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 On October 4, 2010, the NRC staff submitted to the Licensing Board another update 

regarding the staff’s schedule for preparing and issuing its safety and environmental review 

documents associated with this 10 C.F.R. Part 52 combined license (COL) proceeding by which 

applicant Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) seeks authorization to construct and operate two 

new Advanced Passive (AP)1000 units, Units 3 and 4, at its existing Bellefonte Nuclear Power 

Plant (BNPP) site.  See Letter from Jody C. Martin, NRC Staff Counsel, to Licensing Board 

(Oct. 5, 2010) [hereinafter Update Letter].   

In its letter, the staff described the contents of an attached letter from applicant TVA to 

the staff.  See Update Letter at 1.  In its letter to the staff, TVA states that upon completion of 

TVA’s new Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) in spring 2011, the TVA Board will decide whether 

TVA will seek to complete Bellefonte Unit 1 prior to proposed Units 3 and 4.  See Update Letter, 

unnumbered attach. at 1 (Letter from Gordon Arent, General Manager, New Generation 

Licensing, Nuclear Generation Development & Construction, TVA, to NRC (Sept. 29, 2010)).  If 
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the TVA Board decides to complete Unit 1 prior to proposed Units 3 and 4, TVA states in its 

letter to the staff that TVA’s COL application (COLA) for Units 3 and 4 will need to undergo 

“significant revision,” which TVA anticipates would take approximately two years to complete.   

Id. 

In its letter to the staff, TVA indicates that if the TVA Board decides to complete Unit 1, 

TVA plans to inform the staff about TVA’s submission of a COLA revision for Bellefonte Units 3 

and 4 “no later than 90 days ahead of the submittal” of the revision.  Id.  For this reason, TVA 

recommends that the staff defer a large portion of its environmental and safety review for the 

COLA for Units 3 and 4.  See id. encl.  Moreover, because of the significant length of time TVA 

anticipates taking to revise its Units 3 and 4 COLA, the staff advised the Board that the staff 

does not expect to formulate a review schedule until it receives TVA’s 90-day notification of the 

submittal of its revised COLA.  See Update Letter at 2. 

Given that the staff likely will not receive notification of any revisions to the Bellefonte 

COLA for at least another two years, the Board requests that applicant TVA provide a report to 

the Board within fourteen days of the date on which it notifies the staff of the TVA Board’s 

decision regarding Unit 1 (which the Board assumes TVA will do sometime shortly after the TVA 

Board makes its decision on Unit 1 following issuance of the new IRP).  That report shall 

describe in as much detail as practicable TVA’s plans for Units 1, 3, and 4; indicate whether 

TVA will adhere to the process for approval of Unit 1 and revision of the COLA for Units 3 and 4 

that is described in its September 29, 2010 letter to the staff; outline the nature of any changes 

to that process and how those changes might impact the staff review schedule; and provide 

TVA’s views on what impact, if any, the schedule and process information provided in its Board 

report has upon this pending adjudication.  

In the interim, the staff continues to have the obligation to provide the Board and the 

parties with notice of any significant developments or changes relative to the staff’s safety and 

environmental review schedules for this COL proceeding, including issuance of its draft 
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environmental impact statement or safety evaluation report with open items.  Because of 

applicant TVA’s continuing uncertainty about whether or not it will proceed with Units 3 and 4 

and the staff’s concomitant lack of a review schedule, the Board likewise continues to defer 

issuing its 10 C.F.R. § 2.332(a) general schedule for this proceeding pending the receipt of a 

more definitive staff schedule for its safety and environmental reviews, which is important 

information the Board needs to create a realistic schedule in accord with the model milestones 

guidance in 10 C.F.R. Part 2, app. B.II. 

Finally, the parties should continue to adhere to the document disclosure requirements 

mandated by 10 C.F.R. § 2.336 and the Board’s October 2008 memorandum and order.  See 

Licensing Board Memorandum and Order (Ruling Regarding Mandatory Disclosures and 

Scheduling Prehearing Conference) (Oct. 14, 2008) at 2-3 (unpublished). 

It is so ORDERED. 

 

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY  
   AND LICENSING BOARD 

 
 
      _______________________________ 

G. Paul Bollwerk, III 
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Rockville, Maryland 
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