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MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Schedule Regarding Initial Prehearing Conference/Oral Argument)

In this 10 C.F.R. Part 52 combined license proceeding, the Licensing Board previously

had scheduled a September 17, 2010 initial prehearing conference/oral argument regarding the

pending August 12, 2010 request by the groups that have designated themselves as Joint

Intervenors* to admit a new contention, Safety-2, regarding containment liner corrosion.  See

Licensing Board Memorandum and Order (Initial Prehearing Conference Schedule; Opportunity

for Written Limited Appearance Statements) (Sept. 3, 2010) at 1-2 (unpublished).  One week

before the conference/argument was scheduled to occur, the Board received word that Joint

Intervenors’ counsel had withdrawn from the proceeding, requiring that the

conference/argument be cancelled to provide Joint Intervenors with an opportunity to retain new

counsel.  See Licensing Board Memorandum and Order (Canceling Scheduled Oral Argument;

* Joint Intervenors include the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL), the
Center for a Sustainable Coast (CSC), and Georgia Women's Action for New Directions
(Georgia WAND).  
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Setting Schedule for Further Submission by Joint Intervenors) (Sept. 13, 2010) at 1-3

(unpublished).  

With the September 22, 2010 entry of an appearance by Joint Intervenors’ new counsel,

see Notice of Appearance for John D. Runkle, Esq. (Sept. 22, 2010), in a September 23, 2010

memorandum and order, the Licensing Board proposed dates and times during the week of

October 4, 2010, for an initial prehearing conference/oral argument, see Licensing Board

Memorandum and Order (Scheduling Regarding Joint Intervenors Reply-Related Filings)

(Sept. 23, 2010) at 1-2 (unpublished).  In that issuance, the Board also requested that by

September 28 the participants, including Joint Intervenors, applicant Southern Nuclear

Operating Company (SNC), and the NRC staff, provide the Board with a joint report specifying

their preferences among the designated dates and times.  See id. at 2.  

Acting on behalf of the other participants, on September 27 SNC counsel submitted a

joint report in which he indicated that although SNC and staff counsel were available on the

designated dates, counsel for Joint Intervenors was not.  See Response to Atomic Safety and

Licensing Board Order Regarding Oral Argument Dates (Sept. 27, 2010) at 1-2.  Upon further

inquiry by Licensing Board Panel law clerk Wen Bu, counsel for Joint Intervenors stated that

pre-existing travel plans would take him outside the country from September 30 through

October 17, 2010.  As a consequence, Ms. Bu inquired about the availability of the various

participants for a conference/argument during the week of October 18, 2010.  

Based on the responses to those queries, the Board establishes the following schedule

for the initial prehearing conference/oral argument:

Tuesday, October 19, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time

The conference/argument will be conducted in the Licensing Board Panel Hearing Room in

Rockville, Maryland, and the Board anticipates that it should last no more than a half-day.  In the
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near future, the Board will issue an additional order specifying the allocation of argument times

and providing further administrative details regarding the conference/argument.

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD

                                                            
G. Paul Bollwerk, III
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

September 29, 2010
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