate during the
transient may be used for a conservative estimate of life. Note that the design curves in LWR
environments not only account for environmental effects on life but also include the difference
between the current Code design curve and the updated design curve in air, i.e., the difference i
between the solid and dashed curves in Fig. 31.

7 Fatigue Life Correction Factor I
The effects of reactor coolant environments on fatigue life have also been expressed in terms of

a fatigue life correction factor Fen, which is the ratio of the life in air at room temperature to that in
water at the service temperature. 11,5 2. 53 To incorporate environmental effects into the ASME Code
fatigue evaluation, a fatigue usage for a specific load pair, based on the current Code fatigue design
curve, is multiplied by the correction factor. A fatigue life correction factor Fen can also be obtained I
from the statistical model, where

ln(Fen) = ln(Nair) - ln(Nwater). (12) 3
From Eqs. 5a and 7a, the fatigue life correction factor relative to room-temperature air for

Types 304 and 316 SSs is given by 3
Fen = exp(0.935 - T* C 0*), (13)

where the threshold and saturation values for T*, i', and 0* are defined in Eqs. 8a-8c. At
temperatures _>200°C and strain rates <0.0004%/s, Eq. 13 yields an Fen of =15 in low-DO PWR
water (<0.05 ppm DO) and =8 in high-DO water (;0.05 ppm DO). At temperatures <200°C, Fen is
-2.5 in both low- and high-DO water at all strain rates.

8. Conservatism in Design Fatigue Curves

The overall conservatism in ASME Code fatigue evaluations has also been demonstrated in
fatigue tests on piping welds and components. 54 In air, the margins on the number of cycles to
failure for austenitic SS elbows and tees were 40-310 and 104-510, respectively. The margins for I
girth butt welds were significantly lower at 6-77. In these tests, fatigue life was expressed as the
number of cycles for the crack to penetrate through the wall, which ranged in thickness from 6 to
18 mm (0.237 to 0.719 in). The fatigue design curves represent the number of cycles that are
necessary to form a 3-mm-deep crack. Consequently, depending on wall thickness, the actual
margins to failure may be lower by a factor of >2.

Deardorff and Smith 5 5 have discussed the types and extent of conservatisms present in the 3
ASME Section III fatigue evaluations and the effects of LWR environments on fatigue margins. The
sources of conservatism include design transients considerably more severe than those experienced
in service, grouping of transients, and simplified elastic-plastic analysis. Environmental effects on i
two components, the BWR feedwater nozzle/safe end and PWR steam generator feedwater
nozzle/safe end, both constructed from LAS and known to be affected by severe thermal transients, I

i



were also investigated in the study. When environmental effects on fatigue life were not considered,
Deardorff and Smith5 5 estimated that the ratio of the CUFs for the PWR and BWR nozzles (both
constructed from LAS), computed with the mean experimental curve for test specimen data, to
CUFs computed with the Code fatigue design curve were =60 and 90, respectively. To maintain the
factor of 20 on life that was used in the present Code fatigue design curves to account for the
uncertainties due to material and loading variability, the margins for the PWR and BWR nozzles are
reduced to 3 and 4.5, respectively. These results suggest that, for carbon and low-alloy steels, the
Code Design procedures provide some margin in life that can be used to account for environmental
effects on life. However, as noted previously in Section 6, the Code fatigue design curve for
austenitic SSs is not consistent with the existing fatigue S-N data; the actual margins on stress
and life are 1.5 and 10, respectively, instead of 2 and 20. Consequently, the Code fatigue design
curve for austenitic SSs provides little or no margin in life to account for environmental effects.

Data available in the literature have been reviewed to evaluate the effects of various material,
loading, and environmental variables on the fatigue life of structural materials in air and LWR
environments. 3 3 The subfactors that may be used to account for the effects of these variables on
fatigue life are summarized in Table 5. The factors on strain primarily account for variation in the
fatigue limit of a material caused by material variability, component size and surface finish, and
loading history. Because the reduction in fatigue life is associated with the growth of short cracks
(<100 pin), the effects of these variables on threshold strain are typically not cumulative but rather
are controlled by the variable that has the largest effect. The values in Table 5 suggest that a factor
of at least 1.5 on strain and 10 on cycles is needed to account for the differences and uncertainties
of relating the fatigue lives of laboratory test specimens to those of large components. Beacuse SSs
develop a corrosion scale in LWR environments, the effect of surface finish may not be significant;
the subfactor on life to account for surface finish effects may be as low as 1.5 or may be eliminated
completely. Therefore, a factor of 1.5 or 2 on life may be able to account for the effects of
environment on the fatigue lives of austenitic SSs.

Table 5. Subfactors that may be used to account for effects of various variables on
fatigue life

Variable Factor on Life Factor on Strain

Material variability and experimental scatter 2.5 1.4-1.7

Size 1.4 1.25

Surface finish 2.0-3.0 1.3

Loading history 1.5-2.5 1.5

Total adjustment 10.0-26.0 1.5-1.7

9 Fatigue Evaluations in LWR Environments

Section III of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code contains rules for the construction of
nuclear power plant Class 1 components. 5 It provides requirements for designs that will withstand
cyclic loadings on a structural component that occur because of changes in mechanical and
thermal loadings as the system goes from one load set (pressure, temperature, moment, and force)
to any other load set. ASME Section III, NB-3600 (piping design) methodology is used exclusively
for piping and sometimes for branch nozzles. ASME Section III, NB-3200 (design by analysis)
methodology is generally used for vessels and frequently for nozzles. In both cases, the various sets
of load states at the most highly stressed locations in the component are defined first. The load
states are defined in terms of the three principal stresses in NB-3200 methodology, and in terms of
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EFFECTS OF LWR COOLANT ENVIRONMENTS
ON FATIGUE DESIGN CURVES OF CARBON AND LOW-ALLOY STEELS

by

0. K. Chopra and W. J. Shack

Abstract

The ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code provides rules for the construction of nuclear
power plant components. Figures 1-9.1 through 1-9.6 of Appendix I to Section III of the Code

-specify fatigue design curves for structural materials. While effects of reactor coolant
environments are not explicitly addressed by the design curves, test data indicate that the
Code fatigue curves may not always be adequate in coolant environments. This report
summarizes work performed by Argonne National Laboratory on fatigue of carbon and
low-alloy steels in light water reactor (LWR) environments. The existing fatigue S-N data have
been evaluated to establish the effects of various material and loading variables such as steel
type, dissolved oxygen level, strain range, strain rate, temperature, orientation, and sulfur
content on the fatigue life of these steels. Statistical models have been developed for
estimating the fatigue S-N curves as a function of material, loading, and environmental
variables. The results have been used to estimate the probability of fatigue cracking of reactor
components. The different methods for incorporating the effects of LWR coolant environments
on the ASME Code fatigue design curves are presented.
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5 Statistical Model

