
 
 

 
 

October 15, 2010 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Anthony P. Ulses, Chief 

 Reactor Systems 
 Division of Safety Systems 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
FROM:    Jennifer Gall, General Engineer (NSPDP)   /RA/ 

 Reactor Systems 
 Division of Safety Systems 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
SUBJECT:    MEETING WITH THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI) 

 AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES TO DISCUSS NRC 
 GENERIC LETTER 2008-01, “MANAGING GAS 
 ACCUMULATION IN EMERGENCY CORE COOLING, DECAY 
 HEAT REMOVAL, AND CONTAINMENT SPRAY SYSTEMS” 

 
 

On September 30, 2010, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with the Nuclear 
Energy Institute (NEI), utility groups, and other stakeholders at NEI headquarters concerning 
Generic Letter (GL) 2008-01, “Managing Gas Accumulation in Emergency Core Cooling, Decay 
Heat removal, and containment spray systems.”  Enclosure1 lists the meeting attendees.  
Attachment 2 contains the slides from the non-proprietary presentations. 
 
A public meeting notice was issued on September 15, 2010, and was posted on the NRC’s 
external (public) web page (ADAMS Accession No. ML102580079).  The notice included the 
meeting agenda, which was also available as a handout at the meeting.  The discussions 
included the status of (1) the industry’s Technical Specification Task Force (TSTF) 523, (2) NEI 
09-10 Revision 1, (3) NRC GL 2008-01 reviews, the path forward for gas management 
guidance, and NRC TI 2755/ inspections, (4) the industry’s research relevant to GL 2008-01, 
including Fauske and Associates Inc (FAI), Report 09-130, “ Simplified Equation, and Purdue 
Testing. 
 
In opening remarks, NRC staff noted the continuing work and cooperation of the industry on gas 
management issues.  The purpose of the meeting was stated to be an exchange of information 
to help move forward on the gas management issue. 
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Mr. Jack Stringfellow gave an in-depth presentation on how TSTF 523 was developed.  The 
presentation slides are in Enclosure 2.  Industry and the NRC staff agreed on the need for 
flexibility while providing adequate protection in the solution to addressing gas management 
Technical Specifications (TS).  However, the NRC staff raised questions about the durability and 
enforceability of the proposed changes in TSTF-523.  The NRC staff will provide feedback on 
the TSTF by the end of October.   
 
Mr. Lee Windham led the discussion on differences between NEI 09-10 Rev. 0 and Rev. 1.  
Industry plans to submit Rev 1 in December of 2010 and have a draft copy available to NRC by 
early November.  Emphasis of the program is on understanding why and how a plant 
accumulated gas in whatever location it is found. 
 
Mr. Chris Brennan gave a brief presentation on the status of various activities relating to gas 
accumulation and management.  Mr. Anderson Lin gave a brief update on the status of the 
pump roadmap and other owner’s group projects.  The slides from both presentations can be 
found in Enclosure 2. 
 
After lunch NRC discussed the status of GL 2008-01 reviews.  All RAIs for GL 2008-01 should 
be issued by the end of the year.  The path forward for gas management guidance remains 
unchanged from the last meeting and will be uncertain until the NRC staff has a chance to 
review NEI 09-10 Rev. 1.  NRC has organized a meeting with the developers of the GOTHIC 
software, Numerical Applications Inc., on October 18th and 19th to discuss the use of the code 
for gas transport and gas void size determination.  NRC will request a session for gas 
accumulation and management at the 2011 Regulatory Information Conference.  The possibility 
of a workshop in mid 2011 was discussed, but no definite plans were made. 
 
The meeting was then closed and the rest of the discussions were dedicated to detailed 
proprietary presentations on the Fauske and Associates 09-130, Purdue Testing, PIRT, and 
Simplified Equation reports.  The purpose of these discussions was to give NRC staff a better 
understanding as well as the ability to comment on the methodologies used and the results of 
the testing. 
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Enclosure  

List of Meeting Attendees 
 

Name Organization 
J. Riley NEI 
S. Swantner Westinghouse 
M. Swartz Westinghouse 
A. Ulses NRC/NRR 
J. Gall NRC/NRR 
S. Bahadur NRC/NRR 
W. Lyon NRC/NRR 
C. Schulten NRC/NRR 
M. Hamm NRC/NRR 
D. Beaulieu NRC/NRR 
B. Henry Fauske and Associates Inc 
L. England Entergy Services 
B. Turkowski Westinghouse 
M. Avery PWROG/Duke 
A. Hinososa SONGS/SCE 
J. Andrachek Westinghouse 
L. Windhem Lumin 
A. Lin Pacific Gas & Electric (Diablo Canyon) 
G. Schinzel Strategic Team and Resource Sharing (STARS) 
J. Stringfellow SNC 
K. Petersen STARs 
C. Brennan Exelon Nuclear 
J. Brown Arizona Public Service Co. 
M. Dingler WCNOC/PWROG 
T. Schiffley BWROG/Exelon 
K. Keithline NEI 
J. Abisamra Entergy 
T. Browning NextEra/BWROG 
C. Nichols GE Hitachi/BWROG  
E. Asbury GE Hitachi/BWROG 
Z. Wang NRC/RES 
P. Wilkens SCE 
F. Gialo SCE 
L. Sideling Prairie Island 
Wes McGowan Point Beach 
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