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SUBJECT: CONFIRMATORY ACTION LETTER
Dear Dr. Mossallati:

On June 8, 2010, Jessie Sizemore, your Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) and only nuclear
medicine technologist (NMT), notified the NRC that he had ended employment at your facilities.
During a telephone conversation on June 10, 2010, with Janice Nguyen and Marc Ferdas of this
office, you confirmed the above and indicated that you had suspended operations due to the
lack of an RSO to administer patient studies. Also, during this discussion, we informed you of
the regulatory requirement to notify the NRC when a RSO permanently discontinues
performance of duties in accordance with 10 CFR 35.14(b)(1) and the allowance to name your
authorized user as a temporary RSO for up to 60 days pursuant to 10 CFR 35.24(c). In a letter
dated June 15, 2010, you provided the necessary notifications and reiterated that you had
discontinued performing any tests until a new RSO was employed.

On September 17 and October 1, 2010, Ms. Nguyen attempted to contact you and your only
authorized user, Dr. Abdulnabi, to determine the status of the use of licensed material and your
search for a new RSO. During a telephone conversation on October 12, 2010, you informed
Ms. Nguyen and Mr. Ferdas that you had: (i) employed a new NMT; (ii) resumed licensed
activities, including patient studies; and (iii) were in the process of training the newly hired NMT
prior to submitting her training credentials for approval as the RSO. During this discussion, you
were reminded of the June 10, 2010, conversation with Ms. Nguyen and Mr. Ferdas and the
option of continuing to operate under a temporary RSO for up to 60 days. This allowance would
have expired on August 7, 2010 and therefore, you were informed that continuation of licensed
activities without a permanent RSO was not allowed. In addition, several attempts to contact
Dr. Abdulnabi have been unsuccessful. Therefore, it is unclear whether you currently employ
an authorized user who is willing and able to supervise the use of licensed material.
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Pursuant to a telephone conversation between you, the owner of Associated Specialists, and
Mr. Ferdas of this office, on October 13, 2010, it is our understanding that you have taken or will
take the following actions which will be completed by the dates specified:

1. Immediately discontinue the use of licensed material, including the performance of any
diagnostic studies (imaging and localization) authorized under 10 CFR 35.200, until a
permanent RSO is authorized by the NRC.

2. Immediately contact your radiopharmacy supplier to inform them that you cannot receive
licensed material until a permanent RSO is authorized by the NRC. Provide
documentation to the NRC on the notification made to the radiopharmacy by October 20,
2010.

3. On a monthly basis, inform the NRC on the status of your RSO search.

4. By October 20, 2010, provide NRC a written commitment from your authorized user,
Dr. Abdulnabi, documenting his continued agreement to serve as your authorized user
or notify the NRC that you will submit an amendment to list another authorized user on
your license.

Pursuant to Section 182 of the Atomic Energy Act, 42 U.S.C. 2232, you are required to:
1)  Notify me immediately if your understanding differs from that set forth above;

2)  Notify me if for any reason you cannot complete the actions within the specified
schedule and advise me in writing of your modified schedule in advance of the
change; and

3)  Notify me in writing when you have completed the actions addressed in this
Confirmatory Action Letter.

Issuance of this Confirmatory Action Letter does not preclude issuance of an order formalizing
the above commitments or requiring other actions on the part of the licensee; nor does it
preclude the NRC from taking enforcement action for violations of NRC requirements that may
have prompted the issuance of this letter.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and your
response will be made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document
Room or from the NRC’s document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. To the extent possible, your response should not
include any personal privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be made
available to the Public without redaction. If personal privacy or proprietary information is
necessary to provide an acceptable response, then please provide a bracketed copy of your
response that identifies the information that should be protected and a redacted copy of your
response that deletes such information. If you request withholding of such material, you must
specifically identify the portions of your response that you seek to have
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withheld and provide in detail the bases for your claim of withholding (e.g., explain why the
disclosure of information will create an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy or provide the
information required by 10 CFR 2.390(b) to support a request for withholding confidential
commercial or financial information). If safeguards information is necessary to provide an
acceptable response, please provide the level of protection described in 10 CFR 73.21.

Please contact Marc Ferdas of my staff at 610-337-5022 if you have any questions regarding
this matter.

Sincerely,
/RA/

John D. Kinneman, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Docket No. 03037941
License No. 47-31344-02
Reference No. 03037862

cc:
Yousef Abdulnabi, M.D.
State of West Virginia
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Sincerely,

/RA/

John D. Kinneman, Director

Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

(Reviewer’s Initials)
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