5.1 Modeling Choices

In attempting to develop a statistical model from incomplete data and where physical
processes are only partially understood, care must be taken to avoid overfitting the data.
Different functional forms of the predictive equations (e.g., different procedures for
transforming the measured variables into data used for fitting equations) were tried for several
aspects of the model. Fatigue S-N data are generally expressed by Eq. 1.1, which may be
rearranged to express fatigue life N in terms of strain amplitude ea as

ln(N) = lInB - ln(ca - A)]/b. (5.1)

Additional terms may be added to the model that would improve agreement with the
current data set. However, such changes may not hold true in other data sets, and the model
would typically be less robust, i.e., it would not predict new data well. In general, complexity
in a statistical model is undesirable unless it is consistent with accepted physical processes.
Although there are statistical tools that can help manage the tradeoff between robustness and
detail in the model, engineering judgment is required. Model features that would be counter to
known effects are excluded. Features that are consistent with previous studies use such
results as guidance, e.g., defining the threshold or saturation values for an effect, but where
there are differences from previous findings, the reasons for the differences are evaluated and
an appropriate set of assumptions is incorporated into the model.

5.2 Least-Squares Modeling within a Fixed Structure

The parameters of the model are commonly established through least-squares
curve-fitting of the data to either Eq. 1.1 or 5.1. An optimization program sets the parameters
so as to minimize the sum of the square of the residual errors, which are the differences
between the predicted and actual values of Ca or ln(N). A predictive model based on
least-squares fit on ln(N) is biased for low Ea; in particular, runoff data cannot be included.
The model also leads to probability curves that converge to a single value of threshold strain.
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However, the model fails to address the fact that at low Fa, most of the error in life is due to
uncertainty associated with either measurement of stress or strain or variation in threshold
strain caused by material variability. On the other hand, a least-squares fit on Ea does not
work well for higher strain amplitudes. The two kinds of models are merely transformations of
each other, although the precise values of the coefficients differ. 3

!I
Figure 69.I

A YSchematic of least-squares curve-fitting
of data by minimizing sum of squared

Cartesian distances from data points to
predicted curve

10Z 103 10 4 1ts0 10 70 10e

Cyles lo Fullura, N• 3
The statistical models 2 7. 2 8 were developed by combining the two approaches and

minimizing the sum of squared Cartesian distances from the data points to the predicted curve

(Fig. 69). For low Fa, this is very close to optimizing the sum of squared errors in predicted ca; I
at high La, it is very close to optimizing the sum of squared errors in predicted life; and at
medium ea, this model combines both factors. However, because the model includes many
nonlinear transformations of variables and because different variables affect different parts of I
the data, the actual functional form and transformations are partly responsible for minimizing
the squares of the errors. The functional forms and transformation are chosen a priori, and no

direct computational means exist for establishing them.

To perform the optimization, it was necessary to normalize the x and y axes by assigning
relative weights to be used in combining the error in life and strain amplitude because x and y

axes are not in comparable units. In this analysis, errors in strain amplitude (%/) are weighted I
20 times as heavily as errors in In(N). A value of 20 was selected for two related reasons.
First, this factor leads to approximately equal weighting of low- and high-strain-amplitude

data in the least-squared error computation of model coefficients. Second, when applied to
the model to generate probability curves, it yielded a standard deviation on strain amplitude
comparable to that obtained from the best-fit of the high cycle fatigue data to Eq. 1.1.

Because there is necessarily judgment applied in the selection of this value, a sensitivity
analysis was performed, and it showed that the coefficients of the model do not change much
for weight factors between 10 and 25. Distance from the curve was estimated as

D {(x - R)2 + [k(y - ?)1} . (5.2)/2

where R and 5 represent predicted values, and k = 20. 3

I
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5.3 The Model

Based on the existing fatigue S-N data base, statistical models have been developed for
estimating the effects of material and loading conditions on the fatigue lives of CSs and
LASs. 27 ,28 The dependence of fatigue life on DO level has been modified because it was
determined that in the range of 0.05-0.5 ppm, the effect of DO was more logarithmic than
linear.4 5 ,9 3 In this report, the models have been further optimized with a larger fatigue S-N
data base. Because of the conflicting possibilities that with decreasing strain rate, fatigue life
may either be unaffected, decrease for some heats, or increase for others, effects of strain rate
in air were not explicitly considered in the model. The effects of orientation, i.e., size and
distribution of sulfide inclusions, on fatigue life were also excluded because the existing data
base does not include information on sulfide distribution and morphology. In air, the fatigue
data for CSs are best represented by

ln(N25) = 6.595 - 1.975 ln(ea- 0.113) - 0.00124 T (5.3a)

and for LASs by

ln(N2 5 ) = 6.658 - 1.808 ln(Ea - 0.151) - 0.00124 T. (5.3b)

In LWR environments, the fatigue data for CSs are best represented by

ln(N25) = 6.010 - 1.975 ln(ea- 0.113) + 0.101 S* T* 0*k* (5.4a)

and for LASs by

ln(N25) = 5.729 - 1.808 ln(ea- 0.151) + 0.101 S* T* 0 *, (5.4b)

where S*, T*, O*, and k* = transformed sulfur content, temperature, DO, and strain rate,
respectively, defined as follows:

S* = S (0 < S _5 0.015 wt.%)
S* = 0.015 (S >0.015 wt.%) (5.5a)

T* = 0 (T < 150*C)
T*= T- 150 (T = 150-350°C) (5.5b)

0' = 0 (DO <0.05 ppm)
0' = In(DO/0.04) (0.05 ppm _DO •0.5 ppm)
0* = ln(12.5) (DO >0.5 ppm) (5.5c)

* =0 (t >1%/s)
k*= ln(e) (0.001 <ek 1 %/s)
e* = ln(O.O01) (t <0.001 %/s) (5.5d)

The functional form and bounding values of the transformed parameters S*, T*, 0*, and 4*
were based upon experimental observations and data trends discussed in Sec'tion 4,2.
Significant features of the model for estimating fatigue life in LWR environments are as follows:
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(a) The model assumes that environmental effects on fatigue life occur primarily during, the
tensile•-oading cycle; minor effects during the compressive loading cycle have been
excluded. Consequently, the loading and environmental conditions, e.g.., temperature,
strain rate, and DO, during the tensile-loading cycle are used for estimating fatigue lives.

