
October 7, 2010 
 
 
 
Ms. Judith Fortune 
Rappahannock Tribe, Inc. 
The Powhatan Confederation 
Tribal office 
5036 Indian Neck, Virginia  23148   
 
Dear Ms. Fortune,  
 
Thank you for participating in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) program, “Tribal 
Participation in NRC’s Regulatory Process – NRC Tribal Protocol.”  The Rappahannock 
Dancers and Drummers contributed to a successful program that was well-received by NRC 
staff and management.   
 
The NRC’s mission to license and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of byproduct, source and 
special nuclear materials in order to protect public health and safety, promote the common 
defense and security, and protect the environment extends to the protection of Native American 
and Alaska Native people and their lands. The Commission recognizes Tribal rights to  
self-government and sovereignty and is committed to working with Native American 
Governments on a government-to-government basis.  
 
The Tribal Protocol program on September 27th highlighted the Commission’s commitment to 
outreach and communication with Native American Tribes, and provided information regarding 
policy, law, and culture.  Your narrative and performance of traditional dance and drumming 
provided valuable information that helped raise NRC staff awareness regarding Native 
American Tribal culture and tradition.  The presentation was the perfect closing for the 
afternoon. 
 
I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your participation.  Please find enclosed a 
Certificate of Appreciation from Michael Weber, NRC Deputy Executive Director for Materials, 
Waste, Research, State, Tribal, and Compliance Programs, recognizing the contribution made 
by the Rappahannock Dancers and Drummers. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 /RA/ 

 
Josephine M. Piccone, Director 
Division of Intergovernmental Liaison 
  and Rulemaking 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs
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