(b) When any one of the threshold condition is not satisfied, e.g., <0.05 ppm DO in water, the l
effect of strain rate is not considered in the model, although limited data indicate that
heats of steel that are sensitive to strain rate in air also show a decrease in life in water
with decreasing strain rate.

(c) The model assumes a linear dependence of S* on S content in steel and saturation at
0.015 wt.% S.

The model is recommended for predicted fatigue lives of • 06 cycles. For fatigue lives of 106 to
108 cycles, the results should be. used with caution because, in. this range, the model is based
on. very limited data obtained from relatively few heats of material.

The estimated and experimental S-N curves for CS and LAS in air at room temperature
and 288°C are shown in Fig. 70. The mean curves used in developing the ASME Code design I
curve and the average curves of Higuchi and Iida 7 are also included in the figure. The results

indicate that the ASME mean curve for carbon steels is not consistent with the experimental
data; at strain amplitudes <0.2%, the mean curve predicts significantly lower fatigue lives than .1
those observed experimentally. The estimated curve for low-alloy steels is comparable with
the ASME mean curve. For both steels, Eq. 5.3 shows good agreement with the average curves
of Higuchi and lida. 3
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Figure 70. Fatigue S-N behavior for carbon and low-alloy steels estimated from model and
determined experimentally in air at room temperature 1

5.4 Distribution of Fatigue Life.

For a given steel type, the average distance of data points from the mean curve does not
vary much for different environmental conditions. To develop a distribution on life,, we-start
with the assumption that there are three sources of prediction error: (a) measurement errors

61 NUREG/CR-6583

I



for the applied strain amplitude, (b) variations in the threshold strain amplitude due to
material variability, and (c) errors due to uncertainty in test and material conditions or other
unexplained variation. Because measurement errors are small at high strain amplitudes, the
standard deviation of distance from the mean curve at high strain amplitudes is a good
measure of the scatter in fatigue life due to unexplained variations. At low amplitudes where
the S-N curve is almost horizontal, the errors (as measured by the distance from the mean
curve) are dominated by the variation in strain amplitude. The standard deviation of the error
in strain amplitude was taken to be equal to the standard deviation in the predicted fatigue life
divided by a factor of 20 consistent with the weighting factor used for optimization. The
standard deviation on life was 0.52 for CSs and LASs. These results can be combined with
Eq. 5.3 to estimate the distribution in life for smooth test specimens. In air, the xth percentile
of the distribution on life N2 5[x] for CSs is

ln(N2 5) = 6.595 + 0.52 F- 1 [x] - 1.975 ln(Ca - O. 11 3 + 0.026 F-1[1-xI) - 0.00124 T (5.6a)

and for LASs it is

ln(N2 5) = 6.658 + 0.52 F-1 [x] - 1.808 ln(Ea - 0.151 + 0.026 F- l1-x)) - 0.00124 T. (5.6b)

In LWR environments, the xth percentile of the distribution on life N2 5[x] for CSs is

ln(N25) = 6.010 + 0.52 F-l[x] - 1.975 ln(ea - 0. 113 + 0.026 F-1 [1-x])

+ 0. 101 S* To 0* e* (5.7a)

and for LASs it is

In(N25) = 5,729 + 0.52 F-1[x) - 1.808 ln(Ea - 0.151 + 0.026 F-'[1-xJ)

+ 0.101 S* T* e*. (5.7b)

The parameters S*, T*, 0*, and k* are defined in Eqs. 5.5, and F-l[-] denotes the inverse of the
standard normal cumulative distribution function. The coefficients of distribution functions
F-1 lx] and F-11[-x] represent the standard deviation on life and strain amplitude, respectively.
For convenience, values of the inverse of standard normal cumulative distribution function in
Eqs. 5.6 and 5.7 are given in Table 3. The standard deviation of 0.026 on strain amplitude
obtained from the analysis may be an overly conservative value. A more realistic value for the
standard deviation on strain could be obtained by analysis of the fatigue limits of different
heats of material. The existing data are inadequate for such an analysis because (a) not
enough heats of materials are included in the data base, and (b) there are very few high-cycle
fatigue data for accurate estimations of the fatigue limit for specific heats.

The estimated probability curves for the fatigue life of CSs and LASs in an air and LWR
environments in Figs. 71-73 show good agreement with experimental data; nearly all of the
data are bounded by the 5% probability curve. Relative to the 50% probability curve, the 5%
probability curve is a factor of -2.5 lower in life at strain amplitudes >0.3% and a factor of
1.4-1.7 lower in strain at <0.2% strain amplitudes. Similarly, the 1% probability curve is a
factor of =3.7 lower in life and a factor of 1.7-2.2 lower in strain.
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Table 3. Inverse of standard cumulative distribution function
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Figure .71. Experimental data and probability of fatigue cracking in carbon and low-alloy steel

test specimens in air
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Figure 72. Experimental data and probability of fatigue cracking in carbon and low-alloy steel
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As with other aspects of this model, the estimates of the probability of cracking should
not be extrapolated much beyond the data. The probabilities assume a normal distribution,
which is consistent with the data for most of the range. The existing data are not sufficient to
determine precise distributions because more data are required to estimate distributions than
to estimate the mean curve. However, the assumption of normality is reasonable (and
conservative) down to 0.1-1% probability of cracking and it is empirically verified by theI
number of data points that fall below the respective curves. The probability is not expected to
deviate significantly from the normal curve for another order of magnitude (one more standard
deviation) even if the probability distribution is not the same. Because estimates of extremely I
low or high probabilities are sensitive to the choice of distribution, the probability distribution
curves should not be extrapolated beyond 0.02% probability.

6 Fatigue Life Correction Factor

An alternative approach for incorporating the effects of reactor coolant environments on 3
fatigue S-N curves has been proposed by the Environmental Fatigue Data (EFD) Committee of
the Thermal and Nuclear Power Engineering Society (TENPES) of Japan.* A fatigue life
correction factor Fen is defined as the ratio of the life in air at room temperature to that in l
water at the service temperature. The fatigue usage for a specific load pair based on the
current Code fatigue design curve is multiplied by the correction factor to account for the
environmental effects. Note that the fatigue life correction factor does not account for any
differences that might exist between the current ASME mean air curves and the present mean
air curves developed from a larger data base. The specific expression for Fen, proposed
initially by Higuchi and Iida, 7 assumes that life in the environment Nwater is related to life in
air Nair at room temperature through a power-law dependence on the strain rate

= Nwater (6.la)

or ln(Fen) = ln(Nar)- ln(Nwater) = -Pln(E). (6. Ib)

In air at room temperature, the fatigue life Nair of CSs is expressed as i
ln(Nair) = 6.653 - 2.119 ln(Ea- 0.108) (6.2a)

and for LASs by

ln(Nair) = 6.578 - 1.761 ln(ga- 0.140), (6.2b) I
where ea is the applied strain amplitude (%). Only the tensile loading cycle is considered to be
important for environmental effects on fatigue life. The exponent P is a product of a
environmental factor Rp, which depends on temperature T (*C) and DO level (ppm), and a
material factor Pc, which depends on the ultimate tensile strength au (MPa) and sulfur content
S (wt/.%) of the steel. Thus U

P = Rp PC, (6.3a)

Presented at the Pressure Vessel Research Council Meeting, April 1996, Orlando, FL. I
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P, = 0.864 - 0.00092 au + 14.6 S,

R RpT - 0. 2 In(DO)+1.75RpT -O.035,ad 2.64

and RpT =0. 198 exp(0.00557T).

0.2 5 Rp - RpT

(6.3b)

(6.3c)

(6.3d)

The fatigue lives of carbon and low-alloy steels measured experimentally and those estimated
from the statistical and EFD models are shown in Figs. 74-78. Although the EFD correlations
for exponent P were based entirely on data for carbon steels, Eqs. 6.3a-6.3d were also used for
estimating the fatigue lives of LASs. Also, au in Eq. 6.3b was assumed to be 520 and
650 MPa, respectively, for CSs and LASs. The significant differences between the two models
are as follows:

(a) The EFD correlations have been developed from data for CSs alone.
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Figure 74. Experimental fatigue lives and those estimated from statistical and EFD models for
carbon and low-alloy steels in simulated PWR water
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Figure 75. Experimental fatigue lives and those estimated from statistical and EFD models for
carbon and low-alloy steels in water at temperatures below 150'C
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that estimated from statistical and EFD models
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Figure 78. Dependence on dissolved oxygen of fatigue life of carbon steels observed
experimentally and that estimated from statistical and EFD models

(b) The statistical model assumes that the effects of strain rate on fatigue life saturate below
0.001%/s, Fig. 77. Such a saturation is not considered in the EFD model.

(c) A threshold temperature of 150*C below which environmental effects on fatigue life are
modest is incorporated in the statistical model but not in the EFD model.

(d) The EFD model includes the effect of tensile strength on fatigue life of CSs in LWR
environments.

Another estimate of the fatigue life correction. factor Fen can also be obtained from the
statistical model. Since

ln(Fen ) = ln(Nair) - ln(Nwater ), (6.4)

from Eqs. 5.3a and 5.4a, the fatigue life correction factor for CSs is given by
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ln(Fen) = 0.585 - 0.00124T - 0.l0lS*T*O** (6.5a)

and from Eqs. 5.3b and 5.4b, the fatigue life correction factor for LASs is given by

In(Fen) = 0.929-0.00124T-O.101S*T*O*Y*, (6.5b) n

where the threshold and saturation values for S*, T*, O*, and e* are defined in Eqs. 5.5. A
value of 25°C is used for T in Eqs. 6.5a and 6.5b if the fatigue life correction factor is defined
relative to RT air. Otherwise, both T and T* represent the service temperature. A fatigue life I
correction factor Fen based on the statistical model has been proposed as part of a
nonmandatory Appendix to ASME Section IX fatigue evaluations. 94. 9 5

7 Fatigue S-N Curves for Components

The current ASME Section III Code design fatigue curves were based on experimental data 3
on small polished test specimens. The best-fit or mean curve to the experimental data used to
develop the Code design curve, expressed in terms of stress amplitude Sa (MPa) and fatigue
cycles N, for carbon steels is given by i

S. = 59,736/4N + 149.24 (7.1 a)

and for low-alloy steels by I
S, = 49,222/4N + 265.45. (7.1b)

The stress amplitude S. is the product of strain amplitude Ea and elastic modulus E; the room
temperature value of 206.8 GPa (30,000 ksi) for the elastic modulus for carbon and low-alloy
steels was used in converting the experimental strain-versus-life data to stress-versus-life

curves. To obtain design fatigue curves the best-fit curves (Eqs. 7.1a and 7.1b) were first
adjusted for the effect of mean stress based on the modified Goodman relation

S: =S~J(0- for Sa<ay, (7.2a)

and I

S= Si for S>a.y, (7.2b)

where S' is the adjusted value of stress amplitude, and a and au are yield and ultimate

strengths of the material; respectively. The Goodman relation assumes the maximum possible
mean stress and typically gives a conservative adjustment for mean stress at least when

environmental effects are not significant. The design fatigue curves were then obtained by
lowering the adjusted best-fit curve by a factor of 2 on stress or 20 on cycles, whichever was
more conservative, at each point on the curve. The factor of 20 on cycles was intended to

account for the uncertainties in fatigue life associated with material and loading conditions, U
and the factor of 2 on strain was intended to account for uncertainties in threshold strain
caused by material variability. This procedure is illustrated for CSs and LASs in Fig. 79.
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R&D.Status Report
NUCLEAR POWER DIVISION
John J. Taylor, Director

8WR WATER-CHEMISIRY

Many of the stress corrosion problems In
bblllng-water reactors (BWRsy) esult fiom the
presence eta very.small amount ofdissolved
o.xygqn In -the,.reactor :watern Radlolyais.-In
the reactor core.contlnually'decomposes a
small amount'of the very purewater~used In
8WRs Into free orygen and hydrogen. Most
ofl;thegas Is. stripped-tfoor the, water.by the
sweem,.weevrg only trace amount s or oxygen
and hydrogen dliasslved in the reactor-water.
Although the amount of dissolved oxygen Is
onlyabout200 ppb, It is sufficient to facilitate.
stress corrosion 6racking. Hydrogen water
chemistry can reduce dissolved oxygen to
'a level that wfi/. no longer -facltate stress
corrosion.

Pipecracldhigln BWRsifirstcameto the atten-
tion of U.S. electric utilities In 1974. This
problem has resUlted in costly repairs and
lost operating time. The potential serious-
ness of.the problem was.recently emphasized
by the discovery of cracks In large-diameter
(26-1n; -660-mm) recirculation piping at a
domestic BWR.. These cracks.necessitated
replacement 'of the complete recirculatlon
piping system and will cost 12 to'18 months
of operating time.

Earlier EPRI reports (EPRI journal, Sep.
tember-1981, p. 6; November 1981, p. 18)
have helped familiarize the Industry with the
various factors Involved In pipe craýidng. In.
most cases, cracks have resulted from Inter-.
granulear stress corrosion cracking (IGSCC).
This status report describes how changing
reactor water chemistry can help prevent
IGSCC.

Three conditions must be present simulta-
neously for IGSCC to occur stress, a sensi-
tized microstructure, and an environment
(water chemistry and temperature) that will
facllitate.craclicng. Theoretically, no pipe will
ever crack it any one tactor is Completely
eliminated. Eight pipe-cracking remedies
have been developed: three- that affect
stress, three that affect sensitIzation, and
two that affect environment (Table 1). By
their very nature, all the stress and sensiti-
zation remedies are limited to the specific
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Component t6 which they are applied. For
eXample, induction heating stress-improve-
mepnt, affects, cracking in the pipe. weld to
which it is applied; it does not affect any
other. weld. Only thewater.chemistry reme-
dies have .the potential.-of -protecting. the
wholesystem.

The water In a BWR Is similea in purity to
laboratory distilled water, It is'converted. Into

and shutdowns oxygen concentration varies
with temperature (Figure 1). The important
question-of which ,temperatureroxysen. corn-
binations jacNli/tte. .IGSCC has been an-
swered in prtt under.EPRI research (RP.1332
and"RPT115): The' shaded IGSCCf., danger
zone In .the' figure. represents those combi-
nations. •

Reducing. ogen. levels, during reactor
- - *-- .-

liquid aganW after passing through. the tur- .

bine, and, reconverted lhto steam *on re&-
entering the core. This- process Is repeated
continuously.

During reactor operaition, radiolysis In the
reactor core continually decomposes a smarll
amount of water to form. tree -oxygen an-
hydrogen. Most of the oxygen-and hydrogen1
Is stripped from the water by thecsteemn and'
is subsequently removed from the water cir-
cuit by special equipment In the condenser.
However, about 200 ppb oxygen and 12 ppb
hydrogen remain .dissolved in the water in
the core when the-reactOr Is at the steady-
state full-power operating tempeiature
(288"C; 550°F). During reactor startups

Table 1
CAUSES AND REMEDIES FOR

BWR PIPE CRACKING

bemn-highi pulcze nthe BWR Industry.
'Although helpiu. duiring transients. this rem-
edy does little, It anything, to: ieduce pipe
cracking during steady-state conditions
(RP1332-2, RPTI12-1, RPT115-3. RPT115-4).
Deaeratlon':doe- not affect oxygen-levels
during steady-state operating conditions,
which detkiitely.kialitate IGSCC. The amount
of time spent at steady stale Is about 140
times greater than the amount of. time spent
In startups. Therefore, to reduce tGSCC fur-
ther, It Is necessary to change'water chem-
istry during Steady-state. conditions.

Hydrogen water chemistry
In hydrogen water chemistry, small amounts
of hydrogen gas are added to the reactor

* feedwater. In the reactor core the added
hydrogen recombines with oxygen and other
radlolyais -products to suppress- the net
amount of oxygen produced at the steady-
state temperature (Figure 1).

Although .hydrogen water chemistry ex-
periments were conducted over 20 years
agd In several early Norwegian and U.S.
test reactors, the concept was not further
developed until 1979, when the Swedish utfl-

"Itles and ASEA-Atom conducted a short
elght-hour test of hydrogen water chemistry
at Oskarghamn-2 and.dernonstrated that hy-
drogen water chemistry was economically

,feasible. In 1981 the Swedes conducted a
second test at Oskarshamn-2 for four days
and obtained detailed water chemistry mea-
surements. These tests showed that hydro-
gen water chemistry lowered the oxygen
Concentration tolevels that would no longer
be expected to facilitate stress corrosion.
However, no actual In-reactor corrosion tests
were performed. In June 1982 DOE funded

Cause

Stress

Remedy

Induction heating stress
improvement.

Heat sink weldinrg
Last-pass heat sink welding

Sensitization Solution heat treatment.
Corrosion-Iesistant cladding
Alternative materials

Environment Hydrogen water chemaitny
impurity control
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Re dur•ng startup, shutdown, normal steady state, and hydrogen w ater chemnistry steady stale. theto react with the N-16 to form NOR-: teN.-16

combines with the hydrogen to form ammo-
nia, NH.. Ammonia is a volatile gas and is
therefore removed from the water by the
steam. The N-16 is a very unstable Isotope

and decays with a half-Mile of 7.11 a, giving
off high-energy gamma rays. Because more
N-16 6nds up in the steam when hydrogen
water chemistry is used, the steam tines and

* . . steam turbine will emit more gamma radia-
•. * .ltion than when normal BWR water chemistry

2. °is used. At Dresden-2, the amount of N-16
gamma radiation Increased by a factor of 5
during the hydrogen water chemistry lest.
The turbine is heavily shielded and therefore

Normal- the Increase in N-16 did not significantly
steady increase the radiation dose rate to plant$ state personnel. In general, the N-16 side effect

S" t"was manageable during the tests at Oresden-
• 2. When maintenance crews had to enter an

area where N-16 radiation was high, the hy-
drogen Injection was stopped, and N-16
radiation levels quickly returned to normal.

Hydro~en water . After the maintenance crew left the area, the
chmi7r hydrogen Injection'wassresumed.steady st . The major uncertainties about hydrogen

water chemistry revolve around the possibil-

ity. of long-term negative side effects. The

0 50 100 150 - 200 250 3W two most important concerns are the hydro-
gen ernbrittlement of the nuclear fuel clad-

Temperature (-C) ding and the redistribution ot corrosion

products (radiation buildup) within the plant.
Although the best technical judgment avail-
able indicates that the possibility of either of
these efiects becoming unmanageable is

drogen water chemistry expert- To achieve an oxygen level of 20 ppb extremely remote, there Is no data base on
mmonwealth Edison Co.'s Ores- during the Dresden-2 test, It was necessary which to build firm conclusions. At least one

During this experiment, EPRI to add 1,5 ppm hydrogen to the feedwvater fuel cycle with hydrogen water chemistry will
n-reactor stress corrosion tests and to use pure oxygen in the off-gas system be required before a recommendation can
confirm hydrogen water chain- instead of air. The total cost of bothi hydro- be made to the utilities. EPRI is developing a
werful antidote for stress corro- gen and oxygen was less than $1000/day, long-term in-reactor test program to address
ns (RP1930-2). A $1 million EPRI Ifra BWR had a 70% capacity factor and a these major uncertainties.
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a 30-day hy
ment at Cor
den-2 plant
sponsored I
that helped
istry as a po
sion problen
laboratory research project on hydrogen
Water chemistry, which has been In progress
for two years, supports this conclusion
(RPt930-1).

The combined results of the In-reactor
and laboratory IGSCC tests show that the
oxygen level must be suppressed.to 20 pPb
to eliminate IGSCC completely, For example,
during the Dresden-2 test, a severely sensi-
tized sample1 ote stainless steel was tested
under extreme stress and strain, and abso-
lutely no IGSCC was detected. In laboratory
tests on.full-scale pipes the growth rates of
preexisting cracks have been slowed by a
factor of 10 as a result of hydrogen water
chemistry.. If no cracks are present before
hydrogen treatment of water, no new cracks
are expected to start. -

remaining lifetime of 20 years. the total
would be about $5 million:.Equiptiient instal-
lation would cost an additional $1 million.
In contrast, replacement of a complete re-

.circulation piping system is estimated to cost
on the order of $500 million, including the
cost of replacement power.

Although the stress corrosion benefits
from hydrogen water chemistry are expected
to be very high, at least one negative side'
effect exists. The amount of the radioactive
isotope nitrogen-16 (N-16) in the steam will
increase; The N-1 is formed in the reactor.
core by the nuclear reaction: oxygen-16 +
neutron - nftrogen-l6 + proton. Under-
normal water chemistry conditions the N-16
reacts with dissolved oxygen to form nitrate
(NOi-). which is soluble in the reactor water.

Control of impurities

Although reactor water contains Impurities
In srhall amounts (at the pplm or'ppb levels),
BWFRs generally operate with high-purity
water. For example, NRC guidelines spec-
ify that reactor water chloride (CI) con-
centratlon be kept below 0.2 ppm and the
conductivity below 1 cS/cm during plant
operation. A solution containing 1 ppm of
sodium chloride (NaCI) would have a con-
ductivity of about 2 pS/cm and a CI concen-
tration of 0.6 ppm. Therefore, 1 ppm ot NaCI
would exceed the NRC specifications. The
results of EPRI research projects haveshown
that maintaining water purity may be just
as Important as controlling oxygen levels'
(RPl563.2, RPT115-3, RPTt15-6).. Impuri-
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ties increase the size of the IGSCC danger maintenance or repair work during an outage
-zone,. . - . -. attributed to another system or component.
" In accelerated lab6ratory GSCO" tests as'-..Thus, although the 'valve could be consid-

little as 1.ppm of certain Impurities" eradl- ered a contributing cause of the outage, this
cated hydrogen water chemistry benefits. is not reflected in the reported data.
To benefit Irom hydrogen water chemistry, Nuclear plant data collection and evalua-
utilities will have to control both oxygen tion systems originally had many shortcom-
levels and conductivity. Reactor water with Ings. As a result of Improvements in these
only 20 ppb oxygen and a conductivity in the systems, data quantity and usefulness have
Vicinity of 0.2 pS/cm may eliminate any pos- been increased. Other existing sources of
sibility of IGSCC. EPRI has recently stepped Information remain to be'assimilated, how-
up Its research to understand the role of ever, to achieve a comprehensive view of
Impurities In an effort to produce cost-effec- the problem. EPRI's limiting-factors analysis
tive Water chemistry guidelines. Projec. studies, the findings of which are published

• Manager. Michael Fox In four reports (NP.1136 through NP-.1139),
provide further insight into the causes and
the magnitude of nuclear plant availability

VALVE RESEARCH losses attributable to valves.
The primary goal of valve research In EPRi's On thlp basis of the efforts described above,
Nuclear Power Division Is to reduce the two areas were selected.for Initial EPRI R&D
amount of plant unavailability attributable to attention: the seat leakage performance of
valves In LWR power plants. These R&D main steam Isolation valve's (MSIVs) in BWRs
.activities seek to Improve valve maintenande and valve stem packing improvements for
practices and valve performance and rail- bpth PWR and BWR application.
ability and thus reduce the cost of producing Figure 2 presents a cutaway view of a rep-
electricity. EPRI's Initial effort In this area resentative MSIV with the valve bonnet and
was an assessment of'industry valve prob- -the actuator removed. Two identical MSIVs
lerns conducted In the mid 1970s (NP.24 1). are Installed In series in each BWR steam
It was fouind that nuclear plant unavailability line. Technical specifications for BWR plants
attributed to valw- valve actu•tnr•nd n establish maximum allowable seat leakage

rales for MSIVsand require the periodic test-
ing of each valve to. verify that this require-
ment is met.

Work was Initiated in early 1979 with At-
wood and Morrill Co., Inc., a manufacturer
of MSIVs, and General Electric 'Co., the
nuclear steam supply system contractor for
BWR plants, to develop a comprebensive
test program on MSIV seat leakage perfor-
mance- (RP1243-1, RP1389-1). The goals
were first to identify the factors that affect
the valves' capability to meet the seat leak-
age criteria imposed by the local leak rate-
test (LLRT) and then to Identify and verily
the effectiveness of corrective actions for
improving valve leakage perlormance..

The program evaluated the effects of such
factors as local residual stresses from valve
installatlon welding; forces and moments
applier6 by the connecting pipe; mechanical
cycling; thermal cycling; excessive wear
and corrosion of critical valve surfaces;
and poorly controlled maintenance prac-
tices. Of the factors Investigated, corrosion
of the valve seating surface (or changes In
the friction coefficient) and Inadequate main-
tenance practices were found to be the most
significant contributors to the seat leakage
problem. Program results are reported in'.
NP-2381 and NP-2454.

associated control circuits. represented ap-
proximately three forced outages per pjant
per year. with an average outage duration of
about two days. The value of Such unavail-
ability is significant. A study reported in the
June 1982 EPRI Journal (p. 18) indicates
that.a 1 % availability improvement in base-
load coal and nuclear generating units com-
bined would represent savings of $2.2 billion
nation wide over the seven-yearstudy period.

In the initial assessment of Industry valve
problems, which. was conducted by MPR
Associates, Inc., the concept of key valves
evolved. These are valves whose tmalfunc-
tion can result in a forced plant outage,
a power reduction, or an extension of a
planned outage. It is basically to these valves
that the EPRI research effort is directed.

The study concluded that only a small
percentage (5-10%) of the total valve popu-
lation In a nuclear power plant Is applied
In such a way that failure Would result In a
forced outage, it should be noted that these
key valves are not necessarily safety-related
vatves..No major dilferences were found be-
tween PWRs and BWRs regarding the causes
(seat leakage, stem leakage, actuator mal-
function) of valve-related shutdowns.

The study also concluded that forced out-
ages attributable to valvesare underreported
because of an umbrella or shadowing of-
fect-situatfons where a valve requires
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Figure 2 BWR main steam Isolation valve. EPRI has sponsored a test program to determine the factors that
affect valve seal leakage performance and to evaluate ways to Improve this performance.
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Enterg
Entergy Nuclear Northeast
Indian Paint Energy Center
450 Broadway, GSB
P.O. Box 249
Buchanan, NY 10511-0249
Tel (914) 788205

Fred R. Daclirn
Vice President
License Renewal

May 16, 2008

Re: Indian Point Units 2 & 3
Docket Nos. 50-247 & 50-286

NL-08-084

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT: Reply to Request for Additional Information
Regarding License Renewal Application -
Time-Limited Aging Analyses and Borafiex

Reference: NRC letter dated April 18, 2008; ORequest for Additional Information for the
Review of the Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit Nos. 2 and 3, License
Renewal Application - Time-Limited Aging Analyses and Boraflex"

Dear Sir or Madaml

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc is providing, in Attachment I, the additional information
requested in the referenced letter pertaining to NRC review of the License Renewal Application
for Indian Point 2 and Indian Point 3. The additional information provided in this transmittal
addresses staff questions for Time-Limited Aging Analyses and Boraflex.

There are no new commitments identified In this submittal. If you have any questions or require
additional information, please contact Mr. R. Walpole, Manager, Licensing at (914) 734-6710.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on S-/ ,-bo.

Sincerely,

Fred R. Dacimo
Vice President
License Renewal

SAI2



NL-08-084
Docket Nos. 50-247 & 50-286

Page 2 of 2
Attachment:

1. Reply to NRC Request for Additional Information Regarding License Renewal I
Application - Time-Limited Aging Analyses and Boraflex I

cc: Mr. Bo M. Pham, NRC Environmental Project Manager

Ms. Kimberly Green, NRC Safety Project Manager 3
Mr. John P. Boska, NRC NRR Senior Project Manager

Mr. Samuel J. Collins, Regional Administrator, NRC Region I 3
Mr. Sherwin E. Turk, NRC Office of General Counsel, Special Counsel

IPEC NRC Senio~r Resident Inspectors Office

Mr. Paul D. Tonko, President, NYSERDA

Mr. Paul Eddy, New York State Dept. of Public Service I
I
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ATTACHMENT I TO NL-08-084

REPLY TO NRC REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

REGARDING

LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION

Time-Limited Auincq Analyses and Boraflex

ENTERGY NUCLEAR OPERATIONS, INC
INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR GENERATING UNIT NOS. 2 and 3

DOCKETS 50-247 and 50-286



NL-08-84
Attachment I

Docket Nos. 50-247 & 50-286
Page I of 5

INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR GENERATING UNIT NOS. 2 AND 3
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION (LRA)

REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (RAI)
REGARDING TIME-LIMITED AGING ANALYSES AND BORAFLEX

Time-Limited Aging Analyses

RAI 4.3.1.8-1

License renewal application (LRA) Section 4.3.1 states "(clurrent design basis fatigue
evaluations calculate cumulative usage factors (CUFs) for components or sub-components
based on design transient cycles." For CUF values listed in LRA Tables 4.3-13 and 4.3-14,
please describe the details of how various environmental effects are factored into the
calculation of the CUF using Fen values.

Response to RAI 4.3.1.8-1

For CUF values listed in LRA Tables 4.3-13 and 4.3-14, the Fen values were determined as
described below.

NUREG-1801 calls for using formulas provided in NUREG/CR-5704 for austenitic stainless
steel and NUREG/CR-6583 for carbon steel and low-alloy steel to calculate environmentally
assisted fatigue correction factors (Fen). For IPEC, none of the locations identified in Tables
4.3-13 and 4.3-14 (NUREG/CR-6260 locations) are made of carbon steel, so calculation of
Fen for carbon steel was not required.

The environmentally assisted fatigue correction factor (Fen) for low alloy steel was calculated
as follows.

Fen = exp(0.929-0.00124T-0.101 S'TO) based on NUREG/CR-6583, Eq. 6.5b

T = 25°C Reference temperature for original fatigue curves

S" = S (0 < S (Sulfur) < 0.015 wt.%)
S, = 0.015 (S a 0.015 wt.%) NUREG/CR-6583, Eq. 5.5a

T" = 0 (T (Temperature) < 150°C)
T" = T-150 (T = 150-3500C) NUREG/CR-6583, Eq. 5.5b

O = 0 (DO (Dissolved Oxygen) < 0.05ppm)
O = ln(DO/0.04) (0.05 ppm < DO < 0.5 ppm)
0* = In(12.5) = 2.53 (DO > 0.5 ppm) NUREG/CR-6583, Eq. 5.5c

t = 0 (t (strain rate) > 1%Is)t In(t) (0.001 < 1< 1%/s)

t In(0.001) (t < 0.001%/s) NUREG/CR-6583, Eq. 5.5d

There are four low alloy steel subcomponents for each unit in Tables 4.3-13 and 4.3-14 for
the NUREG-6260 locations at IPEC. The Fen was calculated for each location on each unit
as shown below.
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IP2
T(reference temperature °C) = 25 Reference temperature for original fatigue curves

O(RCS) = 0.0 RCS dissolved oxygen is < 50 ppb

Since O*(Rcs) equals 0.0, S*, T*, and ' terms are eliminated.

Fen .

Fen (bottom head to shell)

Fen (Inlet nozzles)

Fen (outlet nozzles)

Fen (surge line nozzles)

= exp(0.929-(0.00124)(T))

- exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45
- exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = ?.45
- exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45
= exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

IP3
T(reference temperature °C) = 25 Reference temperature for original fatigue curves

Since O'(RCs) equals 0.0, S*, T*, and c" terms are eliminated.

Fen = exp(0.929-(0.00124)(T))
Fen (bottom head to shell) = exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45
Fen (inlet nozzles) " exp(0.929-(0.0.0124)(25)) = 2.45
Fen (outlet nozzles) = exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45
Fen (surge line nozzles) = exp(0.929-(0.00124)(25)) = 2.45

The environmentally assisted fatigue correction factor (Fen) for austenitic stainless steel
was calculated as follows.

Fen = exp(0.935-T'O'e')

r = 0 (T <2002C)
T' = 1 (Ta2009C)

0' = 0.260
0' = 0.172

= 0
'= ln(t/0.4)

l'= ln(0.0004/0.4)

(DO < 0.05 ppm)
(DO > 0.05 ppm)
(t > 0.4%//s)

(0.0004 < t 5 0.4-/./s)
(i < 0.0004%/s)

NUREG/CR-5704, Eq. 13

NUREG/CR-5704, Eq. 8a

NUREG/CR-5704, Eq. 8b

NUREG/CR-5704, Eq. 8c

There are four stainless steel subcomponents for each unit in Tables 4.3-13 and 4.3-14 for
the NUREG-6260 locations at IPEC. The Fen will be calculated for each location on each
unit as shown below.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

IP2
T' (Surge line)

T' (Charging nozzle)

T' (Sl nozzle)

T' (RHR piping)

= 1.0
= 1.0
= 1.0
= 1.0

(T a: 2002C)
(T ý:2002C)
(T a 2009C)
(T ý: 2002C)
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0 (Al) = 0.260 RCS dissolved oxygen is s 50 ppb

= -6.91 Assume bounding strain rate

Fen (Surge line) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35
Fen (Charging nozzle) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35
Fen (SI nozzle) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35
Fen (RHR piping) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35

I P3
T' (Surge line) = 1.0 (T • 200C)
r (Charging nozzle) = 1.0 (T > 200QC)

Tr (S nozzle) = 1.0 (T > 2009C)
T' (RHR piping) = 1.0 (T > 2002C)

0O (AJ) = 0.260 RCS dissolved oxygen is 5 50 ppb

(all) = -6.91 Assume bounding strain rate

Fen (Surge lie) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35
Fen (Charging nozzle) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35
Fen (Sl nozzle) = exp(O.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35

Fen (RHR piping) = exp(0.935-(1.0)(0.260)(-6.91)) = 15.35

RAI 4.3.1.8-2

Standard Review Plan for Review of License Renewal Applications for Nuclear Power Plants
(SRP-LR) Section 4.3.2.1.1.3 provides the basis for the staff acceptance of an aging
management program to address environmental fatigue. It states, "[t]he staff has evaluated a
program for monitoring and tracking the number of critical thermal and pressure transients for
the selected reactor coolant system components. The staff has determined that this program is
an acceptable aging management program to address metal fatigue of the reactor coolant

. system components according to 10 CFR 54.21(c)(1)(iii)." The staff is unable to determine if the
Fatigue Monitoring Program of Indian Point 2 and Indian Point 3 contain sufficient details to
satisfy this criterion. Please provide adequate details of the Fatigue Monitoring Program such
that the staff can make a determination based on the criterion set forth in SRP-LR Section
4.3.2.1.1.3. Also, please explain in detail the corrective actions and the frequency that such
actions will be taken so the acceptance criteria will not be exceeded in the period of extended
operation.

Response to RAI 4.3.1.8-2

The IPEC Fatigue Monitoring Program was compared to the program described in NUREG-
1801 (GALL), Section X.MI,. Metal Fatigue of Reactor Coolant Pressure Boundary. The
program description in the GALL report is directly applicable to the IPEC. units. As indicated in
LRA Section B.1.12, during the period of extended operation the IPEC program will be
consistent with the GALL program with one exception. The exception to GALL is that rather
than performing periodic updates of CUF calculations, IPEC periodically assesses the number
of transient cycles compared to calculation assumptions and updates the CUF calculations, if
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necessary. Based on this comparison including evaluation of the exception, the approvals set. I
forth in the GALL report apply to the IPEC .Fatigue Monitoring Program.

The program description was modified per letter NL-08-21, Indian Point Nuclear Generating i
Units Nos. 2 & 3 License Renewal Application Amendment 2, dated January 22, 2008. This
letter commits tocomplete CUF calculations for all areas identified in. NUREG-6260 (LRA Table

.4.3-13 for IP2 and LRA.Table 4.3-14 for IP3), incorporating the effect of the reactor coolant I
environment, for 1P2 and IP3. Once these CUF calculations are complete (at least 2 years prior
to the period of extended operation), IPEC will ensure that the cycles analyzed in the new or
updated calculations are included in the Fatigue Monitoring Program. IPEC will continue to
manage the effects of. fatigue throughout the period of extended operation by monitoring cycles* incurred and assuring they do not exceed the analyzed numbers of cycles.

As required by IPEC technical specifications, the Fatigue Monitoring Program tracks actual plant
transients and evaluates these against the design transients. The plant transient counts are

* updated at least once -each operating cycle. This frequency is acceptablesince the evaluation
during each update determines if the number of design transients could be exceeded prior to
the next update. The Fatigue Monitoring Program ensures that the numbers of transient cycles
experienced by the plant remain within the analyzed numbers of cycles and hence, the.

componentCUF calculations remain valid.

The program requires corrective actions before exceeding the analyzed number of transient
cycles. The corrective actions are implemented in accordance with the IPEC corrective action
program. IPEC may perform further reanalysis if cycle counts approach analyzed numbers. i
These calculation updates will be governed by Entergy's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B Quality
Assurance (QA) program and include design input verification and independent reviews
ensuring that valid assumptions, transients, cycles, external loadings, analysis methods, and
environmental fatigue life correction factors will be used in the fatigue analyses. Repair or I
replacement of the affected component(s), if necessary, will be done prior to exceeding the
allowable *CUF in accordance with -established..plant .procedures governing repair and
replacement activities. These established procedures are governed by Entergy's 10 CFR 50
Appendix B QA program and meet the applicable repair or replacement requirements of the
ASME Code Section XI. I

.mE"

iI

tI
LI
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RAI 3.0.3.2.3-1

Indian Point 2 Updated Final Safety Analysis Report, Revision 20, dated 2006, Section 14.2.1
on page 55 of 218, states in part that:

"Northeast Technology Corporation report NET-173-01 and NET-173-02 are
based on conservative projections of amount of boraflex absorber panel
degradation assumed in each sub-region. These projections are valid through the
end of the year 2006."

Please confirm that the Boraflex neutron absorber panels in the Indian Point Unit 2 spent fuel
pool have been re-evaluated for service through the end of the current licensing period. Also,
please discuss the plans for updating the Boraflex analysis during the period of extended
operation.

Response to RAI 3.0.3.2.3-1

Boron-10 areal density gage for evaluating racks (BADGER) testing was performed in February
2000, July 2003, and again in July 2006. Using the latest test data and RACKLIFE code
projections, the Boraflex neutron absorber panels in the Indian Point Unit 2 spent fuel pool will
meet the Technical Specification requirements through the end of the current licensing period.
The next BADGER test will be performed prior to the end of calendar year 2009. As required by
the Boraflex Monitoring Program (LRA Section B.1.3), periodic BADGER testing and RACKLIFE
code projections will continue through the period of extended operation to confirm acceptable
Boraflex condition.

The referenced section of the Indian Point 2 Updated Final Safety Analysis Report will be
updated in the next revision.


